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Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers) in Britain

At the Yearly Meeting in London at Friends House and online,

26 July to 30 July 2024
Friday 26 July: 19:00-21:00, Yearly Meeting Session 1

Minute 1: Clerks

Central Nominations Committee nominates the following Friends to serve as clerk and
assistant clerks for Yearly Meeting 2024, serving until the first session of Yearly Meeting
2025:

Clerk: Adwoa Burnley East Scotland AM
First Assistant Clerk: Fred Langridge Sheffield & Balby AM
Second Assistant Clerk:  Mary Aiston Kingston & Wandsworth AM

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 2: Worship

We have met in worship and we have heard read Quaker faith & practice 2:36.

Minute 3: Welcome to all

We welcome everyone who is attending any part of Yearly Meeting this year. This year
1714 adults have registered in advance to attend, of whom 679 have booked to attend

online and 1035 at Friends House. Of this total number, there are 266 attenders not in

membership. We welcome 274 Friends attending Yearly Meeting for the first time.

Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ | T: 020 7663 1000 | E: enquiries@quaker.org.uk
www.quaker.org.uk | Registered charity number 1127633
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Minute 4: All-age Yearly Meeting

The clerk has outlined what it means to be an all-age Yearly Meeting, including the age-
related programmes happening in parallel with other Yearly Meeting sessions, joining
together in Exploration Sessions and other times when we will all come together.

As well as the Friends gathered in this room and online, we expect one hundred and
eighteen children and young people to attend this Yearly Meeting. These comprise:

Forty-four 0—11-year-olds in four groups participating in the Children’s Programmes
based in Friends House exploring the topic ‘Truth & Joy'.

Twenty-three 11-15-year-olds taking part in the Young People @ Yearly Meeting
Programme based in Friends House exploring the topic ‘The power of Love and Truth’.

Fifty-three 15—18-year-olds taking part in Junior Yearly Meeting being held residentially
as a part of Yearly Meeting on the topic ‘How can we nurture love in our actions?’

There are thirty-one adult volunteers working across these programmes, supported by a
team of ten members of BYM staff across the weekend. All the youth, children and
families programmes’ themes reflect the theme of the Yearly Meeting and we expect all
to come together as an all-age community in the final session of Yearly Meeting.

We look forward to joining with these Friends during this weekend and to sharing their
ministry and contributions during Yearly Meeting.

Minute 5: Committee to Examine Minutes

We appoint the following Friends to examine the minutes of this Yearly Meeting at the
close of each session, and to correct any slight inaccuracies:

Fiona Burtt, London West AM
Barbara Windle, York AM

Deborah Rowlands, South Wales AM
Virginia Morck, London West AM
Sylvia Thomson, North Scotland AM
Keith Braithwaite, East Cheshire AM

If substantive alterations appear to be required, they are to be proposed at the next
session prior to further business.

Minute 6: Agenda

We receive and accept the report of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee in Appendix A of
Agenda & notes and accept the agenda as listed in section 4.

The clerk of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee has introduced the agenda and outlined
the topics for this Yearly Meeting.
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We give thanks for all the work undertaken by staff and Yearly Meeting Agenda
Committee on our behalf.

Minute 7: Eldership and pastoral support at Yearly Meeting

We have heard from Ruth McCarthy (York Area Meeting) and Matt Rosen (Oxford &
Swindon Area Meeting), the co-conveners of Yearly Meeting Elders, and from Patsy
Wilson (Northumbria Area Meeting), one of the co-conveners of the Yearly Meeting
Pastoral Support Group, about arrangements for eldership and pastoral support over the
period of Yearly Meeting.

Minute 8: Report of Central Nominations Committee

We receive the report from Central Nominations Committee on their work in 2023. The
report is at Appendix B in Agenda & notes and in the Schedule of nominations and has
been introduced by the co-clerk of Central Nominations Committee.

Further to minute 10 of Yearly Meeting 2023, Central Nominations Committee brings
forward nominations as specified in table 3 of the Schedule of nominations, as amended
in this meeting and appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, the Friends named are appointed accordingly. We
release the Friend named, with thanks for their service.

We give thanks for the work of Central Nominations Committee on our behalf.

Minute 9: Report of Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

The Nominating Group appointed at Yearly Meeting 2023 brings forward nominations as
specified in table 5 of the Schedule of nominations as amended in this meeting and
appended to these minutes.

These nominations being acceptable, the Friends named are appointed for service from
the end of Yearly Meeting 2024 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2027 (Central Nominations
Committee members) and from the end of Yearly Meeting 2024 to the end of Yearly
Meeting 2025 (Convenor of the Nominating Group).

Minute 10: Central Nominations Committee: nominations required

We ask Central Nominations Committee to bring nominations to Yearly Meeting 2025 as
specified in table 4 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.

Minute 11: Meeting for Sufferings — Appointment new triennium

Nominations from area meetings and other bodies for representatives and alternates to
serve on Meeting for Sufferings as received by the Recording Clerk by 1 June are listed
in table 6 of the Schedule of nominations appended to these minutes.
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Subject to a change made in this meeting and amended in the schedule, these
nominations being acceptable, the Friends named are appointed for service from the end
of Yearly Meeting 2024 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2027.

Minute 12: Nominations to the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group (2024-2025)

Friends are asked to consider nominations for the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group
2024-2025.

The nominations process has been explained. We will return to this later in this Yearly
Meeting.

Minute 13: Letter of Greeting to FWCC World Plenary

We uphold those working on preparations for the Friends World Committee for
Consultation World Plenary Meeting which will take place in South Africa and online from
5-12 August 2024. We will hold this gathering in the light. We ask our clerks and staff to
prepare a letter of greeting.

Minute 14: Receipt of letters of greeting

We have received letters of greeting, from Friends World Committee for Consultation
Europe & Middle East Section and from Ireland Yearly Meeting. These letters have been
published on our Yearly Meeting website.

