Marriage according to the usage of
the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) in Britain %,

Application for a Quaker marriage

TlEPNONE: .
EMaQil BAAMESS: ..ot
Registering offiCer Of ... Area Meeting

The officer will be pleased to advise or assist you in any matter of procedure connected
with the marriage. The forms have been designed for use in England, Scotland and
Wales. For civil partnership conversions, and also for marriages in the Isle of Man or
the Channel Islands, the registering officer will advise on any differences of procedure.

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) has agreed to hold same-sex marriages,
and to the conversion of civil partnerships to marriage (wherever legally possible),
throughout Great Britain.

Instructions

The Quaker marriage procedure is described in Chapter 16 of Quaker faith & practice.
It is available online at http://afp.quaker.org.uk. The most recent version was agreed
at Yearly Meeting 2015.

Form A should be completed by both applicants.
Form B/C (Part I) should be completed by any applicant who is not in membership.

Part Il of Forms B/C should be completed, when appropriate, in each case by two
adult members of the Society who are able to recommend the applicant. The
registering officer can advise on this process.

The forms should be returned to the registering officer of the area meeting in whose
bounds the marriage will be solemnised. You should allow an absolute minimum of
ten weeks before the date of the intended marriage, so that there is time for both the
civil and the Quaker procedures to be completed.

You should expect to meet with the registering officer before your application is
progressed, and you may be asked to take part in a meeting for clearness as part of
your marriage preparations.

Civil notice should not be given until the registering officer agrees that a Quaker
marriage can be held.
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In order that the marriage may be solemnised in accordance with the law and with the
usage of the Society the couple must:

e apply to the appropriate registering officer for their marriage to be solemnised
according to the usage of the Society as outlined above; this is done by
completing Form A

e obtain support in writing from two adult Friends for each non-member applicant;
this is done by completing Form B/C.

e give authorisation (via Form D) to the superintendent registrar for each non-
member applicant, at the time when notice of marriage is given. (This is not
required in Scotland.) If the registering officer assents to the applicant on Form
B/C, Form D will then be issued

e give notice of intention to the (superintendent) registrar and obtain the schedule
which must be sent to the registering officer without delay

e obtain a Quaker Certificate of Marriage, after consulting with the registering
officer, to be completed in accordance with Quaker faith & practice (Qf&p
16.57-59).

Using Forms E to H, the registering officer will arrange for the necessary public notice
of the intended marriage to be given. They will also apply to the appropriate meeting
for a meeting for worship to be appointed, and will inform the couple when the meeting
for worship for the solemnisation of their marriage has been appointed. Subsequently,
they will inform the meeting that the marriage taken place.

The registering officer will ensure that the Marriage Schedule is completed correctly.
In England and Wales, the registering officer should ensure that the completed
schedule is returned to the registrar, while in Scotland, the couple is responsible for
informing the registrar that the marriage has taken place.

Civil marriage certificates are issued by the registrars, not the Quaker registering
officer.

The Area Meeting, and Britain Yearly Meeting, keep parts of this information
permanently as a historical record of marriage

No fees are payable to officers of the Society in respect of the solemnisation of a
marriage.

These forms need to be completed so that we can ensure that our marriages comply
with the regulations for Quaker marriages agreed by Britain Yearly Meeting, which
form Chapter 16 of our book of discipline: Quaker faith & practice, to which reference
should be made for full regulations and instructions. In addition to that chapter, there
is a handbook for registering officers, available for download at www.quaker.org.uk/ro,
which gives additional information.



http://www.quaker.org.uk/ro

Quaker marriage Form A

This form is to be completed and signed in all cases by both applicants,

each in the presence of a witness, and to be sent as soon as possible 0(,
to the registering officer of the area meeting within whose auspices ‘74‘4\
the marriage will take place 4:9

Declaration of intention of marriage

BIC=] =] o] Lo ] o 1= PP P PP PPPPPPPPPPPP
EMAIT BOAIESS ...ttt e ettt et e e ettt e e e e e e et et e e e e e ae s
Marital status ........ccceeevieeeiiiiiiiiieeeeee, (e.g. single) OCCUPALION........ccciviiiiiieie e
Age at planned date of marriage...........cccccceee... Date of birth ...,
Child of Parent one Parent two

Parents’ full NAMES: e
OCCUPALIONS: i e
AdArESS(ES):
Please indicate if deceased oo

