
Should we be

1
www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education

Aim: Learn about the different factors that cause insecurity and how we 

could make the world safer.

Age 13-16

Activity (See slide notes for details) Minutes

Introduce concept of “security” and pose the question- what  makes everyone 

safer?

5

Image sort: small groups (2-4) quickly sort images that make you safe/unsafe. 

Follow-up with class discussion. Print and cut out the images beforehand.

20

What’s the biggest threat?: Class discusses what poses the biggest threat; is 

it spiders, terrorism, mental health problems

5

Threat assessment: introduce facts about the different threats to security. This 

can be teacher-led or group work (print out the slides)

15

Decide which is the greater threat. 10

Video and explanation: Why wo we need to rethink security? 5

Opinion spectrum: should we rethink security? 10

Make a problem tree based on case studies 15

Make a solution tree to address case studies 15

Repeat opinion spectrum: what do we think now? 10

http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
https://vimeo.com/293555408
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Printable Resources

2

Printable images Printable table

worksheet

Printable threat 

info and figures

Printable case 

studies

Printable problem 

and solution trees

Printable information about 

these underlying problems

Check slide notes for 

lesson  guidance 
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Do we need to

rethink security?
A citizenship inquiry

3

www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education

http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
http://www.quaker.org.uk/peace-education
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security
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security
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Which things make 

you safe or unsafe? 

Click on an image to enlarge- click again to make it disappear
6
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What is the biggest threat?
• Spiders

• Terrorism

• Inequality (between rich and poor)

• Mental health problems

• The weather

• War and armed conflict

• Knife violence

7
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Prepare a table of threats:
Threat Notes (important facts and 

figures)
Threat level 
(1-5)

The weather

Terrorism

Inequality

Mental health problems

Spiders

War and armed conflict

Knife violence
8

Printable table

sheet

Printable threat 

info



Should we be

9

The weather
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Terrorism

10

A total of 36 victims lost their lives in 

the Isis-inspired atrocities in 

Westminster, Manchester and 

London Bridge, and the far-right 

Finsbury Park attack.
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Terrorism

11

Global War on terror (2001-?)
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Worldwide, 99,000 people 

died in armed conflict in 2016.

In 2014, it was 143,000.

In 2004 it was 42,000.
Source: Small Arms Survey.

There were 72 deaths in the 

British armed forces (2016), 

though not all were in armed 

conflict.
Source: Ministry of Defence

12

War
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Choose a nation to learn more

13

Knife crime

Homicide in Scotland 2017-18

England & Wales Scotland
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Knife crime
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In 2017-18, a sharp 

instrument was the 

main method of killing in 

Scotland for 58% (34) 

of homicide victims.

15

Knife crime

https://www.gov.scot/publications/homi

cide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homicide-scotland-2017-18/pages/2/
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Mental health
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Spiders
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So what’s the worst threat to security?

19

Threat Notes (important facts and 
figures)

Threat level (1-
5)

The weather

Terrorism

Inequality

Mental health problems

Spiders

War and armed conflict

Knife violence
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What is UK security policy?
“The world is more dangerous and 

uncertain today than five years ago.”
-David Cameron, UK Defence & Security Review, 2015

2% of UK public spending goes to defence 

and 0.7% of public spending goes 

humanitarian aid. 

The UK is a member of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organisation (NATO), a military 

alliance of countries.

Spending on security and intelligence 

agencies and on counter-terrorism has 

also been increasing.
20

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/555607/2015_Strategic_Defence_and_Security_Review.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JRSK2x18Ts
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https://vimeo.com/293555408 | Video (remember sound)
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https://vimeo.com/293555408
https://vimeo.com/293555408
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Disconnected from 

everyday needs

Weapons 

and arms

Climate 

breakdown

War and armed 

intervention

Surveillance

targeting 

minorities

Current

security 

model

Printable information about 

these underlying problems



Should we be

23



Should we be

24

Meet people’s

basic needs

Protect

human 

rights and 

the rule 

of law

Improve

gender and 

racial equality

Tackle

problems like 

climate breakdown

Invest in 

peacebuilding, 

diplomacy and 

cooperation

Rethink

security 
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Two approaches

26
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1. Put your main 

problem on the 

trunk of the tree.

2. Add the effects to 

the branches of the 

tree.

3. Add causes to the 

roots.

27

Problem

Root causes

Effects

Problem tree

Energy shortage

Wars over fuel

Deaths in winter

Fossil fuels 
running out

Not enough 
renewables

High prices and 

poverty

Example
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Map your case study

on the problem tree

28

Printable case 

studies

Problem

Root causes

Effects

Printable trees
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Problem

Root causes

Effects

Problem tree
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1. Put your main goal 

on the trunk of the 

tree.

2. Add the effects to 

the branches of the 

tree.

3. Add your ideas for 

solutions to the 

roots. 30

Solution tree

End war

Less killing

Money for other 

things

More talking
Make and sell 
fewer weapons

Feel safer
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Solution tree
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Meet people’s

basic needs

Protect

human 

rights and 

the rule 

of law

Improve

gender and 

racial equality

Tackle

problems like 

climate breakdown

Invest in 

peacebuilding, 

diplomacy and 

cooperation

Rethink

security 
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Two approaches
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Follow-up learning

• RethinkingSecurity.org.uk

• Budget for a safer world, numeracy and 

citizenship combined

• Conviction, a World War I critical thinking project

• The ethics of armed drones, based on stories 

from Afghanistan

• Eyewitness in the classroom- looking at 

Palestine & Israel

• Peace Week – a whole school project

All at https://www.tes.com/teaching-

resources/shop/QuakerPeaceEducation 
35

https://rethinkingsecurity.org.uk/
https://rethinkingsecurity.org.uk/
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/QuakerPeaceEducation
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/QuakerPeaceEducation
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/QuakerPeaceEducation
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/QuakerPeaceEducation
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