Yearly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain
At the Yearly Meeting
Held at Friends House, London

4-7 May 2018
Friday 4 May 

Evening

Minute 1: Clerks

The Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks nominates the following Friends to serve as clerk and assistant clerks for Yearly Meeting 2018, serving until the first session of Yearly Meeting 2019:

Clerk:



Deborah Rowlands

South Wales AM

First Assistant Clerk:
Clare Scott Booth

London West AM

Second Assistant Clerk:
Gavin Burnell

Leeds AM

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 2: Worship

We have met in worship and we have heard read from Christian Life, Faith and Thought in the Society of Friends (1922, reprinted 1954), part of a minute of the International Conference of Young Friends held at Jordans 1920 (pp125—126).

Minute 3: Welcome to all

We welcome everyone who is attending any part of Yearly Meeting this year. This year 1121 people have registered in advance, to attend. Of this number, there are 200 non-members attending with permission. 

Minute 4: Children and Young People’s Programmes and Junior Yearly Meeting
As well as the Friends gathered here, there are 160 children and young people attending Yearly Meeting. These comprise:

65 0—11 year olds in four groups participating in the children’s programmes based in Friends House exploring the theme “Sharing our Quaker Stories”.
37 11—15 year olds taking part in the residential Young People’s Programme being held at Felden Lodge, on the theme “Young Quakers then and now, within a diverse and changing world”. 
58 15—18 year olds taking part in Junior Yearly Meeting being held residentially at the Lee Valley Youth Hostel on the theme “Quaker Faith in Practice. What are our beliefs and how can we express them?”
There are 29 adult volunteers working across these programmes, supported by the five members of the Quaker Life children and young people’s staff team. All the children and young people’s programme themes reflect the theme of the Yearly Meeting and all will be attending sessions at some points during the weekend. 

We look forward to joining with these Friends during this weekend and to sharing their ministry and contributions to our discernment at various times during the weekend.

Minute 5: Committee to Examine Minutes

We appoint the following Friends to arrange by rota for two of their number to examine the minutes of this Yearly Meeting at the close of each session, and to correct any slight inaccuracies:

Rosie Carnall
Sheffield and Balby AM

Linda Craig
London West AM

Karen Dickson
Wirral & Chester AM

Sarah Fishpool
Central England AM

Mark Lilley
Lincolnshire AM

Heather Lister
Bristol AM

James McCarthy
York AM

Denise Renshaw
East Cheshire AM

Judith Roads
North East Thames AM

If any substantive alterations appear to be required, they are to be proposed at the next session prior to further business.

Minute 6: Agenda

We receive and accept the report of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee in appendix A of Agenda and Notes and accept the agenda as listed in Agenda and Notes section 4.
Minute 7: Report of Central Nominations Committee
Further to minute 17 of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017, Central Nominations Committee brings forward nominations to Yearly Meeting 2018 as specified in Table 1 of the Schedule of nominations, and amended in session and appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 8: Central Nominations Committee - Nominations Required
We ask Central Nominations Committee to bring nominations to Yearly Meeting 2019 as specified in Table 2 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.

Minute 9: Report of Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks
The Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks brings forward nominations as specified in Table 3 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 10: Report of Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

Further to minute 51 of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017, the Nominating Group appointed at Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017 brings forward nominations as specified in Table 4 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 11: Nominations to the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group (2018 – 2019)

Friends are asked to consider nominations for the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group 2018–2019.  

The nominations process has been explained.  We will return to this later in this Yearly Meeting.

Minute 12: Proposed amendments to Quaker faith & practice
We receive Minute MfS/17/12/11 of Meeting for Sufferings, held 2 December 2017, forwarding to us proposed amendments, prepared by Church Government Advisory Group, to Quaker faith & practice as follows:
a) 5.09, 6.25 and 7.04. Changes consequent upon the laying down of Six Weeks Meeting

Meeting for Sufferings recommends amending sections 5.09, 6.25 and 7.04 to reflect the laying down of Six Weeks Meeting and the foundation of the London Quakers Property Trust.  The proposed revisions are offered on the premise that the same group of Friends forms the new organisation so no change of relationships with other parts of the yearly meeting are suggested.


We agree the revisions as contained in Section 4 of Agenda & Notes.

b) 8.21, 11.06 and 11.25. Changes consequent upon a change to data protection legislation

Meeting for Sufferings recommends amending sections 8.21, 11.06 and 11.25 to reflect new data protection legislation and regulations which come into force in May 2018.

We agree the revisions as contained in Section 4 of Agenda & Notes.
Minute 13: Receipt of annual report from Quaker Stewardship Committee
We receive the annual report for 2017, including the compliance report, from Quaker Stewardship Committee.  The report is at appendix B in Agenda & Notes, and has been introduced by the clerk of Quaker Stewardship Committee. She has emphasised the collaborative nature of much of the committee’s activity.
We have been reminded that we are all stewards for our Quaker work. 

Minute 14: Review of Terms of Reference for Quaker Stewardship Committee
Minute 22 of Yearly Meeting 2013 accepted revised Terms of Reference for Quaker Stewardship Committee and asked for them to be reviewed again in 2018. We ask Meeting for Sufferings to review this Committee, bringing their recommendations to a future Yearly Meeting when they are ready.  

Minute 15: Receipt of annual report from Meeting for Sufferings

We receive the annual report for 2017 from Meeting for Sufferings. The report is at appendix C in Agenda & Notes and has been introduced by the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings.

We have been reminded of ways in which Meeting for Sufferings is working to the vision agreed in Our faith in the future.

Minute 16: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? 

Part 1: Receipt of the minute from Meeting for Sufferings.  
We receive Minute MfS/17/12/12 of Meeting for Sufferings, held 2 December 2017, recommending that Yearly Meeting begin a revision of our book of discipline.  

Yearly Meeting Gathering 2014 considered a recommendation from Meeting for Sufferings that it was time to begin a revision but was unable to reach unity on whether to do so. Meeting for Sufferings was encouraged to engage the yearly meeting in a period of preparation and threshing and to bring the matter back to Yearly Meeting when it felt the time was right. Meeting for Sufferings established the Book of Discipline Revision Preparation Group to undertake this work and the group presented its final report to Meeting for Sufferings at its meeting held 2 December 2017. An edited version of this report is at appendix D of Agenda & Notes.
We will be considering whether to accept the recommendation to revise our book of discipline during several sessions of this Yearly Meeting. 

Minute 17: Meeting for Sufferings – appointments for the triennium from Yearly Meeting 2018 to Yearly Meeting 2021

Further to minute 31 of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017, nominations from area meetings for representatives and alternates to serve on Meeting for Sufferings as received by the Recording Clerk by 23 April are listed in Table 5 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.
Saturday 5 May 

Morning

Minute 18: Worship

During our opening worship we have heard read This we can say: Australian Quaker Life, Faith and Thought, section 1.2.

