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The #UnseenMarch is online, so you can easily 

share it with those you know. You can also use 

the hashtag #UnseenMarch to highlight examples 

of militarisation you witness, whether in your local 

school, your community or the media. 

#UnseenMarch tweets 

Link to share film: https://youtu.be/OgJ83yYIR1  

 

The Unseen March is a great tool to start a 

conversation about militarisation in your 

community. By organising a screening with an 

accompanying talk or workshop, you can engage 

more people. 

Contact us to plan an event featuring The Unseen 

March where you are. We can provide a DVD, 

workshop resources and advice. 

Make the event even more interesting by arranging a speaker from one of our 

partners such as ForcesWatch or Veterans for Peace UK, or book Journeymen 

Theatre’s Over The Top.  

 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23unseenmarch&src=typd
https://youtu.be/OgJ83yYIR1
mailto:isabelc@quaker.org.uk?subject=Request%20Unseen%20March%20workshop
htttp://www.forceswatch.net/
http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/
http://www.journeymentheatre.com/
http://www.journeymentheatre.com/
https://twitter.com/search?q=#unseenmarch&src=typd
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It is not always clear which schools are pursuing military activities, but you have the 

right to find out. 

Use this two-page questionnaire to approach local schools and find out what military 

programmes or activities they’re involved in as well as how they are supporting 

peace education. This both highlights your concern and helps us to build a clearer 

picture of what is happening. 

Questionnaire for headteachers [PDF download] 

More useful information can be found on the ForcesWatch website. 

 

If you are concerned by the 

militarisation of education, you can 

speak out. By writing to your 

elected representatives or 

highlighting this issue in the media, 

you can encourage more public 

debate. 

Contact the press 
Get a letter published in your local paper. Look out for a local angle such as a 

military parade in your community, military visits to your children’s school or your 

own screening of The Unseen March. 

Contact us if you would like help raising local media interest. 

Write to your elected representatives 
By contacting your Member of Parliament (MP) or other representatives, you can 

make them aware of the facts about militarisation and urge them to question it 

publicly. To encourage local public discussion through the press, you could highlight 

your concerns in an open letter and send it to the local newspaper. 

Download an example letter to your elected representative. [Word document: 24kb] 

You can find and contact your elected representatives at writetothem.com. Since 

militarisation has been pursued nationally, we suggest writing to your MP. But you 

may also want to write to your local councillors about what’s happening near you. 

For Quakers seeking advice on contacting their elected representatives, contact: 

Jessica Metheringham, Parliamentary Liaison Officer, at jessicam@quaker.org.uk 

Mairi Campbell-Jack, Scottish Parliamentary Liaison Officer, 

at mairic@quaker.org.uk. 

http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/military-in-schools-questionnaire-headteachers-principals.doc
http://www.forceswatch.net/projects/details?quicktabs_3=2#quicktabs-3
mailto:isabelc@quaker.org.uk?subject=Unseen%20March%20media
http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/letter-to-your-mp-the-unseen-march.doc
http://www.writetothem.com/
mailto:jessicam@quaker.org.uk
mailto:mairic@quaker.org.uk
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Government guidance requires 
schools to provide ‘balanced 
views’ of controversial issues, but 
sometimes only a one-sided view 
of the military is presented. To 
ensure young people experience a 
balance of different perspectives, 
invite a speaker from one of the 
organisations below. They can run 
workshops for adults or young 
people, in or out of school. 

 Invite a speaker from Veterans for Peace 

UK: http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/education. To book a visit 

email coord@vfpuk.org  

 Let any young people who are thinking of joining the armed forces know about 

www.beforeyousignup.info. This is an independent website that outlines the 

main rules for joining and leaving the British armed forces and is the only 

place you can read the enlistment papers in advance. 

 Host a workshop by ForcesWatch exploring militarisation in 

education: www.forceswatch.net/contact. 

 Book 'Doing the Right Thing?', a Drama and Debate workshop from the 

Leaveners, taking you back in time to the First and Second World Wars to 

explore the difficult choices people faced. www.leaveners.org/#!doing-the-

right-thing/c20yn 

 Book a performance of Over The Top from Journeymen Theatre. This forum 

theatre piece was commissioned by West Midlands Quaker Peace Committee 

in response to the increasing influence of military values in everyday life, 

especially in our schools. 

 

 An easy way to promote peace education is to share peace education 

resources with schools near you. 

 You can find materials from Quaker Peace & Social Witness online. 

