YEARLY MEETING

OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) IN BRITAIN

AT THE YEARLY MEETING

HELD IN LONDON AT FRIENDS HOUSE

23 - 26 May 2008

Friday 23 May 2008

Evening
Minute 1:
Clerks


The Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks nominates the following Friends to serve as clerk and assistant clerks for Yearly Meeting 2008, serving until the first session of Yearly Meeting in 2009:

Clerk:



Martin Ward

York AM

First Assistant Clerk:
Lis Burch

Oxford & Swindon AM

Second Assistant Clerk:
Susan Robson
Brighouse West Yorkshire AM

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly. 

Minute 2:
Permission for non-members to attend

Permission has been given for the attendance of 119 non-members, and we welcome them to this Yearly Meeting.  

Minute 3: 
Appointment of clerks to BYM Trustees

The Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks nominates for a third term the following Friends to serve as clerks to Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2009:

To serve as clerk:

Gillian Waddilove
Central England AM

To serve as assistant clerk:

Helen Rowlands
Central England AM

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly.

Minute 4: 
Report of Central Nominations Committee 

Further to minute 6 of Yearly Meeting held 4 – 7 May 2007, the Central Nominations Committee brings forward the following nominations and requests for release:

Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011:
Nominated for a second term after one initial year of service:

Andrew Burns



South Wales AM

Christopher Denman


Bristol AM

Gethin Evans



Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

David Heathfield



Hampshire & Islands AM

Sandy Horsfall



London West AM

Quaker Stewardship Committee

To serve as clerks from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2009:

Nominated for a first term as clerk:

Deborah Rowlands



South Wales AM

Nominated for a fifth term as assistant clerk:

Donald Southall



Kendal & Sedbergh AM 

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011:

Nominated for a second full term:

Ian Jackson




Central England AM

John Phillips




South East Scotland AM

Nominated for a first term:

Mark Tod




North West London AM

To serve from Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2010:

Nominated for a first full term:

Adrian Walker-Smith


Gloucestershire AM

(appointed in the interim by minute S 07/06/10a of Meeting for Sufferings held 2 June 2007 to serve until Yearly Meeting 2008)

Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee 

Release (service from Yearly Meeting 2006 to Yearly Meeting 2009):

David Lewis




Hampshire & Islands AM

Len Thornton




Cambridgeshire AM

3 Friends to serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011

Nominated for a first full term after an initial period of 6 months:

Ethel Livermore 



Purley & Sutton AM

(appointed in the interim by minute S 07/12 /4 of Meeting for Sufferings held 1 December 2007 to serve until Yearly Meeting 2008)

Sarah Richards



Northumbria AM

Nominated for a first term:

Hugo Finley




Sussex West AM

Yearly Meeting Arrangements Committee

To serve during this Yearly Meeting:

Nominated:

Gay Pilgrim 




Central England AM

Roger Turner 



Wirral & Chester AM

Yearly Meeting Accessibility & Support Group 

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011

Nominated for a first term:

Elizabeth Anderton 



West Scotland AM

Yearly Meeting Publications Group for Quaker faith & practice

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011:

Nominated for a second term:

Robert Card




Oxford & Swindon AM

Epistle Drafting Committee 

To serve during this Yearly Meeting, including one to act as convener

Nominated:

David Saunders (convener)

Norfolk & Waveney AM

Alice Southern



South Wales AM

Joanna Weedon



Cambridgeshire AM

Barbara Windle 



York AM

Yearly Meeting elders 

To serve for Yearly Meeting 2008 (in addition to those appointed in 2007) and Yearly Meeting 2009

Nominated:

Judith Baresel



Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

Peter Fishpool



Central England AM

Roy Stephenson



Lancashire Central & North AM

Gillian Turner



Purley & Sutton AM

To serve as convener of Yearly Meeting elders for Yearly Meeting 2009: 

Nominated:

Judith Baresel                                
Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

Yearly Meeting overseers 

To serve for Yearly Meeting 2008 (in addition to those appointed in 2007) and Yearly Meeting 2009

Nominated:

Paul Bowers Isaacson


North London AM

Judi Brill




Bristol AM

Rachel Frith 




South East Scotland AM

David Hibberd



Sussex West AM

To serve as convener of Yearly Meeting overseers for Yearly Meeting 2009: 

Nominated:

Paul Bowers Isaacson


North London AM

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly, and thank the Friends released for their service.