Minute 19: Epistle

Part of the epistle from New England Yearly Meeting held August 2017 (pp 5—10 of the printed version of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.

Minute 20: Eldership and Pastoral Care at Yearly Meeting
We have heard from Jennifer Barraclough, convener of Yearly Meeting elders and Lucy Parker, convener of the Yearly Meeting Pastoral Care Group about arrangements for eldership and pastoral care over the period of Yearly Meeting.

Minute 21: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? Part 2: introduction to our consideration
Take heed, dear Friends to the prompting of love and truth in our hearts. We need love in one hand and truth in the other. We are both excited and fearful as we approach this possible revision.

Are we open to the possibility that revision of the book may be a personal and corporate renewal? Are we open to being vulnerable? Are we ready to plunge in to the deep water and feel invigorated? We need to maintain our work and witness on the issues of the world. 

We hope we can engage with the continuing process with open hearts.

We have heard from the clerk of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee about the thinking behind the planning of Yearly Meeting sessions. We have also heard from members of the Book of Discipline Revision Preparation Group about their work and the journey they have taken, both as individuals and as a group.  They have told us why they are recommending revision and outlined the reasons behind the four recommendations they make:

· the revision should begin with, but not be limited to church government, namely the sections which focus on our procedures and corporate discipline
· the revision should divide material between that in the main body of the book, which lays out principles, and supplementary material, which gives details
· the revision should draw on the richness of theological thought in our yearly meeting, now and historically, seeing diversity as fundamental to our community, not as a flaw
· the Revision Committee be given the freedom to be creative, while remaining in close contact with the yearly meeting.

We will return to these recommendations later in our agenda.

Saturday 5 May

Afternoon
Minute 22: Worship

During our opening worship we have heard an extract from Living Adventurously, Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting Quaker Faith and Practice, pp 61.

Minute 23: Testimony

Part of the testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Malcom Whalan (pp 90 to 91 of the printed version of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.

Minute 24: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? 

Part 3: parallel sessions

We have spent the first part of our time this afternoon in parallel sessions exploring in different ways, including through dance and art, our responses to the questions before us. We have engaged with various aspects of the possibility of revising our book of discipline such as: religious difference, church government, and missing identities.

Minute 25: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? 

Part 4: What canst thou say? Listening and learning from each other.

How can we make our religious differences and our varied expressions of our faith a source of strength and richness? We have reflected on the following questions:

· what have religious differences shown you in your Quaker community?

· how has your faith and practice been enriched by these differences?

· how can we find a way to get beyond potentially divisive words?

How we are with the world depends on how we are with ourselves. Do we always put on our best faces? We need to also show our real lived lives. 

We should be confident in the language which is right for each of us. Then we can respect, be tender and value the language of others. Some have said that our sometimes archaic language can be a barrier to understanding whilst others have seen that its ambiguity can leave room for personal interpretation.

We are aware of the voices which are missing from the current book including the voices of the younger generation. 

Our religious diversity is a richness but it comes at a cost; a social cost as we risk our sense of community, a time cost and an emotional cost.

When we believe in continuing revelation some amongst us are always grieving. However we have also heard of the transformation and deep spiritual experience which can happen when we really listen to one another and ensure that each voice is heard.

Sunday 6 May

Morning
Minute 26: Worship

We have worshipped with those participating in the Children’s Programme using a song and a story about listening for God.

Minute 27: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? Part 5: Reflections

We have continued our consideration of the question before us by reflecting together. We will take these questions and comments into our further consideration this afternoon.

Minute 28: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? Part 6: Church Government

During this session we have considered the Church Government sections of our book of discipline, celebrating and giving thanks for all the work which has gone into updates since 1994. However the passage of time means that these sections of our book of discipline are no longer fit for purpose.

In any future revision, we agree that it will be helpful to separate the core principles, which would be in the book, from the detail which might be in supplementary material. We know that a lot more work is needed to establish clearly where the balance lies. 

Whatever we do, all this material should be freely accessible to all.

Sunday 6 May

Afternoon
Minute 29: Worship

During our opening worship we have heard read the first extract on page 69 from Living our beliefs, An exploration of the faith and practice of Quakers developed and edited by young Quakers. 
Minute 30: Testimony

Part of the testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Helen Steven

(pp 86-88 of the printed version of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.

Minute 31: Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice, our book of discipline? Part 7. Drawing together the threads.

Minutes 16, 21, 24, 25, 27 and 28 refer

Over six sessions we have considered different aspects of the decision of whether or not to revise our book of discipline.

We have received and heard read by one of their clerks, a minute of Junior Yearly Meeting: “Is it time to revise Quaker faith & practice?”, which unites with a revision with some urgency.

We have received and heard read (by video) a minute of the Young People’s Programme, which also unites with a revision.  We have also received a minute from the Spiritual Adventurers (9—11 year olds) and contributions from the Penn Friends (6—9 year olds) and Fox Cubs (3—5 year olds).  These minutes call for simpler more modern language to be added, and for the celebration of our diversity. We are glad that all of these groups have been present for some of our deliberations and worship.  
We have heard calls from Friends of all ages for young people to be fully involved in a revision process.

We agree that the time is right to start revising our book of discipline. We embrace and rejoice in this decision. Regular revision is an intrinsic part of who we are as a Religious Society of Friends.

As the introduction to our current book of discipline says, “We are seekers but we are also the holders of a precious heritage of discoveries. We, like every generation, must find the Light and Life again for ourselves. Only what we have valued and truly made our own, not by assertion but by lives of faithful commitment, can we hand on to the future. Even then, we must humbly acknowledge that our vision of the truth will, again and again, be amended.” 

We accept the four specific recommendations of the Revision Preparation Group (see Minute 16). 

· The revision should begin with, but not be limited to, church government, namely the sections which focus on our procedures and corporate discipline.

· The revision should divide material between that in the main body of the book, which lays out principles, and supplementary material, which gives details.

· The revision should draw on the richness of theological thought in our yearly meeting, now and historically, seeing diversity as fundamental to our community, not as a flaw.

· The Revision Committee be given the freedom to be creative, while remaining in close contact with the Yearly Meeting.

We feel an overwhelming sense of gratitude for the work of the Book of Discipline Revision Preparation Group (RPG). The high level of engagement of Friends throughout the yearly meeting, with both the “Reading faith & practice” exercise and the publication of God, words and us, have helped Friends to come to the consideration at this Yearly Meeting, prepared in mind and heart. 