Saturday 27 July: 9:30-12:30, Yearly Meeting Session 2

Minute 15: Worship

We have gathered together in worship.

Minute 16: Continuing our work on Quaker structures — discerning the future for
Yearly Meeting

We have spent some time reflecting on the proposals brought to us by the Group to
Review Yearly Meeting, Yearly Meeting Gathering and Meeting for Sufferings, and will
return to this matter on Sunday afternoon.

Minute 17: Exploration Sessions

We plan to spend this afternoon in Exploration Sessions, approaching in different ways
the questions we are facing together, about our structures and about truth and integrity.
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Sunday 28 July: 11:55-13:00, Yearly Meeting Session 3

Minute 18: All-together worship

We have worshipped with those participating in the Children’s Programme, Young
People at Yearly Meeting and Junior Yearly Meeting, and, by video connection, with 55
local meetings registered to join from their meeting houses and Friends in many other
locations around Britain and the world.

Minute 19: Epistle
Part of the epistle of Intermountain Yearly Meeting held 12—-16 June 2024 has been read.

Minute 20: The work of Britain Yearly Meeting trustees: Receipt of annual report
and financial statements

We receive and accept the trustees’ annual report, including financial statements, for
2023. The clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees and the Yearly Meeting treasurer have
introduced this report on the trustees’ work and responsibilities.

We note that more rigorous audit requirements and the need to allow staff more time to
prepare the accounts will mean that the accounts can no longer be presented to a Yearly
Meeting held in May. We delegate to Meeting for Sufferings the responsibility of receiving
and accepting the 2024 audited accounts in 2025. We still expect to receive a verbal
report on the outturn of the previous year from our treasurer at Yearly Meeting 2025.

We encourage Friends to read the “Our faith, our work” report and the Trustees’ Annual
report. We give thanks for the work trustees do on our behalf.

Minute 21: Receipt of Tabular Statement

We receive and accept the Tabular statement as at 31 December 2023, published as
Patterns of Membership.

Sunday 28 July: 15:00-16:15, Yearly Meeting Session 4

Minute 22: Worship

We have gathered together in worship.

Minute 23: Continuing our work on Quaker structures

We have considered the proposals put before us, to move to a continuing Yearly
Meeting.

There are Friends among us who feel that this is a risky course, and we are finding it
difficult to reach unity. We will return to this matter in As Led time.
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We give thanks for all the work completed on our behalf by the Group to Review Yearly
Meeting, Yearly Meeting Gathering and Meeting for Sufferings and so many other
Friends.

Monday 29 July, 9:30-12:30: Yearly Meeting Session 5

Minute 24: Worship, vigil and celebration
We have gathered together in worship.

Yesterday afternoon, we met in a gathered peace vigil outdoors, forming a ring of people
around Friends House.

In the evening, we celebrated the 400" anniversary of George Fox’s birth with a party for
all ages.

Minute 25: Testimony

Part of the testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Rosemary Crawley
(pages 17—-19 of Testimonies) has been read.

Minute 26: Words from YP@YM
We have heard from YP@YM, our Friends aged 11-15:

"On Saturday morning, during our theme session with Zephyr, we considered deeply how
we can love those who do bad things, some of us aided by the Swarthmore lecture. This

was a question that we struggled to answer. We were helped by remembering that loving
someone is not the same as liking someone. We thought it was very difficult but powerful
to live a truthful and loving life.

Love is what keeps us going and heals all wounds. It dictates our day to day. We
considered Pandora’s box from the view of living authentically. If we do not live
authentically, we cannot love truly and deeply, as we hold ourselves back. Opening the
box and being honest allows us to offer much more. The power of pacifists comes from
speaking truth in a loving way. If we don’t do this, the world can be a hurtful place,
without understanding.

We talked about love as an action, not a feeling. A useful example was how we can
meaningfully say sorry to someone we love even if we don’t feel loving towards them at
that moment."

Minute 27: Speaking and Living with Integrity

We have spent time with the question: do Friends at Yearly Meeting, or those who read a
Yearly Meeting minute, hear it as a call to personal or collective action?

We recognise the tension: as individuals we need to use our energies wisely and cannot

each do everything. However, in uniting with a Yearly Meeting minute and upholding
6
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each other's work prompted by the Spirit, we can, as a community of Friends, find ways
to do all that we are called to do.

Each one of us must hear the words of a Yearly Meeting minute as an invitation to stand
in the spirit that inspired Christ, inspired the gospels, and inspired the Yearly Meeting
minute, and to be moved in that same spirit in turn.

The word "we" in a Yearly Meeting minute applies not only to the people present in that
Meeting; we only widen the circle of "us" by talking to one another and strengthening the
connections felt between those Friends who do not or cannot attend Yearly Meeting, with
the whole community of Friends in Britain. We need to spend due time in our Local and
Area Meetings considering Yearly Meeting minutes, what we as a Local or Area Meeting
might do and what we as individuals might do. Our time at Yearly Meeting can revive
energy in our local Quaker communities to look again at commitments we have
previously made.

We have heard some examples of how Meetings and other bodies of Friends have been
inspired to reflection and action by our Yearly Meeting minutes on the ever-worsening
climate emergency, on climate justice, on anti-racism and on affirming and welcoming
transgender, non-binary and gender-diverse Friends. This meeting asks our staff to
explore what can be done to ensure that minutes on these and other important matters
are easy to find.

Quaker Meetings can be a space where each of us can be authentically ourselves. This
can be a driver of an individualistic feel, ploughing our own furrows. When we are in true
community, when we know one another and belong to one another and to God, we can
build trust in our Friends to strengthen our work on ourselves and on the world.

We cannot know the long-term impact of a Yearly Meeting minute when we make it.
Some minutes made years, decades or centuries ago are doing tangible good in the
world and in Friends' lives today. This can be true of minutes that feel very much "of the
moment" when they are made, as well as declarations of principle.