Minute 5: 
Yearly Meeting Gathering 2009 Planning Committee: changes in membership

Friends nominated through Quakers in Yorkshire:

Release:

Margaret Nunnerley  release
Nominated to serve until Yearly Meeting 2010:

Malcolm Whalan  

(co-opted in the interim by the Planning Committee from 28 March 2008 until the beginning of Yearly Meeting 2008)
Friends nominated by the Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee:


Release:

David Lewis 



Hampshire & Islands AM

Friends co-opted by the Planning Committee

To note:

Maud Grainger 


Southern East Anglia AM

The nomination being acceptable, we appoint the Friend named accordingly, and thank the Friends released for their service. 

Minute 6: 
Report of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group

Further to minute 41 of Yearly Meeting held 4 – 7 May 2007, the Nominating Group appointed at Yearly Meeting 2007 brings forward the following nominations:
Central Nominations Committee

To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2011.

	YM 2008 until YM 2011

Nominated:
	Area Meeting
	Member of Meeting for Sufferings

	Gerard Benson
	Brighouse West Yorkshire AM
	Yes

	John Capper
	Thaxted AM
	Yes

	Judith Catty
	Northumbria AM
	Yes

	Tina Helfrich
	Central England AM
	No

	Diana Morrison-Smith
	Surrey & Hampshire Border AM
	No

	Euranis Neile
	Bournemouth Coastal AM
	Yes

	David Olver
	Craven & Keighley AM
	No

	Louise Rendle
	North West London AM
	No

	Jo Rado
	Mid-Thames AM
	Yes


	YM 2008 until YM 2010

Nominated:
	Area Meeting
	Member of Meeting for Sufferings

	Brian Odell
	London West AM
	No

	Release:

Beth Allen
	South East London AM
	No


Yearly Meeting Committee on Clerks:

To serve from Yearly Meeting 2008 until Yearly Meeting 2009

Nominated  for a second period:

Julia Gordon



Northumbria AM

Deborah Rowlands


South Wales AM

Nominated for a first period:

Richard Porter


Mid-Somerset AM

Chris Skidmore


Mid-Thames AM

To serve from Yearly Meeting 2008 until Yearly Meeting 2010

Nominated for a second period:

Jean Jenn



North West London AM

Nominated for a first period:

Jeremy Greenwood


Ipswich & Diss AM

Judith Roads



North East Thames AM

Anne Ullathorne 


Central England AM



To serve from Yearly Meeting 2008 until Yearly Meeting 2011

Nominated for a second term:

Robert Card



Oxford & Swindon AM

Nominated for a first term:

Brenda Rigby


Pickering & Hull AM

Leonora Wilson


Central England AM

Fran Woolgrove


Kendal & Sedbergh AM

Serving as clerk from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 to the rise of Yearly meeting 2011 (for information, as appointed by the Committee)

Robin Davis



West Scotland AM

Convener of the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group:
To serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 to the rise of Yearly Meeting 2009:

Nominated:

Judith Jenner


Central England AM 

These nominations being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly and thank the Friend released for her service. 

Minute 7: 
Central Nominations Committee: nominations required

Central Nominations Committee is asked to bring any nominations asked for during this Yearly Meeting to a later session as required.

The Committee is asked to bring the following nominations to Yearly Meeting 2009:

· Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee: three Friends to serve until Yearly Meeting 2012;

· Yearly Meeting Arrangements Committee: one or two Friends, to serve with the three Yearly Meeting clerks and three Agenda Committee members at Yearly Meeting 2009;

· Yearly Meeting Accessibility & Support Group: one Friend to serve from Yearly Meeting 2009 to Yearly Meeting 2012;

· Yearly Meeting Publications Group for Quaker faith & practice: one Friend to serve from Yearly Meeting 2009 until Yearly Meeting 2012;

· Yearly Meeting Epistle Drafting Committee: 5 to 7 Friends to serve at Yearly Meeting 2009, including one to act as convener;

· Yearly Meeting elders: four Friends to serve for Yearly Meetings 2009 and 2010 and a convener to serve for Yearly Meeting 2010;

· Yearly Meeting overseers: four Friends to serve for Yearly Meetings 2009 and 2010 and a convener to serve for Yearly Meeting 2010;

· Such other names as may be requested later in our meeting.
Minute 8:
Committee to examine minutes

We appoint the following Friends to arrange by rota for two of their number to examine the minutes of this Yearly Meeting at the close of each session, and to correct any slight inaccuracies:

Keren Butler



Cambridgeshire AM

Peter Daniels


North London AM

Linda Craig



London West AM

Lydia Harris



Pickering & Hull AM

Eleanor Jackson


Central England AM
Alastair Reid



South East Scotland AM

If any substantive alterations appear to be required, they are to be proposed at the next session prior to further business. 