We look forward with anticipation to engaging further with these issues during the process of revision, accepting that we may expect to be changed, both personally and as a church. We should be ready to feel vulnerable, wounded, renewed or transformed as we engage with issues about our faith, and how we practise it together, with open hearts. 

Quakers in Britain are diverse in matters of belief and the language we use to describe them and that is to be celebrated.  We also experience in our meetings, unity and one-ness in the depths of our worship together.

We should be true to our own beliefs, and listen deeply to other people’s experience, as well as their words. We remember that sometimes ambiguity, and archaic phrases from former times, enable Quakers to search for the meaning for themselves and interpret it as they are led. Who are we, and who do we aspire to be? Can we also offer each other support by sharing honestly our real lived lives, including the parts we are not so proud of?

We ask Meeting for Sufferings to draw up terms of reference for a revision committee, which should be as diverse as possible in its composition. It should include both younger and older Friends. We encourage the group to work flexibly to involve a broad range of contributions of different kinds from Friends.

We ask Meeting for Sufferings to appoint and oversee the work of this committee, expecting to receive regular reports and consultation as necessary at future Yearly Meetings, and in other ways.

With regard to the first recommendation, we recognise that this will not necessarily mean waiting until work on church government elements is complete before moving on to other parts. 

We encourage the revision committee appointed to challenge Friends in a wide variety of ways. Our continuing witness in the world should inform this revision, be invigorated and energised by it and not be diminished by it, by either resources or capacity. 

We ask Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees to make appropriate resources available. 

In bringing forward revisions to the church government parts of our book of discipline into core principles and supplementary guides, the revision committee should ensure that there is a consistency and a coherence between the core principles and supplementary material, and within the various parts of the supplementary material. Modern media and technology can be used to help with this. We should use language which is as plain and simple as possible. We want a book which can speak and be accessible to all present and future Quakers. 

We encourage the revision committee to be prayerful, joyful, creative and bold.  We hope that this book will help us to be more resilient for an uncertain future and that the process of revision will act as a catalyst for renewal.

Monday 7 May

Morning
Minute 32: Worship

During worship we have heard read 5.8 of Quaker Life and Practice. A book of the Christian Experience of the Religious Society of Friends in Ireland.
Minute 33: Testimony

Part of the testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Christopher John Holdsworth (pages 70—71 of the printed version of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.

Minute 34: The report of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

We receive and accept the Trustees’ annual report including financial statements for 2017. The clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees and the Yearly Meeting Treasurer have introduced this report on the Trustees’ work and responsibilities.

We have also seen the annual review: Our faith, our work, which gives a vivid depiction of some of the work through the experience of those taking part.

Both the report and this review bring the work alive for us.

We have also heard about trustees’ plans for the future which include the development of a multi-year strategic framework to help to set priorities, and further work on diversity within the organisation. Is it time to transform and be transformed? 
We have heard of the need to look again at membership and the work that has already begun, as a result of a Yearly Meeting request in 2014, to address the issues of accessibility of membership for those who find it hard to be attached to a particular geographical Quaker community.

We have heard that although the financial situation is healthy, we could do much more work with increased long-term, sustainable giving by Friends. 

We are thankful for the service of all those involved in the work, and in trusteeship. 
We encourage trustees to share more widely examples of what could be achieved. Let us be encouraged to give joyfully with equal generosity whether our resources are small or large.

Minute 35: Review of Terms of Reference of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

Minute 27 of Yearly Meeting 2016 accepted revised terms of reference for Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees asking that they be reviewed every three years. We ask Quaker Stewardship Committee to review the terms of reference, bringing any proposed changes to them to Yearly Meeting in 2020 if required.

We recognise that the terms of reference of our trustees may need to be adjusted further in preparation for the revision of our church government, and anticipate a need to return to this later in the book of discipline revision process.

Minute 36: Looking Forward - sustainability and diversity

The issues of sustainability and diversity continue to engage Friends deeply. 

We have heard from two Friends who are engaged in inspiring work on these matters. 

We are challenged to ask ourselves uncomfortable questions, both as individuals and as meeting communities, and to ask what love requires of us to be a fully inclusive worshipping community. Can we expand our experience of “Who is like me?”

Our house cannot be fully in order until we change some of the fundamentals of the world in which we operate. 

We expect to return to further consideration of both these topics at our Yearly Meetings, and Yearly Meeting Gatherings over the next few years. This consideration will be deepened and strengthened as we engage with these issues ourselves.

Monday 7 May

Afternoon

Minute 37: Worship
During worship we have heard read part of Quaker faith & practice 19.12.
Minute 38: Receipt of the Yearly Meeting draft Epistle
The Epistle Drafting Committee appointed by minute 7 has submitted a draft Epistle which has been read and accepted.
Minute 39: Tabular Statement
We receive and accept the Tabular Statement as at 31 December 2017.
Minute 40: Epistles from other Yearly Meetings

We have received epistles from 35 Yearly Meetings and other bodies (pages 7—46 of the printed edition of Epistles & testimonies).
Minute 41: Testimonies

The following testimonies to the Grace of God as shown in the life of deceased Friends have been received (pages 47—99 of the printed edition of Epistles & testimonies) in addition to those from which extracts have been read in our sessions.

Graham James Badman

Brontë Bedford-Payne

David Alfred Binney

Wilfrid Mullins Bolton & Phyllis Bolton
Sue Bowers

Mary Burnet

Pamela Crump

Geoffrey Cundall

Malcolm Edmunds

Donald Gill 

Joan Hilda Harvey
Katharine Hurford

Ellen (Nell) Gray Jarvis

Eleanor Littleboy

Nancy Lloyd

John Farquhar Marshall 

Geoffrey Malcolm Morris

John Punshon

Janet Alison Quilley

Patrick Willoughby Ward-Perkins

Clare Whitehead

John Whitehead

Hazel Mary Wilson

Marion Winchester

Edna Woodhouse
Minute 42: Visitors from other yearly meetings

We have welcomed 40 representatives and other visitors from yearly meetings and Friends’ groups around the world.

Minute 43: Inter-church and interfaith visitors

We have welcomed interfaith and inter-church visitors to this Yearly Meeting as follows:
· Bharti Taylor, a Hindu with experience of working in interfaith, peace and women’s issues.
· Steve Chalke, a Baptist minister involved in many social justice initiatives.

Minute 44:  Meeting for Sufferings: interim membership changes since Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017
We note that a number of appointments to, and releases from, the membership of Meeting for Sufferings have occurred since Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017. Table 6 in the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes, records the membership of Meeting for Sufferings, excluding those who serve ex officio, as advised to the Recording Clerk’s Office and appointed by Meeting for Sufferings, as of its meeting on 7 April 2018.