It is a great responsibility to discern in community what the Great Creator is leading us to
do. In that discernment, each of us can learn from others and support them in the work
that we cannot do ourselves. God's work is where your deep joy meets the deep hunger
of the world.

Monday 29 July, 14:30-17:30: Yearly Meeting Session 6

Minute 28: Worship

We have gathered together in worship.
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Minute 29: Minute from Junior Yearly Meeting 2024

We have received and heard read a minute from Junior Yearly Meeting (Friends
aged 15-18).

"How can we nurture love in our actions?

We have considered this theme to find out what love means to us and how we can
demonstrate it. The question of how to bridge between the feeling and the enactment of
love brought us to the thought that love begins with oneself.

To release our love into the world we must first fill the jug from which we pour: love and
care for ourselves fundamentally enables us to love others. From a position of self-
acceptance, we find the capacity to connect with the light in others. This returns us to our
innately loving state. Such relationships are the birthplace of universal compassion.

As a JYM community we found belonging, connection and an environment in which
vulnerability allowed us to share truth. We experienced an abundance of love, propelling
a desire to love in the face of injustice. To love, love and keep on loving.

Over the course of the event, we have held in our minds those experiencing hate and
wish for a peaceful world with the belonging we have felt here. We believe love is an
action. Ultimately, this gives us our instruction: to nurture love and find that of god within
us all."

Minute 30: Truth and Integrity in Public Life

We have continued our consideration of Truth and Integrity in public life, introduced at
Yearly Meeting 2023. How can we encourage a culture of integrity in media and politics?
How can we support others, in the wider world and in our own community, to feel safe,
strong and brave? How do we find kinder ground on which to disagree, and enable a
shared quest for truth?

Our meeting recognises that politicians are under huge pressure and this can lead to
temptation towards binary choices. We too often equate politics with confrontation and it
is hard to step away from the desire to win. Following this year's General Election, we
have an opportunity to reset, to engage with Members of Parliament who are new, not
only to their constituency, but to the workings of parliament.

When we see politicians of any party acting with truth and integrity we should thank them
for their honesty and to encourage others to do the same. This encourages those serving
in political positions to aim higher, and is one way towards the kinder ground we seek.

We are reminded to consider where the politicians of tomorrow are coming from and the
world they are growing up in. We must look to ourselves and our standards of truth,
integrity and transparency. If they grow up seeing truth and integrity as admirable, and
normalised and expected, the future can be changed.
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It can be tempting to avoid conflict in expressing our opinions, but we need to find kinder
ground for disagreement among Quakers and in the wider world. Everything we do
should come out of love for ourselves, and for others including those we disagree with.

The questions before us are at root about our testimonies: about humility, recognising
that every moment involves peace and violence in interaction, and being present in that
dance.

Minute 31: Continuing our work on Quaker structures

This session began with minutes and communications from other groups discerning
within our Yearly Meeting.

"Fox Cubs (Friends aged 3-6) explored change and recognised that it comes throughout
our lives. Some things can change. Some changes don’t make us happy."

Junior Yearly Meeting has held a discussion session in which they considered the
proposed experiment of a continuing Yearly Meeting. The report from their session reads:

"Overall there was agreement that the proposal to merge Meeting for Sufferings and
Yearly Meeting seemed to them to be a good way forward to clarify and simply how our
governance works."

We have received and heard a minute from the Spiritual Adventurers (Friends aged 9—
11):

"Residential Quaker gatherings offer good opportunities to get to know one another.
These are good for meeting friends from around the world. For shorter gatherings we
think two days is best and some of us like sleeping in our own beds. Longer gatherings
give us time to have more exploration / experience.

Gatherings are tiring and it would be ideal if we didn’t have school the following day.
We want lots of day events together."

We agree to proceed with the proposals brought to us by the Group to Review Yearly
Meeting, Yearly Meeting Gathering and Meeting for Sufferings, and endorsed by Meeting
for Sufferings, to move to a continuing Yearly Meeting.

We have heard excitement about this as an adventurous way forward. We have also
heard that a continuing Yearly Meeting will be easier to communicate to a wider group of
Friends than the current arrangements and provide more opportunity for Friends involved
in Quaker Recognised Bodies and a wider range of groups and communities to play their
part in our Spirit-led discernment.

We recognise we will all need to commit to these proposals to make them successful.

We hold in the light those who are feeling a sense of loss about elements of a structure
that some have been involved in for many years.
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It is gifted to us that we sit together to know the will of God. We hope that these changes
will bring more opportunities to see one another's faces and grow as a community in the
spirit.

We have heard that there are risks associated with moving forward with these changes,
and risks associated with staying as we are. We are not afraid of the risks in moving
forward but wary of them and recognise the need to manage them. We are excited by
the potential future where we are each challenged to step up and be more accountable,
radical and adventurous.

As we move forward in faith, we are clear that implementation of these plans for a
continuing Yearly Meeting will need to:

e In all things, keep the focus on Spirit-led discernment and seek to maximise the
time available for this.

e Include financial arrangements that can support individuals to attend Yearly
Meeting, and find ways to support Area Meetings who need help with the costs of
representatives’ attendance.

e Ensure sufficient financial resources are available to support the continuing Yearly
Meeting.

e Look afresh at the process for planning and arranging our time together,
experimenting with different ways of working that will not place an excessive
burden on those we ask to take responsibility for these tasks.

Plan for residential Yearly Meetings from time to time.
Consider what clerking arrangements would best suit the different pattern of
meetings.

e Work out what processes we need to ensure that minutes received from Area
Meetings can be properly seasoned and tested.

e Consider whether and how the historic name “Meeting for Sufferings” might be
used within the context of a continuing Yearly Meeting.

e Ensure that our Yearly Meeting sessions and preparation materials include
opportunities for Friends to learn more about our Quaker business method, as well
as how our structures work.