Minute 9:
Matters arising







Some of the matters from Yearly Meeting in 2007 that required follow up action are referred to in the report of Meeting for Sufferings for 2007 and the Trustees’ Report for 2007 (See Quaker work in 2007, pages 2-5 and page 48 –49 onwards respectively). Other items are before this Yearly Meeting.

a. 
Welsh/English border issues

Further to minute 25 of Yearly Meeting in 2005, the Recording Clerk was asked to ‘consider how discussions on the Welsh/English border issues.. can be pursued’; as referred to in the report of the Working Group on Representation, Communication and Accountability in our Structures (RECAST). Meeting for Sufferings has been kept briefed of progress made since. Working with a steering group of Friends from the relevant area meetings, the assistant Recording Clerk made recommendations which are now referred to the area meetings concerned. A Half Yearly Meeting for Quakers in Wales and the borders is to be held at Shrewsbury on 21 June 2008 to provide opportunity for Friends to come together and consider ways to strengthen Quaker community. It is expected that a final report will be given to Meeting for Sufferings during 2008.

b. 
Parents applying for membership for their children.

Further to minute 23 of Yearly Meeting in 2006 (The Membership Procedures Group Report), Meeting for Sufferings asked Quaker Life Central Committee to prepare a report on the implications of parents applying for membership for their children in relation to the principle that applications for membership of those of all ages are treated in the same way. This report is now expected to be before Yearly Meeting in 2009.

c. 
General meetings

Further to minute 20 of Yearly Meeting in 2007 (Constitutional issues – local, monthly and general meetings), work on recording the general meetings either laid down or continuing goes on: the situation as known being reflected in the current Book of Meetings.

d. 
Yearly Meeting Gathering Planning Committee terms of reference

Further to minute 35 of Yearly Meeting in 2007, Meeting for Sufferings approved the terms of reference for the Yearly Meeting Gathering Planning Committee by its minute S 07/06/3 of 2 June 2007.

Minute 10:
Epistle from Ireland Yearly Meeting

The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Ireland, held at The High School, Rathgar, Dublin, from 27 to 30 March 2008, has been read as follows:

To Friends everywhere, Greetings!

‘Create in me a new heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit in me’ Psalm 51 v.10. 

 This verse focused our attention on the theme of our Yearly Meeting, ‘Renewing the Spirit’. This was important following years of travail over the production of our new book ‘Quaker Life and Practice’.  We have sought renewal through worship, Bible readings and meditations on the words of the 23rd Psalm ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ which we sang together before the opening session.

Over the course of four days, 27 – 30 March 2008, we have heard accounts of Friends’ work in Ireland.  Through our ecumenical involvement in the Irish Interchurch Committee progress is being made with our concern about the portrayal of violent death as entertainment on television.  Representatives of Quaker House Belfast have told us that although a period of political stability has begun, we have to recognise that there is a fear that Northern Irish society is more deeply divided than before; therefore the cross-community work of Friends is now more important than ever. On a wider perspective, two Friends gave a presentation on ‘Caring for Creation: what canst thou do?’ It is hoped to raise the consciousness of Irish Friends about sustainability and the natural environment. 

Since our last epistle, we have experienced the visit of about 300 Quakers from 41 countries world wide to the FWCC Triennial which was held in Dublin in August.  There were many voices but all were willing to share in silent worship. Many of the Kenyan Friends we met there have in the meantime been severely affected by the unrest in their country and we hold them especially in our prayers. 

We have welcomed the twenty-five epistles received from Yearly Meetings in all parts of the world, which also reminded us of our wider Quaker links.

The public lecture ‘Serving Palestine: A Spiritual and Personal Journey of Hope’ was given by Joyce Ajlouny, Director of Ramallah Friends’ School. Her inspirational words brought home to us how much a small Quaker community can achieve and also the realities of living in Palestine.