And

BIC=] =] o] o] 1= PP PPPPPPPPPPPP
[ =TT = To [0 [ = PP
Marital Status .............eeevvvviiiiiiiiiniiininns (e.g. single) OCCUPALION.........ccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee
Age at planned date of marriage............ccceevvvennnes Date of Dirth ........coevveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Child of Parent one Parent two

Parents’ full NAMES: e
OCCUPALIONS: e s
AdAresSS(BS): e

Please indicate if dBCRASEU oo

hereby inform you that it is our intention to take each other in marriage.
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It is our wish, if convenient to Friends, that our marriage may be solemnised at a meeting for worship

A L e, Meeting House/place
o PP (Day of the week and full date)
= ) P (Time)t

And we both declare that

e we are clear of any other marriage commitments and;
¢ we have reached 18 years of age

First applicant:

S T [ 1Yo I { L (Full date)
Signature of first aPPHCANT ..........ooiiiii e e e e et e e e e e e e e
Being not in membership OR @ MEMDBEr Of ......o.ooiiiiiii e
................................................................................................. Area Meeting (delete as appropriate)
Signature of 0ne adult WItNESS ........ooiiiiiiii
Name and AddrESS Of WITNESS ......uuuuuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiibieb bbb eesseeeees

Second applicant:

S 1o [ 1Yo I {1 PP SR (Full date)
Signature of SECONd APPIICANT ... e e e et e e e e e e e e
Being not in membership OR @ MemMDEr OF ... e
................................................................................................. Area Meeting (delete as appropriate)
Signature of 0ne adult WINESS .......oooiiiiiii
NamMe and A0AIrESS Of WITNESS ......uuuuuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiitiiibtieebe bbb

t If necessary the day, time and place may be left blank, but in this case particulars should be sent
to the registering officer as soon as possible. The place will need to be agreed before any civil
notice or other arrangements are made.



Quaker marriage

Key facts
For the use of the registering officer 004
%
R
About the couple Applicant one Applicant two
Name ............................................................................
(Commonly knownas) T
Address e,
Telephone s
Email
Correspondence address
£ different from above T s
Telephone T
Amemberof AM e, AM
Notinmembership e e
Attends meeting Yes / No Yes / No
Gender e,
Pronouns e e
Nationality, if NOt UK. e

(Non-UK citizens may need to follow additional steps when giving notice to the civil authorities.)

Names and address of clerks of local meetings (if one of the couple does not attend
meeting, give details of the meeting nearest to where they live).

Local meetings for: Applicant one Applicant two

(Names and i e
contact details Of tNE  coeereeee e
Clerk or Correspondent) ............................................................................
Is this a civil partnership conversion? Yes / No If yes, please contact the Recording Clerk.
Is this is an urgent marriage? Yes / No If yes, please contact the Recording Clerk.
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To confirm in initial discussion with the couple

Has the couple booked the wedding venue (whether Quaker or non-Quaker)? Yes / No
Date and time of planned marriage confirmed (you may need to check this with meeting

house wardens) Yes / No
Place of planned marriage confirmed Yes/No

Registration district of venue (if not a Quaker venue, see the RO Handbook for advice)

Has the couple booked any reception venue? Yes/ No

If a meeting for clearness is to be held, record details here:

Is the couple able to prove the end of any previous marriage/civil partnership?
They need to do so to give notice to the authorities

Planned marriages in England and Wales

Date and place of appointment at Register Office for first applicant .............................

and for second appliCant (if different)..........oeeeuuuuriiieeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e
Planned marriages in Scotland

Name of District to which the notice of marriage needs to be given....................co.
Approximate numbers expected at the meeting for Worship.........ccccccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee

Wording options for the Quaker certificate and declarations discussed and agreed



Keeping a record of the Quaker Forms

Form A (and B/C if reqUIred) SENT ........oiiiiieiiiieeie e e e e e e e eaanns (Date)
Form A (and B/C if required) returnNed ..........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiee e eeeeees (Date)
Form B/C (first applicant): RO to confirm both counter-signatories are in membership.....Yes
Form B/C (second applicant): RO to confirm counter-signatories are in membership....... Yes
Form D issued to first applicant (if not in membership)...........cccoeoiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeees (Date)
Form D issued to second applicant (if not in membership) ..........ccccviiiiiiiiiiieeenns (Date)

Form D is not needed for marriages in Scotland
FOrm E Sentto ..., Meeting ON ...ooovvvveiiiiie e (Date)
FOrmM E FEIUIMEA ..ottt (Date)

Second Form E only required if the couple attend or are members of different meetings.