Collect and act on feedback received after every Yearly Meeting session.
Set up a process for a more formal review at a fixed time once sufficient sessions
have been held.

e Ensure that no Friend bears undue responsibility or power; and encourage Friends
to whom power may flow to continually push it back towards the body of Friends.

We expect to minute more detail on the practical next steps tomorrow.

Tuesday 30 July, 9:30-12:30: Yearly Meeting Session 7

Minute 32: Worship

We have gathered together in worship.

10
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Minute 33: Testimony

Part of the testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Alfred Lucas Moon
(pages 39—40 of Testimonies) has been read.

Minute 34: Yearly Meeting Nominating Group: appointment and nominations
required

Further to minute 11, the following nominations are received for service on the Yearly
Meeting Nominating Group from 1 August 2024 until the end of Yearly Meeting 2025:

Elizabeth Allen South East Scotland AM
Ray Bray Bristol AM

Daniel Clarke Flynn London West AM

Zélie Gross South Wales AM

David Heslop Craven & Keighley AM
Frances Rutter Central England AM

Niamh Echo Swinney-Seivwright Young Friends General Meeting
Keith Walton Kingston & Wandsworth AM

Being acceptable to the meeting, the Friends nominated are appointed to work with their
convener, Linda Craig, who was appointed by our minute 9.

We ask the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group to bring nominations to Yearly Meeting
2025 as follows: six Friends to serve on Central Nominations Committee from the end of
Yearly Meeting 2025 to the end of Yearly Meeting 2027; and one Friend to serve as
Convenor of the Nominating Group from the end of Yearly Meeting 2025 to the end of
Yearly Meeting 2026.

Minute 35: The work of our national representative body: receipt of annual report
from Meeting for Sufferings

We receive a report from Meeting for Sufferings on its work in the past year provided at
Appendix E in Agenda & Notes and we have heard from the Clerk. We also receive the
annual Area Meeting Compliance Report which was published on the BYM website.

The Clerk has informed us that Meeting for Sufferings has agreed two minor changes to
Quaker faith & practice. In chapter 12, ‘Caring for one another’, a note at 12.05 explains
our decision to use alternative terms to ‘overseer’, and in chapter 16, ‘Quaker marriage
procedure’ sections 16.52 and 16.53 have been revised to give flexibility over the use of
pronouns in the marriage declaration.

We were glad to hear that Meeting for Sufferings hopes to consider how to approach
questions around the theological and community implications of meeting online and in
blended ways.

11
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We give thanks for the work of Meeting for Sufferings on our behalf.

Minute 36: Receipt and acceptance of report from Quaker Housing Trust

We receive the annual report from Quaker Housing Trust on their work in 2023. The
report is at Appendix F in Agenda & notes.

Minute 37: Preparatory steps towards the change to continuing Yearly Meeting
sessions

We have returned to the issue of changes to our structures to consider the next steps
required.

We expect to start holding sessions of a continuing Yearly Meeting after the rise of the
Yearly Meeting session already called for 1-4 May 2026. Meeting for Sufferings will
continue to meet until that time, after which it will be laid down in its current form and its
functions transferred to Yearly Meeting unless otherwise delegated.

Yesterday we noted a wish to look afresh at the process for planning and arranging our
time together, experimenting with different ways of working. We are clear that our new
arrangements must neither impose too heavy a workload on, nor give too much power to
any Friend or committee. The committee responsible for planning the agenda and those
responsible for clerking our Yearly Meeting sessions could become overworked or overly
influential and we must be careful to support them appropriately to avoid this happening.

In preparation for the continuing Yearly Meeting sessions, we agree the following.
Agenda planning

We ask our existing Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee to continue working to plan the
Yearly Meeting sessions already called for May 2025 and May 2026.

We expect to appoint a new single agenda committee to arrange all Yearly Meeting
sessions to be held after May 2026. We recognise that this body will need time to
prepare, develop new processes and ways of working, and therefore agree that it will
need to start work after Yearly Meeting 2025 ahead of the new arrangements to begin in
summer 2026. For a time, therefore, we will have two agenda committees working in
parallel: the existing Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee, and a new single agenda
committee.

We ask the Recording Clerk to prepare and lay before Meeting for Sufferings in
December 2024 terms of reference for the new single agenda committee to take
responsibility after Yearly Meeting in May 2026. Drawing on the experience of recent and
current clerks of Yearly Meeting and Meeting for Sufferings, these terms of reference
should also propose a mechanism for the appointment of a clerking team for the new
single agenda committee and the continuing Yearly Meeting in a way which will not place
an excessive burden on those we ask to take responsibility for these tasks.

We ask Meeting for Sufferings to adopt these draft terms of reference in principle so that
nominations may be sought before the terms of reference are finally laid before Yearly
Meeting in session in 2025 for adoption.

12
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We ask Central Nominations Committee to add nominations to the new single agenda
committee to the Schedule of Nominations already agreed by minute 10 of this Yearly
Meeting and to bring nominations in line with the draft terms of reference to Yearly
Meeting in 2025, bearing in mind that some continuity with the existing Yearly Meeting
Agenda Committee will be helpful. This will allow the necessary preparatory work in
planning future Yearly Meeting sessions to be undertaken.

The new single agenda committee should report to Yearly Meeting in session at least
once each year on its work.

In the future an important function of the new agenda committee will be to receive and
consider minutes from Area Meetings and other bodies to be laid before the Yearly
Meeting as a whole for discernment. In many cases these minutes will need seasoning
and testing before being forwarded for receipt at a Yearly Meeting session. We ask the
new agenda committee, once appointed, to work with the clerks of Meeting for Sufferings
and others to propose a mechanism for this to happen well, which may well involve other
bodies. We ask the new agenda committee to bring a report on this to Yearly Meeting in
May 2026.