 Many organisations in the Peace Education Network (offsite link) offer free 

resources and workshops. If you work with young people, you might want to 

try them out yourself! 

 Explore the stories of those who have resisted war, such as those 

in Conscience and Conviction [PDF] or the Peace Pledge Union’s Refusing to 

Kill (offsite link). 

 Set up a peace project in school, for example through Peace Jam (offsite 

link) or www.flykitesnotdrones.org 

http://veteransforpeace.org.uk/education
mailto:coord@vfpuk.org
http://www.beforeyousignup.info/
http://www.forceswatch.net/contact
http://www.leaveners.org/#!doing-the-right-thing/c20yn
http://www.leaveners.org/#!doing-the-right-thing/c20yn
http://www.journeymentheatre.com/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/peace/peace-education
http://peace-education.org.uk/about-us
http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/conscience-wwi-primary-teaching-resource.pdf
http://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/conscience-wwi-primary-teaching-resource.pdf
http://www.peacejam.org.uk/?page_id=2
http://www.peacejam.org.uk/?page_id=2
http://www.peacejam.org.uk/?page_id=2
http://www.peacejam.org.uk/?page_id=2
http://www.flykitesnotdrones.org/
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 In the run-up to Remembrance Day, make white poppies as well as red 

poppies available. You can get these from the Peace Pledge Union 

at www.ppu.org.uk/ppushop. Learn about the origin and meaning of white 

poppies at www.ppu.org.uk/learn/early/poppy3_early_years.html. 

Our friends at Pax Christi UK are building a petition calling on the government to end 

underage recruitment in Britain. Please sign and share it (Pax Christi petition -offsite 

link) 

The leaflet can be found on the Peaceful Schools website (PDF - opens in a new 

window). 

Many teachers, schools and young people do amazing work for peace, and it’s 

wonderful to celebrate and support these achievements. 

You can nominate a school for a Peaceful Project Award or a pupil or member of 

school staff for the Peacemaker Award! 

Peaceful projects could be things like: 

 the creation of a peace garden or indoor quiet area 

 a training programme for staff and pupils on building positive relationships and 

peaceful conflict resolution 

 setting up a Peer Mediation or Playground Friends scheme. 

A Peacemaker is a child, young person or member of school staff who has ‘gone the 

extra mile’ towards the promotion of peace between others/people of any age. 

Please email anna@peacefulschools.org.uk for a nomination form. 

The Peaceful Schools Awards scheme celebrates the important role that schools can 

play in equipping children and young people with the skills they need to live peaceful 

lives and to be peacemakers. 

The awards have been developed by Quaker Peace & Social Witness, Peacemakers 

in Birmingham, David Holmes – Schools Consultant and Spiritual England. 

www.peacefulschools.org.uk 

Conflict will always be a part of life in schools, but that doesn’t need to be a problem. 

When young people have the skills and responsibility, they can resolve conflict and 

find creative solutions. 

There is a wealth of approaches available for conflict resolution and restorative 

justice in schools. If you have links to a school, you can encourage the establishment 

of these practices and invest in the life skills for peace. 

http://www.ppu.org.uk/ppushop
http://www.ppu.org.uk/learn/early/poppy3_early_years.html
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-recruitment-of-16-year-olds-into-the-uk-armed-forces
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-recruitment-of-16-year-olds-into-the-uk-armed-forces
http://www.spiritualengland.org.uk/files/6614/0923/9566/P._S._Awards_leaflet_2014.pdf
http://www.spiritualengland.org.uk/files/6614/0923/9566/P._S._Awards_leaflet_2014.pdf
mailto:anna@peacefulschools.org.uk
http://www.peacefulschools.org.uk/
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We recommend the Peer Mediation Network, a group of organisations that offers 

training to schools. Peer mediation is conflict resolution by young people trained in 

the process.  

The Unseen March was created to start a conversation, and you can take part in any 

creative way you like. Using the themes outlined in the film, share anything you’d like 

to create using the hashtag #UnseenMarch. This could be any aspect of 

militarisation you see around you and your response to it. 

For example, watch this creative short film looking at the militarisation of boys. Could 

you create your own video? You could video an interview with a teacher or friends 

about their views on The Unseen March. 

Why not book a workshop with an arts organisation like The Leaveners to explore 

the questions raised by militarism through the arts. Through fun, dynamic, thought-

provoking drama, role-play and debate activities, the different angles and arguments 

will be explored. 

http://www.peermediationnetwork.org.uk/
http://www.leaveners.org/