Minute 45: Acceptance of reports from Quaker Stewardship Committee and Meeting for Sufferings.

We have received and now accept the report, including compliance report, of Quaker Stewardship Committee (see minute 13) and the report of Meeting for Sufferings (see minute 15).

We give thanks for the work of these bodies, and all those involved.

Minute 46: Receipt of other reports

We receive and accept the following reports presented in appendices in Agenda & notes, giving thanks for the service of those Friends involved during the year:

Central Nominations Committee (appendix E)

Quaker Housing Trust (appendix F).
We note that as a result of the earlier date of Yearly Meeting this year, Friends Trusts Ltd’s audit has not yet taken place. The report will be available on the Britain Yearly Meeting website together with the company’s annual report and financial statements when they have been approved by the Directors at their June meeting.

Minute 47: Yearly Meeting Nominating Group: appointment and nominations required

Further to minute 11, the following nominations are received for service on the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019.

	Elizabeth Backhouse
	Brighouse West Yorkshire AM

	Joseph Fuller
	Gloucestershire AM and Young Friends General Meeting

	Laurence Hall
	Kingston and Wandsworth AM

	Ruth McCarthy
	York AM

	Barney Smith
	Bristol AM

	Joyce Taylor
	East Scotland AM

	Nicholas Watts
	Young Friends General Meeting


Being acceptable to the meeting, the Friends nominated are appointed to work with their convener, Andrew Rendle, London West AM, who was appointed by our minute 10.

We ask the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group to bring nominations to Yearly Meeting 2019 as specified in Table 7 of the schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.
Minute 48: Thanks

We record our thanks to all our staff and those who have served us so well both during this meeting and over the past year.

Minute 49: Receipt of minutes from the Children and Young People’s Programmes

We have received minutes from the groups of the Children’s and Young People’s Programme of this Yearly Meeting as follows:
New Shoots (0—2 year olds)
We’ve built friendships, told stories from Quaker faith and practice, had quiet together, slept, sung, explored, and developed community. To quote Mr Tumble from one of our participants: 

Goodbye, goodbye, it’s time to run, 

Goodbye, goodbye, I hope you’ve had good fun,

I say goodbye, I’m happy that you came,

I say goodbye,

Please come back, please come back, please come back again!

Goodbye

Fox Cubs (3—5 year olds)
The Fox Cubs have been exploring stories. We started with the story ‘Perfectly Norman’ which helped us think about respecting people for who they are.

The boy in the story had wings and we made our own wings with painting, sticking and clay.

We shared our own stories using something special that we had brought from home. These were things that made us happy, like a teddy bear and a painted mermaid.

We drew and wrote our own stories in our journals. Sam Walton visited and told us the story of trying to stop bombs being dropped on Yemen. He gave us stickers of the Yemini Flag and we sent messages back to Sam’s friend Ahmed in Yemen.

We looked at the red meeting book and found out what the adults in the big meeting were talking about. We thought about what we want to see in the future and made a big collage together. We sent this to the Big Meeting.

We had a picnic with strawberries in the park where we played games and collected things from nature. We used these natural things in our worship to help us think about different things we like. We played lots of games together; we really liked juggling and playing with balls and scarves with the Penn Friends. 

We looked after ourselves by having some quiet time before our busy afternoon. We also enjoyed our snacks and sometimes we shared these with the New Shoots who were very noisy. Sharing our time with each other and looking after each other made the Fox Cubs fun for all of us.

Penn Friends​ (5—9 year olds)

The Penn Friends, the 5—9 year old group of the children's programme at Yearly Meeting 2018 met over the weekend of 5—7 May. We have done a lot of activities and had fun exploring Quaker faith and practice through our theme of Quaker Stories.

On Saturday we heard Sam Walton's story about trying to stop the bombing of Yemen, where his Friend Ahmed lives. We learnt that the UK are selling war planes to Saudi Arabia, and we wrote letters to Ahmed sending our message of support and hope. We also began our Journals, where we could write or draw anything we wanted to remember what did at Yearly Meeting. We enjoyed the sunshine in Tavistock Square, playing parachute games and eating strawberries.

We joined the Yearly Meeting for all-age worship on Sunday. We heard a story and did some singing. We then wrote and created our own stories to share with the Yearly Meeting. These stories included experiences of meeting for worship, creative writing, and paintings. We joined the Fox Cubs for juggling with Michael, we all learnt something new and we all tried our best. We ran a nominations session, in which we focused on speaking truthfully, respecting others, and seeing people's skills, and we learnt that Quaker decisions are not about voting.

Monday started with a ‘Godly Play’ story with Melinda Wenner Bradley from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. We discovered that we all have gifts to share, and did an activity to explore our gifts. 

Our experience of being part of Yearly Meeting included meeting new Friends, playing games together, sharing our stories, and learning new things.

Spiritual Adventurers (9—11 year olds)
Hello, we are the Spiritual Adventurers - 9—11s. This Yearly Meeting, we have been thinking about our Quaker stories and Quaker faith & practice. We had a thoughtful time looking at quotes from Quaker faith & practice and it was nice that we got to have a say. We shared our own Quaker stories in many different ways and had a go at making our own original stories. Stories are always changing. We explored the language we use to talk about what we believe in.

In worship and meditation, we used postcards and special objects to share our Quaker stories. The silence helped us feel connected. 

We developed our team work and friendships through playing games and singing songs of different genres. We liked the opportunities of being in different places, including the park. We enjoyed meeting with the younger children and having visitors. We appreciated making connections with the rest of Yearly Meeting. 

Young People’s Programme (11—15 year olds)
On the 4 of May 2018, 37 young people and 6 adults went to Hemel Hempstead for the Young People’s Programme as part of Britain Yearly Meeting.

We spent the first evening having arrived at Felden Lodge getting to know each other through base groups and interactive games as introduction to one another and the event.

On the Saturday, in the morning after meeting for worship we held a Base Group Challenge, helping us to work on our teamwork and bond.  After that we started to look at Quaker history, in order to begin looking at the theme of Yearly Meeting.  Rhiannon Grant, a member of the Quaker faith & practice Revision Preparation Group helped us to get some background and develop our understanding on whether we think Qf&p should be revised.  We suggested that there should be more material on diversity, recognising different family situations, refugees, and a wider range of spiritual journeys.  Later on, the whole of Young People’s Programme travelled by train to Friends House to join the Yearly Meeting main session and to attend the thought-provoking Swarthmore Lecture given by Chris Alton.
On Sunday, after meeting for worship, we talked about the Quaker business method in base groups.  In our own business meeting we wrote a minute saying we want to embrace diversity, be accessible to all, and that young people should have an active role in achieving these goals.