We ask the new single agenda committee also to consider how to ensure that our Yearly
Meeting sessions and preparation materials include opportunities for Friends to learn
more about our Quaker business method, as well as how our structures work. We also
ask them, with staff, to communicate the new arrangements and encourage Friends to
attend.

The name ‘Meeting for Sufferings’

We have heard the concern that we may lose something important by laying aside
completely the name ‘Meeting for Sufferings’. We ask the new agenda committee to give
consideration to this and to report any proposals to Yearly Meeting in 2026.

Constitutional matters

We note that functions currently performed by Meeting for Sufferings will need to be
transferred to Yearly Meeting or formally delegated to another committee.

We ask Meeting for Sufferings, through its Church Government Advisory Group, to bring
forward new draft constitutional text, working with the Book of Discipline Revision
Committee and the Group to Review Central Structures established by BYM Trustees, as
required.

This work should include defining more clearly how representation from area meetings
and other bodies, including groupings not currently represented at Meeting for Sufferings,
will work, and the role of the representatives so appointed.

Financial matters

We ask BYM Trustees to ensure that sufficient financial resources are always available to
enable the continuing Yearly Meeting to be held.

We want Yearly Meeting sessions to be accessible to as many Friends as possible and
we committed in 2017 to removing barriers to participation in our structures. With that in

13



Minutes of Yearly Meeting 2024, July Quakers in Britain

mind, we ask BYM Trustees to ensure that the current bursary scheme for individuals
attending Yearly Meeting is reviewed and ideally simplified.

We further ask BYM Trustees to propose a system for supporting area meetings and
other bodies with the financial costs of representatives’ attendance at Yearly Meeting
sessions and to bring a report to Meeting for Sufferings for consideration at its March
2025 meeting.

Calling of Yearly Meeting sessions

We ask Meeting for Sufferings, on the recommendation of the current Yearly Meeting
Agenda Committee, to agree dates and locations for Yearly Meeting sessions in 2026
(after the sessions in May), 2027 and 2028, noting that we expect to hold residential
Yearly Meetings from time to time and regularly to hold meetings in locations other than
London. We expect that once these changes are implemented it will be for Yearly
Meeting in session to agree the dates and locations of future sessions, on the
recommendation of its agenda committee.

Review of new arrangements

We hope that our new arrangements will allow us to be agile and to make small changes
as we find they are necessary. In particular, we expect that our new single agenda
committee, when appointed, will ensure that feedback is collected after every Yearly
Meeting event and appropriate actions are taken as a result.

We also want a formal review of our new arrangements, and ask the new agenda
committee to work with staff to prepare a plan and agreed criteria for this. The review
should take place no later than five years from the date of the first continuing session.

We note that our minute 31 of our session yesterday also gives guidance to Friends
working to take this forward.

We ask that Friends around the country uphold and pray for those whom we have just
asked to undertake this work. We also give thanks for the work done over the last years,
especially by members of the Group to Review Yearly Meeting, Yearly Meeting Gathering
and Meeting for Sufferings.

Tuesday 30 July, 14:30-16:00: Yearly Meeting Session 8

Minute 38: Worship

We have gathered together in worship.

Minute 39: Words from YP@YM

We receive and have heard words from YP@YM's meeting for worship, on the power of
love and truth in public life:

"Sometimes we can find it hard to speak and share and we need places of safety and
trust, which shows the power of truth.

14
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Our truth can shake the whole world.
If everyone works together we can make a difference.

On an individual level being able to be truthful about what is happening to us can enable
us to share and increase our understanding which can influence wider changes and
conversations within society. This shows the healing power of truth.

We have learnt we are enough and that trying to do too much is not possible — our truth
and care are no less than others. And that trying to love is not always possible but trying
shows we care.

We also know truth can hurt and this is hard. Especially if someone else's truth is not
yours.

We know acceptance is hard, and being truthful when it puts at risk being accepted, is
difficult. But perhaps sometimes we can welcome opportunities even though it might
make us vulnerable."

Minute 40: Receipt of the Yearly Meeting Epistle

The Epistle Drafting Committee appointed by minute 9 has submitted a draft epistle
which has been read and accepted after amendment.

Minute 41: Letter of Greeting to FWCC World Plenary

Further to our minute 13, we have heard a letter of greeting which our clerk will send to
the Friends World Committee for Consultation World Plenary Meeting to be held in South
Africa and online from 5-12 August 2024.

Minute 42: Epistles from other Yearly Meetings

We have received greetings from Friends around the world via epistles from Yearly
Meetings and other bodies, available on the website of Friends World Committee for
Consultation and listed in Testimonies.

Minute 43: Testimonies

The following testimonies to the Grace of God as shown in the life of deceased Friends
have been received (pages 8-53 of the printed edition of Testimonies) in addition to
those from which extracts have been read in our sessions.

Moiya Bewsher (née Kelly)
Marjorie Bliss

Sheila Bovell

Jennifer Butterfield

Allan George John Carr
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Kevin de Choisy

Chris Crouch

(June) Blythe Ellis

John Gregory Evans

William Martin Gibson

Roger Howitt Gillett

Beryl Daphne Hibbs

Neil Jameson

Gerard (Bobby) Locke
Edward Hyslop (Ted) Milligan
Gerald and Beryl Moss
Robert Parsons

Jim Pym

Audrey Regan

John Arthur Rose

Rod Sladen

David Solloway

Richard Taylor

Minute 44: Friends from other Yearly Meetings

Quakers in Britain

We have welcomed 61 representatives and other visitors from yearly meetings and

Friends’ groups around the world.