Hearing some of these things in the comfort of our own Yearly Meeting, we are all too aware of the challenges that confront our world.   For too long we have been part of a culture based on achievement and performance rather than on personal worth.   But somehow through it all, we can identify an answer in the message of Jesus which offers simple unconditional love and the security to accept forgiveness. We still realise that, like the woman of Samaria, we can go again to the well and receive the water of eternal life.

‘But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles: they shall run and not be weary: and they shall walk and not faint’ Isaiah 40 v. 31.

Signed, on behalf of Ireland Yearly Meeting

Alan C. Pim. Clerk.         

Minute 11: 
Introduction to Yearly Meeting

We have heard with joy echoes of other Quaker gatherings around the world in the form of extracts from their Epistles; words of prophecy, and celebrations of prophetic action. Can we, too, be “a church that shakes in the wind of the spirit”?

 Saturday 24 May 2008

Morning

Minute 12: 
Deeper and wider – united in the spirit

Against the backdrop of an ever changing cloudscape we have heard, in the introduction to our session of worship this morning, song, psalm and poetry; testimony and exhortation, in different languages, from diverse traditions. We have been taken deeper and wider towards an experience of unity in the Spirit. 

One Friend has summed up her beliefs in a sentence which has resonated with us: “Through a process of continuing and continual discernment I open myself to the inward light and let it transform me, then go out and act in the world from that place.”

The healing power of love and consideration for each other arising from worship helps us to pass through the place of fear. We draw on our personal experience to communicate wider truths; we have jewels to lay before the wider world, but our words are empty until they are put into practice – bringing release to captives, healing one another, helping each other to see in new ways and to step forward into the darkness.

We must sit with one another’s emptiness because we know that through the stirrings of the Spirit that emptiness can be filled with light and made fertile with transforming love.

“The wind bloeth where it listeth and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”

John 3:8.
Saturday 24 May 2008

Afternoon

Minute 13:
Testimony

Part of the Testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Alec Holmes  (pages 37-38 of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.  

Minute 14: 
Inter-church and interfaith visitors    

We have welcomed Harriet Crabtree, Director of the Interfaith Network, Gillian Court (Northamptonshire AM), staff member of Churches Together in Britain & Ireland, and Harry Hinson of the Church of Scotland as inter-church and interfaith visitors to this Yearly Meeting. 

Minute 15:
Under 19 Programme

We welcome the 103 under 19s who are also attending this Yearly Meeting. We look forward to worshipping with them and hearing their ministry at various times during the weekend.  

We also welcome the 9 Friends attending the Transitional Group of 19-25-year-old Friends who will be sharing many of our sessions this weekend.
Minute 16:
Yearly Meeting Nominating Group: nominations

The names of 8 Friends suggested in this session, and the session on Friday evening, for service on the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group to serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the beginning of Yearly Meeting 2009 have been listed.  These Friends will meet with the appointed convener to consider the service required and the balance of the group. Should any changes be necessary in this list, it will be brought back to us for further nomination(s). Following reflection by those suggested and the Meeting, the nominations will return to us on Monday afternoon for appointment. 

We ask the group when appointed to bring to Yearly Meeting 2009:

Nine Friends to serve on the Central Nominations Committee from Yearly Meeting 2009 to Yearly Meeting 2012; 

Four Friends to serve on the Committee on Clerks from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2009 until the rise of Yearly Meeting 2012;

One Friend to serve as convener of the Nominating Group from the beginning of Yearly Meeting 2009 until Yearly Meeting 2010.

Minute 17:
Reports and accounts received

Annual reports for 2007 have been received and laid before us.   These comprise: the report of Meeting for Sufferings (pages 2-47of Quaker work in 2007); the committees and trusts appointed by it (pages 3-24 of the committee reports section of Quaker work in 2007); the report of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees (pages 48-134 of Quaker work in 2007 and their statutory Trustees’ annual report and accounts); the reports of  Central Nominations Committee, Quaker Stewardship Committee and of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee (pages 2-3 and 25-28 of the committee reports section of Quaker work in 2007; and the Tabular Statement for the year 2007.

Minute 18: 
The report of Meeting for Sufferings

The report of Meeting for Sufferings has been introduced by its former clerk. 2007 was an exciting and challenging year for Meeting for Sufferings. Two years ago we gave to Meeting for Sufferings a new visionary and prophetic role as a crucible for sharing and testing all the work of the Yearly Meeting, once they were freed from the detailed responsibilities of trusteeship.