In small group ‘chatrooms’ we discussed diversity within Quakerism: LGBTQ+ Community, Religious differences and all age inclusion, which allowed us to consider the issue of diversity in a changing world.

After lunch, to let off some steam after a relatively heavy morning, we went outside to play games and have discussions while enjoying the nice weather.  Swarthmore Lecturer Chris Alton joined us for a follow up session on his earlier lecture, where we came up with creative solutions to problems, such as personifying planks of wood to combat deforestation, making the steps to buildings five foot high to highlight their inaccessibility for disabled people, or build a cardboard bus shelter.  Melinda Wenner Bradley told us a ‘Faith & Play’ story about Questions, and we ended the day with a camp fire.

On Monday at Friends House we looked at Quakerism in the future and enjoyed our final sessions together.

The weekend has allowed us to examine and celebrate diversity. There is room for greater inclusion and we want to have an active role in opening our Society to all, regardless of age, belief or identity.

Minute 50: Epistle of Junior Yearly Meeting
To all Friends everywhere,
Junior Yearly Meeting met between the 4 and 7 May 2018 to explore the theme: ‘Quaker faith in practice: What are our beliefs and how can we express them?’

There was a strong sense of community over this weekend. Indeed we learnt from Melinda Wenner Bradley (a Friend from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting) that Community is one of the Quaker testimonies in the USA.  In addition to Melinda, we were delighted to welcome into our community Jo Harris from the United Reformed Church, as well as Rhiannon Grant from the Revision Preparation Group.

Worship was one element of the event which helped us feel closer, and gave us space for spiritual development.  In particular, we appreciated the diversity in the different ways of exploring our spirituality, such as the guided meditation epilogue which many felt enabled them to open up and be themselves.  We gave and heard powerful ministry in our worship, which further inspired many of us to better connect with our spiritual side.

In part due to the speaker’s young age, Chris Alton’s Swarthmore Lecture about being creative in effecting change in the world, resonated with us well. The lecture was humorous as well as eye-opening and encouraged us to think about how we could make a difference in our communities and our lives or, in his words, ‘may we go forth and reshape the world’.

Through our Meeting for Worship for Business we wrote a minute to voice our community’s sense that we should revise Quaker faith & practice.  This was read before Yearly Meeting where the decision was made.  We appreciated the chance to be involved in the decision – through our minute and young people’s ministry in Yearly Meeting session – and expressed a wish to be involved in the revision itself.
The smaller communities of base groups enabled us to discuss further our thoughts and feelings and of course to have lots of fun and meet new people.  Our ‘Where am I?’ orienteering game and quiz were other sources of great enjoyment and helped us to grow even closer together while the final night’s ceilidh was a fitting finale to an inspiring and memorable weekend.

Over the weekend we learnt more about our own beliefs and reflected on how we could express these in Quakerism and the wider world. Friendships were forged and strengthened, and we leave in the knowledge that as a community we can achieve great things.
As one participant said ‘JYM is an experience that I’m never going to forget’.

Signed in and on behalf of Junior Yearly Meeting 2018

Arjun Nanning Ramamurthy


Daniel O’Toole

Clerks of JYM 2018

Minute 51: General Epistle

The General Epistle approved by minute 38 has been read and signed by the clerk on behalf of the meeting.  It reads as follows:

Epistle from Britain Yearly Meeting, held at Friends House, London, 4—7 May 2018

To Friends around the world:

Loving greetings from Britain Yearly Meeting 2018, gathered in glorious sunshine in and around London from 4 to 7 May. We have rejoiced in the voice and witness of Friends of all ages.  Our diversity has been enriched by over 40 Friends and visitors from around the globe, with whom we have shared stories. We have experienced different traditions of worship, created art, sung, and danced together.

The sequence of annual Yearly Meetings in Britain has been unbroken for 350 years.  This year our focus has been to discern whether we are led to revise our book of discipline, which we adopted as ‘Quaker faith & practice’ in 1994. This follows four years of work by our Revision Preparation Group, and study of Quaker faith & practice by many Friends and local meetings. Periodic revision of the book of discipline is an essential part of our witness, recalling the past and looking to the future. 

Encouraged by the voices of younger Friends among us, we have united joyfully, to embark on a Spirit-led process of revision from much-loved foundations.  We know that this will take time and energy. We are clear that we have the resources to undertake this, while continuing our witness in the wider world.

Many voices, experiences and identities are missing from our current book. Since the last revision, our Quaker community and the world around us have changed. We need a book of discipline that reflects more closely who we are now, and explains how and why we do what we do.

At each session, we have heard readings from books of discipline from other times or other yearly meetings.  A passage from ‘Living Adventurously: Quaker faith & practice’ Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting, resonated with the ministry and our desire to see each other truly:

“Africans have a greeting that means ‘I see you.’… Seeing a person, in that salutation, means what is called eyeball to eyeball contact; recognising the presence of a person… someone as alive and as self-aware and as vulnerable as you are.  I see you” (Guy Butler, 1994).

This process of revision may become a renewal and transformation of who we are.  Some of our younger children have asked: ‘What do we want to be? How would we like the world to be?’ We need to be bold and creative in our vision. As we heard in the Swarthmore Lecture, given by Chris Alton, ‘We must imagine this future, for if we cannot imagine it, we cannot speak it into existence.’

In listening to one another we have been both inspired and challenged by our religious diversity. Viewed from a distance, our Quaker community may seem like a single body. Up close, it sparkles in its infinite variety. Diversity in our beliefs and language is a richness, not a flaw. 

We each choose our own words, and together our stories make a whole. We are not only individuals, but also part of a church.  We want the language of our book to be accessible, and also to reflect the wealth of our tradition, and of our experiences today.  

Making space to reflect our religious diversity may be painful.  We should not shy away from expressing who we are.  We accept our vulnerability.  We need to be tender with one another, balancing truth in one hand and love in the other. By listening open-heartedly to one another, we will hear where words come from.  

Change brings both excitement and apprehension.  We have faith that our Quaker processes will help us follow the leadings of God, and take us where we need to be. 

“And the end of words is to bring men to the knowledge of things beyond what words can utter” (Isaac Penington, Quaker faith & practice 27.27)

Minute 52: Naming of clerks for Yearly Meeting 2019 and Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020.

The Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks expect to bring the following names to serve as Yearly Meeting clerks for:

Yearly Meeting 2019

Clerk:



Clare Scott Booth
London West AM

First Assistant Clerk
:
Siobhan Haire
North London AM

Second Assistant Clerk:
Gavin Burnell
Leeds AM

Yearly Meeting 2020

Clerk:



Clare Scott Booth
London West AM

First Assistant Clerk:
Siobhan Haire
North London AM

Second Assistant Clerk:
Adwoa Bittle

East Scotland AM

Minute 53: Concluding Minute

“We looked for blessings, and they were poured upon us.  We looked for guidance and were given strength.  We came for Spiritual refreshment, and in finding it we found responsibility and tenderness for one another and for all.  In love there is unity and it is this which became a reality to us.” (Epistle of Southern Africa Yearly Meeting 1962-3, pp 28—29, from Living Adventurously: Quaker Faith & Practice Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting).
There being no further business for this Yearly Meeting, we separate, hoping to meet again at Friends House on 24—27 May 2019 if nothing occur to prevent.

Deborah Rowlands

Clerk
Schedule of nominations

Table 1 – Report of Central Nominations Committee
Appointments for this Yearly Meeting:
Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.

Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Peter Fishpool 
Central England AM

Nominated:

Alison Mitchell 
Devon AM

Sue Tyldesley 
Lancashire Central & North AM

Vanessa Grimes 
Central England AM

Loveday Redgate
Pickering & Hull AM

David Amos
Kingston & Wandsworth AM

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020.

Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Anne Bennett
Lincolnshire AM

Nominated:

Esther Leighton
Cambridgeshire AM

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020.

Vacancy

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019.

Vacancy

Appointed in the interim by Meeting for Sufferings in December 2017 on behalf of Yearly Meeting to serve from 1 January 2018 until Yearly Meeting Gathering 2018:

Anne Bennett 
Lincolnshire AM

Release:

Rachael Swancott
Pendle Hill AM

Released in the interim by Meeting for Sufferings held 3 February 2018 on behalf of Yearly Meeting:

John Pamely 
Northamptonshire AM

Yearly Meeting Arrangements Committee

Nominated to serve during this Yearly Meeting with the Yearly Meeting clerks and Elizabeth Cave, Peter Fishpool and Fred Langridge of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee:

Andrew Rendle 
London West AM

Vicky Tedder
London West AM

Yearly Meeting Elders

Nominated to serve from Yearly Meeting 2018 (in addition to those appointed in 2017) until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019.

Nominated to serve as Elders:

Claire Bowman 
Central England AM

Margaret Heathfield
Hampshire & Islands AM

Margaret Lawson
Sheffield & Balby AM

Anthony Gimpel
Leicester AM

Nominated to serve as convener of Yearly Meeting Elders for Yearly Meeting 2019:

Margaret Heathfield
Hampshire & Islands AM 
Yearly Meeting Epistle Drafting Committee

To serve during this Yearly Meeting, including a convener.

Nominated to serve as convener:

Catherine Brewer 
Northumbria AM

Nominated:

Kate Macdonald 
Mid-Thames AM

Patricia Cockrell 
Sussex East AM

Wendy Sender
London West AM

David Sanders
North Scotland AM

Catherine Brewer 
Northumbria AM
Elaine Green
Ipswich and Diss AM
Appointments and other changes to committees and groups for work outside Yearly Meeting in session:

Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees
To serve from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2021.

Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Christine Willmore 
Bristol AM
Nominated:

Eleanor Harding 
Central England AM

Georgina Bailey
London West AM

Carolyn Hayman
North West London AM

Quaker Stewardship Committee 
To serve as clerks from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019.

Re-nominated to serve as clerk:

Ursula Fuller 
East Kent AM

 

Re-nominated to serve as assistant clerk:

Martin Ford 
Leeds AM

To serve as members from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.
Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Peter Morris 
Surrey & Hampshire Borders AM 

Nominated:

Louise McCann 
Northamptonshire AM

Martin Burnell
South East Scotland AM
Yearly Meeting Pastoral Care Group

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.

Re-nominated to serve for a third term:

Jacqueline Fowler 
Worcestershire & Shropshire AM

Nominated:

Sue Tuckwell 
Bristol AM

Yearly Meeting Publications Group for Quaker faith & practice

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.

Nominated:

Anna Sharman 
North London AM
Central Nominations Committee co-clerks

We note that Central Nominations Committee has made the following appointments: to serve as co-clerks from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019: 

Gill Reid 
West Scotland AM

Rebecca Garnault 
Hardshaw & Mann AM


To serve as interim assistant clerk during Rebecca Garnault’s absence:

David Beale 
Cumberland AM

Table 2 – Central Nominations Committee: nominations required

Nominations to be brought to Yearly Meeting 2019: 

· Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee: six Friends to serve from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 until the end of Yearly Meeting 2022

· Yearly Meeting Arrangements Committee: one or two Friends to serve with the three Yearly Meeting clerks  and three Agenda Committee members at Yearly Meeting 2019

· Yearly Meeting Pastoral Care Group: one Friend to serve from the end Yearly Meeting 2019 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2022

· Yearly Meeting Publications Group for Quaker faith & practice: one Friend to serve from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 until Yearly Meeting 2022

· Yearly Meeting Epistle Drafting Committee: five to seven Friends to serve at Yearly Meeting 2019, including one to act as a convener

· Yearly Meeting Elders: four Friends to serve for Yearly Meetings 2019 and 2020 

· Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees: five friends to serve from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2022

· Quaker Stewardship Committee clerk and assistant clerk: to serve from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2020

· Quaker Stewardship Committee: three Friends to serve from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2022

Table 3 – Report of Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks

Clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

To serve from 1 January – 31 December 2019:
Caroline Nursey 
London West AM
Assistant Clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees
To serve from 1 January – 31 December 2019:

David Olver 
Craven & Keighley AM
Yearly Meeting Treasurer
To serve from 1 January – 31 December 2019:

Linda Batten 
Sheffield & Balby AM

Table 4 – Report of Yearly Meeting Nominating Group
Released in the interim by Meeting for Sufferings held 2 December 2017 on behalf of Yearly Meeting:
Marta Berbel Gallego 
Young Friends General Meeting

Yearly Meeting Nominating Group brings forward the following nominations to Yearly Meeting 2018:

Central Nominations Committee

Appointed in the interim by Meeting for Sufferings, held on 3 February 2018 to serve with immediate effect until Yearly Meeting 2018 to fill an existing vacancy:

Strawberry Roth
Dorset & South Wiltshire AM

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.

Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Robin Bowman
Central England AM

Strawberry Roth
Dorset & South Wiltshire AM

Nominated:

Gisela Creed
West Scotland AM

John Ainsworth
West Somerset AM

Helen Percy
Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire AM

Linda Wood
Luton & Leighton AM

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019.

Nominated:

Hannah Brock 
Sheffield & Balby AM

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020.