Minute 45: Inter-church and interfaith and belief visitors
We have welcomed as visitors to this Yearly Meeting:

Olivia Amartey (Elim Pentecostal Church)

Shahin Bekhradnia (Zoroastrian)

Lindsey Brown (United Reformed Church)

Stephen Cooper, Ruth Cooper and Seraphina Cooper (Methodist Church)

Nathan Eddy (Christian Co-chair; Council of Christians and Jews)

David Evans and Sarah Evans (Salvation Army)
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Christopher Jamison (Abbott of the Benedictine Order)

Anna Krauss (Council of Lutheran Churches in Great Britain)

Minute 46: Thanks

We record our thanks to all our staff and all those who have served us so well both
during this Yearly Meeting and over the past year. We uphold those working on the
planning for our Yearly Meeting in 2025.

Minute 47: Receipt of minutes from the Youth, Children and Families Programmes

We have received and heard read a minute from the Children's Programme of this Yearly
Meeting as follows, and have seen ministry from these Friends in the form of artwork:

"Children’s Programme minute to Britain Yearly Meeting

We are the children of Yearly Meeting 2024, who love animals, sunny days and exploring
the world, especially parks.

At Tavistock Square Gardens we made big bubbles and shared games joyfully, like
ducking under, prowling over and even popping through the middle of the parachute.

We brought back small things we loved and thought of their message of commitment to a
sustainable future.

Sometimes it is hard to discern the truth. Leaves change, our lives change and Quaker
communities change. At Yearly Meeting a New Shoot even learned to walk.

Finally we centred down through sand, stories, drawing and labyrinths.
We enjoyed making new Friends.

Please join us in this song ...

“‘Make new friends, but keep the old.

One is silver and the other gold.

We have received and heard read a minute from Young People at Yearly Meeting
(YP@YM) as follows:

"YP@YM 2024 Minute

In YP@YM we were joined by 23 participants and 6 adults over the course of the
weekend, as well as multiple guests, all of whom we were grateful for. We considered our
theme — the power of love and truth.

We enjoyed the interactions we shared with the rest of BYM, including the George Fox
birthday celebrations, meetings we joined in the Light, the exploration sessions, listening
to the Swarthmore Lecture, participating in worship for witness, and the JYM ceilidh.
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In our themed sessions we learned about different aspects of showing love and where
we find this in our day-to-day actions. We also explored the different meanings of truth
and how we can seek it lovingly, and sometimes powerfully, in our lives.

In worship we shared profound ministry often relating to how the theme impacts our own
lives and our personal truths. We appreciated the opportunity to explore things that bring
us love in guided meditation.

During worship sharing we created a tablecloth covered in drawings of people and things
that we love. We used the tablecloth in our fantastic banquet proudly wearing our
decorated bonnets as a homage to quaker history — we celebrated the joy and love that
comes with sharing food.

We got lots of time to enjoy nature and each other’'s company on our trips to the park
where we played games such as frisbee and skipping, and we had an opportunity to
display our creative and collaborative skills when we competed in the base group
challenge. Another outing we shared was taking a trip to see the exhibition of Jason and
the Adventure of 254 at the Wellcome Collection. We enjoyed a reflective moment in the
reading room there too.

Overall, we feel we created a safe and loving community where everyone has felt
comfortable living their own truths."

Minute 48: Epistle of Junior Yearly Meeting
We have received and heard read the epistle of Junior Yearly Meeting as follows:
"To all Friends everywhere,

From the 26th to 30th of July 2024, 51 young people from across Britain and further
afield gathered at Friends House alongside Britain Yearly Meeting for five days of inward
and outward reflection on the theme “How can we nurture love in our actions?”.

Full of exciting new prospects, we lived alongside Yearly Meeting, with participants
engaging in multiple sessions and enjoying the created space for rare conversations
across generations. With new people, a new venue, and new structures a strong
community was fostered as we faced new challenges. We were positively affirmed when
integrating with wider BYM, with our discussions opening new grounds to explore in the
future.

Each day we were embellished with insightful worship. We experienced self-growth in
meeting, with many led to share for the first time. In All Together Worship with BYM, we
were inspired by ministry comparing a meeting to a calm lake, with contributions like
pebbles causing ripples. In some of our meetings there were lots of ripples and we felt
unified when we held guided meditation for Yearly Meeting.

Celebrating the 400th birthday of George Fox united us. We felt connected with our past
and present, through circle dancing and cake, uniting through our closing singing. Music
filled the air at our joyous ceilidh, shared with Young People at Yearly Meeting - a lovely
occasion with great height differences.

18



Minutes of Yearly Meeting 2024, July Quakers in Britain

How can we nurture love in our actions? This theme echoed throughout Junior Yearly
Meeting. The Arrangements Committee opened the event, sharing personal experiences
on the theme. Participants felt inspired and moved, drawing together ministry that
continued throughout the event.

We were grateful for Dave Wiles’ speaking of his journey, which was transformed when
he attended church and found love, in a deeply powerful and moving session for all. The
Quaker Faith in Action team encouraged us to think about non-violent and violent
scenarios, with complex philosophical questions arising as we discussed what constitutes
violence and what actions we could take within our own communities to assert our desire
for change.

Friends held victims of conflicts around the world in the light during our shared Outdoor
Witness. Although we were saddened while considering the various different forms of
conflict that take place - not just war - we found hope rekindled within us upon hearing
the horns of passing cars. A desire for peace is not something confined to Friends.

Ben Jarman, Swarthmore Lecturer challenged both our preconceptions about the people
who inhabit our prisons and the systems which control them. As youth we often feel
powerless, even within our wider Quaker community, and his emphasis on the “tiny slices
of power” that we hold gave a portion back to us.

The connections that we have created here will stay with us for life, affirming our
convictions. We have found everyday power in the love we can share, and feel inspired
to take this out into the world with us. To find and belong to a group that perceives the
world in a multitude of ways is something we find precious, and to come to this event is to
never feel alone.

Signed,
Willoughby Densham Seren Melling Rosa Keene Scott Denmead

Junior Yearly Meeting 2024 Arrangements Committee"

Minute 49: General Epistle

Epistle from Britain Yearly Meeting

Held in Friends House and online from 26 to 30 July 2024

Dear Friends everywhere, we send you our love and greetings.
Gyfeillion annwyl ym mhobman, anfonwn atoch ein cariad a’n cyfarchion.

