Engaging Young Adult Quakers Living Adventurously Grants – Guidance Notes

Please read these notes before completing the application form and please contact youngadultgrants@quaker.org.uk if you have any questions or require any assistance. If you are unable to complete the application yourself, someone else can do so on your behalf.

Introduction
Grant-making is an important part of turning our faith into action. Through our grants we support individuals in their work and development around our values. 
Living Adventurously Grants are designed to support young adults in service they feel led to do as part of their Quaker witness, which is otherwise not possible due to financial constraints. Our grant making focusses on faith-led concerns that enable change.
This service might take the form of volunteering, whether in the UK or abroad, or other forms of Quaker witness. These grants are not intended to only support activities run by Quaker organisations. However in all cases applicants must demonstrate a clear link between the activities proposed and their Quakerism, whether through the Quaker testimonies or by the impact which the activities will have on their local or national Quaker community. 
Applications for Living Adventurously grants will be considered once every 3 months. 
There is insufficient funding to support all applications and applicants will need to demonstrate clearly how they meet eligibility criteria.

Eligibility 
Applicants should be 
· A member of, or closely connected with, the Religious Society of Friends in Britain 
· Aged 18-35 
· Able to explain clearly how the work they feel led to do relates to their Quaker witness, and how it will benefit their local or national Quaker community or wider society  
· Able to explain how any learning involved will enable them to serve society and/or the Religious Society of Friends
· Applicants should have assured themselves that the direction they have chosen to take is spirit-led, and should indicate who has helped with the discernment process. 

Living Adventurously Grants are very unlikely to be given for attendance at short courses at Woodbrooke or other Quaker events (please apply for a Quaker Events and Learning Grant in these circumstances). They might be used towards the Equipping for Ministry programme or other longer-term Quaker learning run for young adults (currently the Young Adult Leadership Programme is not running, but this would be eligible).
Completing the application form

Applications 
Applications should be submitted through the online form on the website. If for any reason you are unable to complete the online form please email youngadultgrants@quaker.org.uk. 

Sums available 
A grant of up to £1500 may be made to any one application. 

Reapplications 
A single grant will be awarded to each successful applicant. Unsuccessful applicants may re-apply for a grant but will not be considered within 12 months and if necessary priority will be given to first time applicants. 

Your Quaker community
This could be a local or area meeting, Young Friends General Meeting (YFGM), a local young adult worship group, an annual Quaker event (as attender or volunteer for Children and Young People’s events), European and Middle Eastern Young Friends (EMEYF), or other Quaker group that you consider to be your worshipping community.
If you do not consider yourself to be a part of one of these groups, please give examples of how you have been involved with Quakers in Britain.

Have you already applied to your local or area meeting for any financial help?
You may not feel able to ask your local or area meeting for help, particularly if you do not view it as your main Quaker community. You do not need to approach them for help before applying for a Quaker Events & Learning Grant, but if you haven’t done so, you just need to briefly outline why this is. We ask this question as some people may not be aware of it as a potential source of help, and to ensure that such funds are accessed where possible.

Your Proposal
Please outline what the grant would be used for. This section should be between 750-1000 words in total.
• How does this proposal relate to your Quaker witness? 
• How will it benefit your local or national Quaker community or wider society? 
• Will it meet all the expenses involved? If you have other sources of funding, please give details 
• Please outline how you have established that the direction you have chosen to take is Spirit-led, and please indicate who has helped with the discernment process.

Amount of money being applied for
Please outline the expenses and give details.

The role of a supporting Friend 
The application must give details of a supporting Friend. This person must be a member of, or closely connected with, the Religious Society of Friends in Britain, who has oversight responsibility within a Quaker community (whether a Local Meeting or YFGM, or as an organiser of a young adult Quaker group). Supporting Friends will be contacted to confirm that the applicant meets the eligibility criteria and that other funds have been considered. 
Please make sure you have their permission to share their contact details and personal data with us. 
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Reporting
The intention with this grant-making scheme is to build a community of alumni who are able to share the impact that the grants have had on their lives and their Quaker witness. As well as a written report of 500 words, we therefore also encourage recipients of Living Adventurously grants to share their stories in different formats which will be accessible and engaging to other young adults. This might include videos, being interviewed on a Quaker podcast, or Instagram stories or takeovers (with the permission and where appropriate, the support of the BYM comms team). 
Alumni stories may be shared on our website and social media to promote awareness of the grants and to encourage others to apply. We may organise virtual meetups via Skype for members of this alumni community to share their experiences. 