FOrm E SeNttO ......ccoovviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee Meeting ON .....oooovviiiiiiiii (Date)
FOrM E FELUMEA ...ttt (Date)
Objections received/No 0bjeCtioNS rECEIVEM..........ccciiiiiiiiiii e eeaaans
Form F. That body that grants permission for the marriage is ............... Area/Local Meeting

(Local meetings can only grant permission for weddings as detailed in Qf&p 16.41)

ol T ST~ | (o I od 1= Qo PP
....................................................................... AM/LMon ......cccccceeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeiinnn.....(Date)
o0 0 o 1= (0 = [PPSR (Date)
Meeting for worship appointed for ...........ccccvviiiiiiiiie e (Day/date/time)
1 P PPPTR (Place)
Couple notified on Form F, Part lll (or by letter oremail) on ...........ccccooeeeiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. (Date)
FOorm G sentto ...ccooeeeveiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e Meeting ON ......ccovvviiiiiiiii e, (Date)
o T 4 I T = 10 1T PP (Date)

For marriages at non-Quaker venues please obtain the Form G variant available from the RCO and
follow the advice that comes with that form.

Form Hsentto: Clerk of ..o, AM where marriage solemnised
0] o (Date)
Area meeting minute recording the marriage received on..........c.ccoocevvvveieeees copy attached.
Second form H (If required) CIerk Of ..o AM
of which first applicant is @ member ON ... (Date)
Third form H (If required) Clerk Of ... e AM

of which second applicant is @ MEMDEr ON ..o (Date)



Final preparations with the couple

Superintendent Registrar’'s Marriage Schedule received.............ccoooi
Wording options for the Quaker certificate and declarations confirmed.............cccccvvvviiiinnnnn.
Quaker Certificate of Marriage received / checked.............cooiiiiiiiiiii i,
How will it be brought t0 the MEetING? .......ovviiiiiiiiiiiee e

Other matters (including elders, certificate ‘monitors’, leaflets, names of initial witnesses for
Quaker certificate and civil schedule — can be different people):

Final Quaker administrations
Details of marriage entered on online Individual marriage report ............cccovveiveevinnnnnnn. (Date)
Submitted details checked against RO’s records: are they absolutely correct?......... Yes/ No

(Any corrections required should be emailed to wedding@quaker.org.uk )

Report of numbers of marriages reported on online form............ccooooiiiiiiiiiici, (Date)
(All marriages and civil partnership conversions should be reported)
Date the paperwork can be deStrOYed...........ouuuiiiiiiiiiii e

(five full years after the end of the calendar year of the marriage)


mailto:wedding@quaker.org.uk

Quaker marriage Form B/C

Part |

This part of the form should be completed by an applicant who is not in membership. Otherwise it
should be left blank. The applicant should obtain the written recommendation of two adult members
of the Society on Part Il (overleaf). The registering officer can help with this, if required. The whole
form should then be returned, together with Form A (and a second Form B/C if applicable) to the
registering officer of the area meeting within whose bounds the marriage will take place.

Application by someone not in membership
LI USSP Area Meeting
PP (Full name)

hereby declare that | wish to be married according to the usage of the Religious Society of
e 1Y 10 ES N (o PSPPSR (Full name)

and if permission so to do be granted, | undertake to comply in all respects with the marriage
regulations of the Society.

1 [ =T 0 1o o PP (Full date)
............................................................................................................. Signature of applicant



Quaker marriage Form B/C

Part Il

This part of the form should be completed and countersigned by two adult members of the Society of
Friends, neither of whom should be a close relative of either of the couple (Qf&p 16.27). They should,
either separately or together, have discussed the application with the applicant and be satisfied that
the applicant is in unity with the Society’s testimony as to the nature of marriage (see Quaker faith &
practice chapters 16 and 22).

Statement of support
We agree that permission to be married according to our usage may suitably be granted to
.............................................................................................................................. (Full name)

with whom we have discussed this request. We are satisfied that the person named is in unity
with the Society’s testimony as to the nature of marriage.

Telephone...........c Email. ...
MEMDET OF et Area Meeting

Telephone..........cco EMail. ...,
MEMDET OF oo Area Meeting



Quaker marriage Form D

Marriage in England and Wales
according to the usage of the @,
Religious Society of Friends

Registering officer’s certificate, as required by the Marriage Act 1949 s.47(2)(b), to be produced by,
or on behalf of, a non-member on giving the required notice to the superintendent registrar.