An all-age Quaker Community has gathered in Friends House and online. Video
conferencing has enabled wider participation, but it can be harder to be aware of
everyone in our sessions. Our time together has included programmes for children and
young people, as well as Junior Yearly Meeting. We have welcomed representatives
from other churches and faiths, and Friends visiting from overseas. Together we have
celebrated the 400th anniversary of the birth of George Fox.
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Change is a constant in life. As a faith community, we seek to follow the promptings of
love and truth. As opportunities open, we try to adapt our ways and processes to meet
the needs of living in a turbulent world.

We strive to be a loving body of Friends where we all support each other — but we often
fall short. How can we open Quaker spaces so that everyone feels welcome? We know
that we each have work to do if we are to hear voices that are unlike our own. We seek
to be Spirit-led, as our experience and understanding permit. May we be aware of our
limitations. May we be open to learn in love. May we be teachable.

How can we love those who do bad things? Loving is different from liking. It is an action,
more than a feeling. Younger Friends invite us to say sorry to someone we love, even if
we do not feel loving to them at that time.

In the Swarthmore Lecture we heard stories of people who had committed serious,
violent crimes and all those who have suffered as a result. When we come close to
people so hurt, there is no easy resolution to their anger, fear, disgust, shame, and
despair. Our responses may include those same emotions. If we recognise these as part
of ourselves, we may be more able to answer that of God in others.

As Britain Yearly Meeting, we have minuted commitments in recent years: to care for our
planet, to become an anti-racist church, to make reparations for historical injustices, to
welcome and affirm those who are transgender, non-binary, and gender diverse. Much
work has been done on all these by some individual Friends and Quaker meetings, as
well as by our yearly meeting staff and committees. However, some have disagreed with
the actions and approaches of others. This has been a cause of pain and anguish. We
have heard in ministry that the strength of a church lies in how it is able to disagree with
itself. In Quaker discernment, unity is not the same as unanimity. Minority views may
well continue to exist. Among ourselves, we need to find kinder ground for our
disagreements. Can we find joy? Can we bring joy?

At Yearly Meeting 2023 we recognised the need to simplify our structures to make them
more transparent and release energy for practical ministry. We urged ourselves to be
radical, courageous, and imaginative. The proposal to meet four times a year for church
governance has been deeply tested, then accepted. In our discernment, our business
method and the discipline this requires of us have proved robust. We look for the fuller
involvement of all members and attenders in all our meetings. There are no observers in
Quakers; we are all participants. Our work benefits when it is carried on by people who
bring with them a range of lived experiences and spiritual insights.

Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing one with another, and forgiving
one another, and not laying accusations one against another; but praying one for
another, and helping one another up with a tender hand.

Isaac Penington in 1667 (10.01 | Quaker faith & practice)

Signed in and on behalf of Yearly Meeting,

Adwoa Burnley
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Clerk

Minute 50: Naming of clerks

Central Nominations Committee currently expects to bring the following names to serve
as clerks for Yearly Meeting in 2025, to be appointed in the first session of that Yearly
Meeting:

Adwoa Burnley, East Scotland AM
Fred Langridge, Sheffield & Balby AM
Mary Aiston, Kingston & Wandsworth AM

We ask these Friends to undertake the necessary work to prepare for that Yearly
Meeting.

Minute 51: Closing minute

Having concluded the business laid before us in the agenda for the Yearly Meeting, we
separate, hoping to meet again at Friends House, London, and online, from Friday 23 to
Monday 26 May 2025, should nothing occur to prevent.

e KL;@

Adwoa Burnley

Clerk
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Schedule of nominations

Table 1a. Yearly Meeting Clerks

Quakers in Britain

Appointed

Position Meeting Nominated to serve:
Clerk Adwoa Burnley East Scotland AM  for Yearly Meeting

. . . " 2024 until the first
First Assistant Clerk [Fred Langridge Sheffield & Balby AM .

session of Yearly

Second Assistant Mary Aiston Kingston & Meeting 2025
Clerk Wandsworth AM

Table 3. Report from Central Nominations Committee

a) Appointments for this Yearly Meeting:

Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee

Appointed (*re-appointed):

Name Meeting Nominated to serve:
David Simpson * Teesdale & Cleveland AM
Aled Vernon-Rees York AM from Yearly

— . Meeting
Felicity Breet Northumbria AM 2024 to
Angela Arnold North Wales AM Yearly
Deborah Mitchell Cornwall AM Meeting

eborah Mitche ornwa 2027

Becky Riddell

South East Scotland AM

fromYM 2024 to YM 2025

Yearly Meeting Arrangements Committee

Appointed:
Name Meeting Appointed to serve:
Jenny Routledge Norfolk & Waveney AM at this Yearly Meeting
Judi Brill Bristol AM

Yearly Meeting Epistle Drafting Committee
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Quakers in Britain

Appointed:
Name Meeting Nominated to serve:
Jonathan Lingham London West AM

during Yearly Meeting 2024

Helen Percy Nottinghamshire &
Derbyshire AM
lan Cook Manchester & Warrington AM

Laurie Michaelis

Oxford & Swindon AM

Kathy Bell Nottinghamshire &
Derbyshire AM

Appointed:

Name Meeting Nominated to serve:

Finola O’Sullivan Cambridgeshire AM during Yearly Meeting 2025
Yearly Meeting Elders
Appointed:

Name Meeting Nominated to serve:

Dic Williams North Wales AM

Eleanor Beswick Oxford & Swindon AM

forYearly Meetings 2024,
2025, and 2026

John Miles Gloucestershire AM

Lee Taylor Luton & Leighton AM
David Simpson Teesdale & Cleveland AM
Paul Hodgkin Ipswich & Diss AM