Nominated:

Meg Hill 
Kendal & Sedbergh AM

Release:

Ann Titman
Hampshire & Islands AM

Released in the interim by Meeting for Sufferings on behalf of Yearly Meeting:

Tina Leonard
Oxford & Swindon AM (released 2 December 2017)

Cáit Gould
Young Friends General Meeting (released 3 February 2018)

Jenny Routledge
Norfolk & Waveney AM (released 7 April 2018)

Aidan Childs
Devon AM (released 7 April 2018)

Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2021.

Re-nominated to serve for a second term:

Linda Craig
London West AM

David Lewis
Hampshire & Islands AM

Nominated:
Jamie Wrench
Southern Marches AM

Bob Lovett
Devon AM
Convener of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

Nominated to serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2018 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2019:

Andrew Rendle
Young Friends General Meeting / London West AM
Table 5 - Meeting for Sufferings – appointments for the triennium from Yearly Meeting 2018 - 2021

	AM
	Representative
	Alternate

	Banbury & Evesham AM
	Susie Tombs
	Lynne Richardson

	Bournemouth Coastal AM
	Anthony Woolhouse 
	Kate Mellor 

	Brighouse West Yorkshire AM
	Rosemary Daley 
	Ann Banks 

	Bristol AM
	Heather Lister 
	Helen Chambers 

	Cambridgeshire AM
	Sue Brock-Hollinshead
	Hannah Morrow

	Central England AM
	Cathy Khurana 
	Claire Bowman 

	Central Nominations Committee
	 
	 

	Central Yorkshire AM
	Ruth McTighe
	Jane Pinder

	Chilterns AM
	Jane Edmonds
	Anthony Philpott

	Cornwall AM
	 
	 

	Craven & Keighley AM
	Richard Vesey 
	Keith Reeves 

	Cumberland AM
	Bob Pritchard
	David Day

	Devon AM
	Jacqui Poole 
	Sally Hartog 

	Dorset & South Wiltshire AM
	Jane Fowles
	 

	East Cheshire AM
	Jacqui Moore 
	Eleni Burgess 

	East Kent AM
	Danny Chesterman 
	Caroline Howden  

	East Scotland AM
	Alyson Buchan
	Robert Thompson

	General Meeting for Scotland
	 
	Mike Shilson 

	Gloucestershire AM
	Colin Brown
	Pat Beard

	Hampshire & Islands AM
	sarah coote
	Jane Wilde 

	Hardshaw and Mann AM
	 
	 

	Hertford & Hitchin AM
	Kathy Hindle
	Katey Earle

	Ipswich & Diss AM
	Elaine Green
	Avril Dawson

	Kendal & Sedbergh AM
	Chris Bullard 
	Pamela Coren

	Kingston & Wandsworth AM
	Keith Walton
	 

	Lancashire Central & North AM
	Liz Eddington
	 

	Leeds AM
	Martin Ford
	Richard Levitt

	Leicester AM
	Fiona Cownie 
	Julian Rees 

	Lincolnshire AM
	Mark Lilley
	David Howard

	London West AM
	Simon Risley
	Sandy Horsfall

	Luton & Leighton AM
	Jayne Meadows    
	Neil Morgan

	Manchester & Warrington AM
	Marion McNaughton 
	Steven Johnson 

	Meeting of Friends in Wales
	Gethin Evans
	 

	Mid Essex AM
	Deirdre Haslam
	Brian Wardrop

	Mid Wales AM
	David Jones 
	Carol Satterthwaite 

	Mid-Somerset AM
	Gill Greenfield
	Andy Hall

	Mid-Thames AM
	Doreen Osborne
	Jean Scott-Barr

	Norfolk & Waveney AM
	Jenny Routledge 
	Silas Price 

	North East Thames AM
	Margarete Briggs       
	Anne Smith                

	North London AM
	 
	 

	North Scotland AM
	 
	 

	North Somerset AM
	Shella Parry
	 

	North Wales AM
	Helen Still
	

	North West London AM
	Elise Sakamoto 
	Claire Farrier 

	Northamptonshire AM
	Karen Draycott 
	Sally Lewis 

	Northumbria AM
	Barbara Bone
	 

	Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire AM
	Maggie Lightowler Cook
	Judith Green

	Oxford & Swindon AM
	Bridget Walker
	Tina Leonard 

	Pendle Hill AM
	Gordon Benson 
	Pip Swancott  

	Pickering & Hull AM
	Sam McNair 
	Christine Fellowes 

	QCCIR
	Stephanie Grant
	Nicola Hoskin-Stone

	QPSWCC
	Deirdre Haslam
	 

	QLCC
	Martin Pennock
	Roy Stephenson

	QWRC
	Barbara Windle 
	Ann Floyd

	Sheffield & Balby AM
	Rosemary Roberts
	Craig Barnett

	South East London AM
	Rowena Loverance 
	Jo-Anne Fraser 

	South East Scotland AM
	Henry Thompson
	Kate Arnot

	South London AM
	Bob Rogers 
	Eve Kalmus 

	South Wales AM
	Julia Lim
	Carole Rakodi

	Southern East Anglia AM
	Robert Parkes 
	 

	Southern Marches AM
	Julian Rutherford 
	Maggie Taylor-Sanders 

	Staffordshire AM
	Win Sutton
	Rosemary Barnett 

	Surrey & Hampshire Border AM
	Mary Prior 
	Ivan Hutnik 

	Sussex East AM
	Peter Bolwell
	 

	Sussex West AM
	Colin Holliday
	 

	Swarthmoor (South West Cumbria) AM
	Sue Tompkins
	Cindy Metcalfe 

	Teesdale & Cleveland AM
	Mary Wilkinson   
	Gaynor Hemming

	Thaxted AM
	Sue Moloney 
	Margaret Somerville 

	Wensleydale & Swaledale AM
	Edna Rossiter
	Ian Hunter Smart

	West Kent AM
	Jill Clarke
	 

	West Scotland AM
	Barbara Robinson 
	Ed Tyler 

	West Somerset AM
	Fran Hicks 
	Kathy Gollin

	West Weald AM
	Rosemary Elias
	Bryony Elias 

	West Wiltshire & East Somerset AM
	Jane Stephenson
	Ruth Cook

	Wirral & Chester AM
	Alan Vernon
	Sheila Houldin

	Worcestershire & Shropshire AM
	Andrew Jameson 
	David Bowgett 

	York AM
	James McCarthy
	Sarah Allen

	YFGM
	Eleanor Fuller
	Laurence Hall


Table 6 - Meeting for Sufferings: interim membership changes since Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017
For information we record here the membership of Meeting for Sufferings, excluding those who serve ex officio, as advised to the Recording Clerks Office and appointed by Meeting for Sufferings as at its final meeting on 7 April 2018.