Certificate

I hereby Certify TRAL .........ooo i a e (Name)
is duly authorised under the general rules of the Religious Society of Friends to marry
............................................................................... (Name) according to the usage of the said Society.
SIGNEA TS ..t e e e e e e e e e (Full date)
............................................................................................................................ (Name and signature)
Registering OffiCer Of ..o e e Area Meeting

Note that no certificate is able, or required, to be issued for a member of the Society of Friends getting
married.

A certificate is not required/has also been issued (delete as required) for the person they are planning
to marry.

Quaker marriage Form D

Marriage in England and Wales
according to the usage of the %,
Religious Society of Friends

Registering officer’s certificate, as required by the Marriage Act 1949 s.47(2)(b), to be produced by,
or on behalf of, a non-member on giving the required notice to the superintendent registrar.

Certificate

[ hereby Certify tRAL .........ooo i e e (Name)
is duly authorised under the general rules of the Religious Society of Friends to marry
............................................................................... (Name) according to the usage of the said Society.
YT T =0 11 PP (Full date)
............................................................................................................................ (Name and signature)
Registering OffiCEI OF .....uii e aaaaaa Area Meeting

Note that no certificate is able, or required, to be issued for a member of the Society of Friends getting
married.

A certificate is not required/has also been issued (delete as required) for the person they are planning
to marry.






Quaker marriage Form E
Application for public notice of

Intention of marriage 004
T
K
To the clerk or correspondent Of ... Local Meeting
Part |

Please would you ensure that the following Notice of intention of marriage (overleaf) is
read out at the close of the next usual meeting for worship to be held (Qf&p 16.31). If more
than one meeting is regularly held each week, then consult the registering officer. This is to
comply with the law and the Quaker marriage regulations of Britain Yearly Meeting. It informs
Friends that there is an intention of marriage of which the details are set out in the notice.

Notice has to be read out at the meetings to which each of the couple belong (or attend if not
in membership). Where one of the people getting married does not attend meeting for
worship, then notice has to be given at their nearest meeting.

Proper public notice of the intended marriage needs to be given at the meeting, and you need
to certify that this has been done on Part Ill of this form, which should be returned to me as
soon as possible.

If you have any questions about what to do, please contact me.

Signed ..o Dale ..
AN F= 1 PP RPPPIN
Telephone.......ccocooviiiiiiiiii e, Email......cooi

Registering oOffiCer Of ..o Area Meeting



Quaker marriage Form E
Application for public notice of

Intention of marriage @,

Part Il

Notice of intention of marriage
Friends,

There is an intention of marriage between

(0 PP
e= 0 0 T=T 0 0] o T= ] o ) PP
.................................................. Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)
0 S
= 0 0= 0 0] 1= o )
.................................................. Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)

................................................................................................................................. (Name)

OF e

........................................................................................................................................ (Address)

Registering offiCer Of ... Area Meeting
Part Ill

Certificate of public notice
To the registering officer:
The above notice of intention of marriage was given at the close of meeting for worship at

o] o USSP (Day of the week and full date)
1S [0 11T o U RSPPPPPPN
Clerk, or other Friend by whom the notice was given, of .............ccooviiiiiiiiii e, Meeting.

Confirmation that this has been read out can be supplied to the registering officer by email, but the
original does need to be returned to the registering officer by hand or by post.



Quaker marriage Form F
Request for appointment of

meeting for worship 004
%

This is an agenda item for the next business meeting (Qf&p 16.41-16.43).

If no such meeting is planned before the date of the marriage, then please refer to Quaker

faith & practice 16.44/16.45 for how to make decisions between meetings.

Part 1l of this form should be completed and the whole form returned to the registering

officer.

Part |

TOThe CIEIK Of oo Area/Local Meeting

There is an intention of marriage between

Of oo

A MEMDET OF L. Area Meeting / not in membership

= 0T RO P TP PP TTPPPPPI

0 O PP TR TR

A MEMDEE Of Louieiii e Area Meeting / not in membership

and it is desired, if the meeting agrees, that this marriage may be solemnised at

............................................................................................................ Meeting House (or other place)

ON e (day of the week and full date) at:. ........cccccceeeerrnnnns (Time)

This is to ask whether a meeting for worship can be appointed to be held at this time, or at any other
time by arrangement with the couples.