Following up minute 26 of Britain Yearly Meeting 2007 on Civil Liberty – the kingdom and the state, Meeting for Sufferings has reported to us on further work undertaken on the issue including a consultation among Friends and meetings. The report is printed on pages 46-50 of the full agenda supplement to Documents in advance. Appendix S04 07/09 on pages 29-32 of Quaker work in 2007 also refers.

Meeting for Sufferings have also been working on the Long Term Framework and discussing the question “Quakers and the Environment – what is God asking of us?”

Minute 19:
The reports of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees

The reports of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees have been introduced by their clerk. They have established an audit committee to reassure Trustees that work is being done as efficiently and effectively as possible. The trading company Friends House (London) Hospitality Ltd. has now started trading with a Board of Directors which includes two trustees. Trustees have held a 24 hour meeting with the senior staff from Management Meeting. Trustees have also launched two initiatives in relation to Friends House – development of a “Quaker Centre” in the North West corner of the building taking in the bookshop, café and a worship room, and a review of options for refurbishment or redevelopment of the building. 

We ask that a summary version of the Trustees’ risk register be made available to Friends. We have been asked who audits the work of the Trustees, and have considered the extent to which we are all able to do this, while at the same time trusting those we have appointed to get on with the job, but showing support to them, and interest in their work. 

We have heard that Trustees send their minutes to Meeting for Sufferings, attend meetings of Meeting for Sufferings as ex officio members and are available to answer questions there, and have on two occasions formally consulted Meeting for Sufferings on significant proposals.

Minute 20:
The report of the Quaker Stewardship Committee 

The report of Quaker Stewardship Committee has been introduced by its clerk.  
We are pleased to hear that most area meetings have good and trustworthy systems in place and are preparing documents that are good enough for their purpose. We support Quaker Stewardship Committee in their work and encourage all area meetings who have not yet submitted timely accounts (including those who are not yet preparing for registration) to work with Quaker Stewardship Committee in order to do so.

We have received the following minute from Quaker Stewardship Committee.

QSC 08/01/10
Certifying compliance to Yearly Meeting

Stewardship Committee was able to report to Yearly Meeting in 2007 that, in contrast to 2006, all monthly meetings were at that time in contact with the committee about their annual reports and accounts.  Virtually all had submitted at least one set of annual accounts to the Recording Clerk’s Office.

The present report starts to shift the focus onto two aspects: Are these annual accounts being drawn up in a timely way and duly considered by the meeting in session?  Is each area meeting presenting its Report and Accounts in a form that is appropriate for public scrutiny of its affairs (for example, by members of the Charity Commission)?

Charities, whether registered or not, are subject to regulations laid down by government regulators (in England and Wales, the Charity Commission; in Scotland, the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator).  Reports and Accounts for 2006 should have been approved by trustees and adopted by monthly (now area) Meetings within ten months of the end of the year – October 2007.  Fewer than half our meetings met this criterion.

The accounts should give a financial picture of all activity within the monthly / area Meeting, including local meetings.  Such consolidated accounts are now prepared by 80% of area meetings.  They should generally be accompanied by formal reports drawn up by the meeting’s trustees and they should conform to a required standard of presentation, in conformity with the Statement of Recommended Practice for Charities (SORP).  With the help of an expert consultant who is well-versed in Friends’ ways, the committee has been able to take a systematic view of all accounts submitted to it to see whether they measure up in this respect.  We have observed that, over the past two years, there has been a slow but steady improvement in quality, helped in many cases by some paid professional advice to treasurers.  External advice on aspects of presentation can be particularly helpful to Quaker treasurers who are frequently giving much of their time to their meetings in this rather specialised field, as can the services of a paid book-keeper.

By January 2008, 67 out of 71 monthly meetings had approved a set of accounts for 2005 and had submitted them to the Recording Clerk’s Office.   60 had done this for 2006.  Several have asked for advice, help or training to assist them with consolidation or presentation.  In general, meetings that had not submitted their accounts had clear plans in hand for doing this and for speeding up the work in the future.