	AM
	Representative
	Alternate

	Banbury & Evesham Area Meeting
	Judith Mason
	Lynne Richardson 

	Bournemouth Coastal Area Meeting
	Stuart Yates
	Kate Mellor

	Brighouse West Yorkshire Area Meeting
	Ann Banks 
	Ailie Kerrane 

	Bristol Area Meeting
	Heather Lister
	Helen Chambers

	Cambridgeshire Area Meeting
	Debbie Cates
	Hannah Morrow

	Central England Area Meeting
	John Cockcroft
	Cathy Khurana

	Central Nominations  Committee
	Gill Reid
	Terry Faull

	Central Yorkshire Area Meeting
	Ruth McTighe
	Jane Pinder

	Chilterns Area Meeting
	Jane Edmonds
	Tony Philpott

	Cornwall Area Meeting
	Alethea Wigzell 
	Julie Taylor-Browne

	Craven & Keighley Area Meeting
	Sylvia Boyes
	Richard Vesey

	Cumberland Area Meeting
	David Day
	David Beale

	Devon Area Meeting
	Robert Lovett
	Terry Faull

	Dorset & South Wiltshire Area Meeting
	Jane Fowles
	Ingrid Ellis

	East Cheshire Area Meeting
	Andrew Backhouse
	Jacqui Moore

	East Kent Area Meeting
	Ursula Fuller
	Danny Chesterman

	East Scotland Area Meeting
	Robin Waterston
	Alyson Buchan

	General Meeting for Scotland
	 
	Kevin Franz

	Gloucestershire Area Meeting
	Colin Burns Brown
	Pat Beard

	Hampshire & Islands Area Meeting
	Graham Dragon
	sarah coote           

	Hardshaw and Mann Area Meeting 
	Maureen Jackson
	 

	Hertford & Hitchin Area Meeting
	Kim Noy-Man Jackson
	Kathy Hindle

	Ipswich & Diss Area Meeting
	Elaine Green
	Avril Dawson

	Kendal & Sedbergh Area Meeting
	Christopher Bullard 
	Pamela Coren 

	Kingston & Wandsworth Area Meeting
	Joan Bulmer
	Keith Walton

	Lancashire Central & North Area Meeting
	Liz Eddington
	Elizabeth Gruar

	Leeds Area Meeting
	John Arnison
	Martin Ford

	Leicester Area Meeting
	Jenny Mattingly
	Angela Walker

	Lincolnshire Area Meeting
	Mark Lilley
	Roger Seal

	London West Area Meeting 
	Simon Risley 
	Sandra Horsfall 

	Luton & Leighton Area Meeting
	Gloria Dobbin
	Jayne Meadows

	Manchester & Warrington Area Meeting
	Diane Furber 
	Marion McNaughton 

	Meeting of Friends in Wales
	Gethin Evans
	 

	Mid Essex Area Meeting
	Deirdre Haslam 
	Brian Wardrop 

	Mid Wales Area Meeting 
	David Jones
	Dave Butler

	Mid-Somerset Area Meeting
	Gill Greenfield
	Janet Lailey

	Mid-Thames Area Meeting
	Doreen Osborne
	Judy Still

	Norfolk & Waveney Area Meeting
	Jenny Routledge
	Teresa Belton

	North East Thames Area Meeting
	Margarete Briggs
	Anne Smith

	North London Area Meeting
	Joycelin Dawes 
	 

	North Scotland Area Meeting
	Jane Booth
	Mary Dower

	North Somerset Area Meeting
	Aubrey Hill
	Enid Smith 

	North Wales Area Meeting 
	 
	Helen Still 

	North West London Area Meeting
	Elise Sakamoto 
	Claire Farrier 

	Northamptonshire Area Meeting
	Karen Draycott 
	Sally Lewis 

	Northumbria Area Meeting
	Michael Long
	Barbara Bone

	Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire Area Meeting
	Nicky Hoskin-Stone 
	Maggie Lightowler-Cook 

	Oxford & Swindon Area Meeting
	Bridget Walker
	Jenny Buffery

	Pendle Hill Area Meeting
	Gordon Benson
	Stanley Lee

	Pickering & Hull Area Meeting
	Christine Fellowes
	Sam McNair

	QCCIR
	Stephanie Grant
	Douglas Butterfield

	QPSWCC
	 
	Jenny Amery

	Quaker Life CC
	Martin Pennock
	Roy Stephenson

	Quaker World Relations Committee
	Barbara Windle
	Ann Floyd

	Sheffield & Balby Area Meeting
	Sue Goodson 
	Sallie Ashe 

	South East London Area Meeting
	Rowena Loverance
	Jo-Anne Fraser

	South East Scotland Area Meeting
	Henry Thompson
	Kate Arnot

	South London Area Meeting
	Gillian Turner
	Antony Barlow

	South Wales Area Meeting 
	Julia Lim 
	Carole Rakodi 

	Southern East Anglia Area Meeting
	Robert Parkes 
	Carol Holding 

	Southern Marches Area Meeting 
	Julian Rutherford 
	Roger Bartlett

	Staffordshire Area Meeting 
	Win Sutton
	Rosemary Barnett

	Surrey & Hampshire Border Area Meeting
	Peter Morris
	Mary Prior

	Sussex East Area Meeting
	Kim Ashcroft
	Peter Bolwell

	Sussex West Area Meeting
	Colin Holliday 
	Chris Bemrose

	Swarthmoor (South West Cumbria) Area Meeting
	Sue Tompkins
	Cindy Metcalfe

	Teesdale & Cleveland Area Meeting
	Kate Allcock 
	Jane Nicholls 

	Thaxted Area Meeting
	Angela Pivac
	John Capper

	Wensleydale & Swaledale Area Meeting 
	Edna Rossiter
	Ian Hunter-Smart 

	West Kent Area Meeting
	 
	Jill Clarke

	West Scotland Area Meeting
	Barbara Robinson 
	Ed Tyler 

	West Somerset Area Meeting
	Kathy Gollin      
	Malcolm Elliott

	West Weald Area Meeting
	Rosemary Elias
	Bryony Elias

	West Wiltshire & East Somerset Area Meeting
	Jane Stephenson
	Ruth Cook

	Wirral & Chester Area Meeting
	 
	Alan Vernon

	Worcestershire & Shropshire Area Meeting
	David Bowgett
	Andrew Jameson

	York Area Meeting
	James McCarthy
	Sarah Allen

	Young Friends General Meeting
	Laurence Hall
	Eleanor Fuller


Table 7 – Yearly Meeting Nominating Group: Nominations Required
Nominations to be brought to Yearly Meeting 2019
· Four Friends to serve on Central Nominations Committee from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2022
· Four Friends to serve on the Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2022
· One Friend to serve as convener of the Nominating Group from the end of Yearly Meeting 2019 to the rise of Yearly Meeting 2020.