Gill Grimshaw Banbury & Evesham AM

Cathy Khurana

Central England AM

Appointed as co-convenor for 2024

Name

Meeting

Appointed to serve:

Matt Rosen

Oxford & Swindon AM

during Yearly Meeting 2024
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b)

outside Yearly Meeting in session:

Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

Quakers in Britain

Appointments and other changes to committees and groups for work

Appointed:
Name Meeting Nominated to serve:
Lis Burch Oxford & Swindon AM
John Lewis South Wales AM from 1 January 2025 to 31
. December 2027
Liz Law South East Scotland AM

Released from service:

Name

Meeting

Kathryn Gulliver

West Scotland AM

Clerks of Central Nominations Committee

Appointed:
Position Name Meeting Nominated to serve:
Co-clerk Gill Greenfield Mid Somerset AM  fromYM 2024 to
Co-clerk David Lewis* Leicester AM M 2025

Yearly Meeting Pastoral Care Group

Appointed:

Name

Meeting

Nominated to serve:

Sasha Lawson Frost

'Young Friends General
Meeting

from the rise of
YM 2024 to YM
2027

Steven Walton

Norfolk & Waveney AM

Table 4. Central Nominations Committee: nominations required

Nominations to be brought to Yearly Meeting 2025

Committee

Nominations required

For service

Yearly Meeting Agenda

6

From the end of YM 2025 to
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Quakers in Britain

Drafting Committee

Committee YM 2027

Yearly Meeting 2 To serve at YM 2025

Arrangements Committee

Yearly Meeting Elders 4 Toserve at YM 2025to YM
2027

Yearly Meeting Epistle 5-7 (1 as convenor) Toserve at YM 2025

'Yearly Meeting Pastoral Care 2 To serve from the end of
Group 'YM 2025 to YM 2027
Britain Yearly Meeting 4 1 January 2026 to 31
Trustees December 2028

Table 5. Report of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

Central Nominations Committee

Appointed (*re-appointed):

Name

Meeting

Margaret Calvert *

Manchester & Warrington AM

From YM 2024 to YM 2027

Jennifer Barraclough Oxford & Swindon AM
Sue Goodson Sheffield & Balby AM
Lizzie Rosewood York AM

Jennifer Maclennan

Lancashire Central & North AM

Judith Roads

North East Thames AM

Convener of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

Appointed:
Name Meeting Nominated to serve
Linda Craig London West AM From the end of YM 24 until

the end of YM 25

Table 6. Meeting for Sufferings

Appointments for the triennium from Yearly Meeting 2024-2027
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Quakers in Britain

Wales

Area Meeting Representative Alternate

Banbury & Evesham AM Chris Tombs Julie Tucker
Bournemouth Coastal AM Jenny Tipping Kate Mellor
Brighouse West Yorkshire |Anne Goggin

AM

Bristol AM Kerren Davey Ray Bray
Chilterns AM Sheila Stevenson Douglas Butterfield
Cornwall AM Les Hereward Andrew Bird
Craven & Keighley AM Chris Hart Lois Lodge
Crynwyr Cymru — Quakers in Deborah Rowlands Angela Arnold

Cumberland AM

Mary Savage

Glenn Tomkinson

East Cheshire AM

Keith Braithwaite

Sally Mendham

East Kent AM

Caroline Howden

George Conyne

Gloucestershire AM

Sarah Eilbeck

Hampshire & Islands AM

David Heathfield

Hardshaw and Mann AM

Diana Jeater

Richard Melling

Hertford & Hitchin AM lan Chandler
Ipswich & Diss AM Sally Sparrow Steve Whiting
Kingston & Wandsworth AM Kim Boyd

Lancashire Central & North
AM

Jennifer Maclennan

Leeds AM Veronica O’Mara Richard Hawkins
Lincolnshire AM Chris Rose Julia Richardson
Luton & Leighton AM Anne Seilly

Manchester & Warrington AM

Kate Hughes

Mid Wales AM Carol Satterthwaite Tasha Alden
North East Thames AM Liz Ingham Jo Law

North Somerset AM Shella Parry Carinne Allinson
North Wales AM Mike Turton Terry Eckley
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Quakers in Britain

North West London AM Tony D’Souza Natalie Stacey
Northamptonshire AM Magnus Ramage Matt Keen
Northumbria AM Michelle Caulkett

Pendle Hill AM Damian Entwistle Ben Pink Dandelion
Pickering & Hull AM Paul Wicks Chris Fellowes
QCCIR Penelope Cummins Elaine Green
QPSWCC Sue Curd

QWRC Ruth Homer Anthony Froggett
Sheffield & Balby AM Emma Norminton

South London AM Eva Kalmus

South Wales AM

Teresa Murray

Julia Richardson

Southern East Anglia AM

Robert Parkes

Sara Merrit

Surrey & Hampshire Border
AM

Carina Hamilton

Rosemary Loving

Sussex East AM

Peter Aviss

Teesdale & Cleveland AM

David Simpson

Helen Whittington

Wensleydale & Swaledale
AM

lan Hunter Smart

Samuel Cooper

West Somerset AM

Ali Dominy

Margaret Stocks

West Weald AM

John Manfield

Jo Hills

West Wiltshire & East
Somerset AM

James Copestake

Wirral & Chester AM

Jane Laxton

Worcestershire & Shropshire
AM

Penny Osborne-Gajewski

YFGM

Chloe Scaling

Hannah Stranex

Committee Representatives

Area Meeting

Representative

Alternate

Central Nominations
Committee

David Lewis

Gill Greenfield
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Quakers in Britain

Quaker Committee for
Christian & Interfaith
Relations

Penelope Cummins

Elaine Green

Quaker Peace & Social
Witness Central Committee

Sue Curd

Quaker Life Central
Committee

Quaker World Relations
Committee

Ruth Homer

Anthony Froggett
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