SIGNEA oo Name: ..o Date......oovvvveeveeeenenn.
0 PP T PP
Telephone ..., EMail ...
Registering OffiCEI OF ......u e Area Meeting
Part Il Confirmation of appointment of meeting for worship

This is to certify that by our minute number ...........ccccccceiiiiiiiiiiie a meeting for worship for the

solemnisation of the above marriage has been appointed to be held at

.............................................................................................................. Meeting House/or other place
o] o 1 (Day of the week and full date) at:. ..........cceevveevnnnnnn. (Time)
SIgNEA ... D= (=
Clerk Of o, Area/Local Meeting

This confirmation can be passed to the registering officer by email in the first instance, but this whole
form should be returned to them.



Quaker marriage Form F
Request for appointment of

meeting for worship @,
%
N
gy
Part Il
To:
................................................................ AN Lo

| am glad to inform you that ..o, Meeting has agreed to hold a
meeting for worship for the solemnisation of your marriage at ............cccccccvvvemvmmmemmnneinininnnnnns
......................................... Meeting House on .....................eeeeeeeeeeee.....(Day of the week)
................................................... (full date) at:..........coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. (TIME)

Please make sure that | receive the civil paperwork from you in good time before the marriage

If we have not already done so, we need to agree the wording of the Quaker certificate as
soon as possible.

The wording of this part of Form F can be used as a basis for a letter or e-mail to the couple.



Quaker marriage Form G
Request for public notice of

Meeting for worship @,
%
<
Part |
TO e ClErK OF .o e e Meeting

Please would you read out the following notice to comply with the law and the Quaker
marriage regulations of Britain Yearly Meeting. If you have any questions about what to do,
please contact me.

A meeting for worship for the solemnisation of marriage between

(0] o R (Day of the week and full date) ................... (Time)

Friends and attenders are hereby invited to attend this public meeting for worship.

Public notice of the above appointed meeting for worship must be given at the place at which
it is to be held at the close of the usual meeting for worship last held there before the day of
solemnisation (Qf&p 16.47). If more than one regular meeting for worship is held each week,
please contact the registering officer for advice.

Part I
Confirmation of the public notice of meeting for worship
To the registering officer Of ... Area Meeting

This is to confirm that public notice of the above meeting for worship has been given in
accordance with 16.47 of Quaker faith & practice.

The registering officer can be informed that the notice has been read out by email, but the
form does need to be returned to them.






Quaker marriage Form H

Certificate of accomplishment
for the Area Meeting that is responsible for the marriage o(/

When the marriage has been solemnised and duly registered the registering officer shall report it to
the area meeting. The area meeting shall record by minute the receipt of such report with particulars
of the membership of the couple, and the date and registration of the marriage.

In cases where either of the couple is a member of an area meeting other than the one under the
auspices of which the marriage has taken place, the registering officer of the area meeting
responsible for the marriage shall report it to the clerk of each such area meeting, which shall
similarly record the particulars of the marriage by minute.

(Qf&p 16.63).

TO the Clerk OF oo e e e e e aaenes Area Meeting

| hereby certify that the marriage between

A MNBIMIDET Of
..................................................... Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)
=3 o U USUPPPPPPPIN
= 0 01T 0 0] 01T oo ) PP
..................................................... Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)
WaS SOIEMNISEA Al ...ooeviiiiiee e Meeting House/place
(0] 3 PO PPP PP (Day of the week and full date)
AL e (Time) and has been legally registered.

Please minute that this marriage has taken place at the next area meeting and send a copy
of the minute to the registering officer.

This certificate should be kept with the minutes.






Quaker marriage Form H

Certificate of accomplishment
To report to another Area Meeting that one of their members has o(/
had a Quaker marriage. ‘74&

When the marriage has been solemnised and duly registered the registering officer shall report it to
the area meeting. The area meeting shall record by minute the receipt of such report with particulars
of the membership of the couple, and the date and registration of the marriage.

In cases where either of the couple is a member of an area meeting other than the one under the
auspices of which the marriage has taken place, the registering officer of the area meeting
responsible for the marriage shall report it to the clerk of each such area meeting, which shall
similarly record the particulars of the marriage by minute.

(Qf&p 16.63).

TOthe Clerk OF oo e e e e e aaenes Area Meeting

| hereby certify that the marriage between

amemberof ... Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)
= 3 0 U USUPPPPPPPI
amemberof ... Area Meeting / not in membership (delete as appropriate)
Was SOIEMNISEA Al ...coeviiiciee e Meeting House/place
(0] 3 PO PPP PP (Day of the week and full date)
AL e (Time) and has been legally registered.

This certificate should be kept with the minutes.
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