How well prepared are meetings for registration with the Charity Commission during 2008?  The committee anticipates that around 30 area meetings with larger incomes will need to register within the first wave of registrations starting in October 2008.  Half of these are currently producing reports and accounts that are of an appropriate standard, and most others are nearly there.  This proportion is rather more disappointing among those area meetings that are not currently preparing for registration. The committee feels that considerable work remains to convince Friends of the need to meet the reporting standards that are asked of us and to which we aspire.  We have the impression that while the objective of integrity and transparency in our affairs is fairly widely understood, many meetings have yet to recognise that they may be helped by finding new ways of working - such as engaging some professional support, or finding ways in which local treasurers can work together to support and help each other.  We have observed that difficulties experienced in supporting the work of treasurers in certain meetings may reflect underlying difficulties within our Society in finding support for all the general tasks relating to meeting governance.

The improvements in quality that we have noted need to be sustained.  This will only be possible through ongoing support of treasurers’ roles within their meetings, as well as the external support offered by Woodbrooke and by central bodies.

At present we are focusing on area meetings but we propose to report to Yearly Meeting about general meetings and other parts of Britain Yearly Meeting in the future.

In conclusion, while we have reported some improvement we are not yet able to certify to the Yearly Meeting that there is full compliance throughout the Society of Friends in Britain in terms of producing financial accounts and property records.

John Phillips, clerk

Minute 21:   Reports of work done on the Yearly Meeting’s behalf
We thank the clerks and members of Quaker Stewardship Committee, Yearly Meeting Trustees and Meeting for Sufferings for the work done on our behalf.

Minute 22: Options for Refurbishment of Friends House
We have seen a presentation by the clerk of our Trustees of options identified in a recent feasibility study for the refurbishment of Friends House. 

Minute 23:
Long Term Framework -1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We receive minute  S/08/04/ 4 (Long Term Framework) of Meeting for Sufferings held 5 April 2008 together with the draft Long Term Framework and a printed report from the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings. These documents are printed in the Long Term Framework supplement to Documents in advance.

The convener of the Meeting for Sufferings Long Term Framework Group, has given us some background on the origin and drafting of the Framework document.

We expect to return to this matter on Sunday afternoon.

 Sunday 25 May 2008

Morning

Minute 24:
Testimony

Parts of the Testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Gladys Taylor   (pages 60-62 of Epistles & testimonies) have been read.  

Minute 25:
Epistle from Junior Yearly Meeting


The Epistle of Junior Yearly Meeting held 4-7 April 2008 at the Pioneer Centre, Cleobury Mortimer has been read as follows:

To all Friends everywhere,

At Junior Yearly Meeting, held at the Pioneer Centre near Kidderminster from 4th - 7th April, almost 200 people came together to explore the theme:

How do we make choices in a time of change?

Are we able to respond effectively both as individuals and as Friends?

We addressed this in various ways, beginning with an incredibly interesting speaker session from Simon Heywood, who highlighted just how much Quakers had changed over time. He suggested that if George Fox were to encounter modern Quakers, he would most likely disown us – but it was felt that we might not be so keen on him either, as his views and methods seem out of context in today’s society! In a more informal session we also had the opportunity to discuss some fundamental issues surrounding Quakerism, for example Quakers and God, Christianity, and The Future. The outcome of this seems to be that perhaps what we initially perceive as a given for Quakerism is even more complicated than we first realised. One idea was that Quakerism is the philosophy and way of life whilst Christianity, Buddhism or Atheism, for example, is the theology. In addition we watched the film the Freedom Writers that spoke strongly to many of us; we found it offered universal messages about the importance of change. To tackle the more practical topic of our relationship with the environment, Maud Grainger offered a refreshing approach that gave us a feeling of empowerment and emphasised the importance of our choices. For instance, everyone received a mug at the start of JYM, which we used instead of paper cups. 

The question put before a Meeting for Worship for business was: Are we as young Quakers open to changes, and how can we make choices in light of these changes within the Religious Society of Friends? The resulting minute is as follows: 

Within the context of an event like JYM, people seem to be more receptive and open to change. We feel that our identity as young people as well as young Quakers means that we ourselves are going through a period of constant change and thus we are open to changes from all sources. It would appear that our Quakerism is changing, in that the links between Christianity and Quakerism are existent but not compulsory. 

In order to bring about change we have to act and not be passive, and by doing so we can become involved and catalyse change within the religious Society of Friends.

Throughout the event we have built a trusting community that was compared to a family. The excitable and vibrant atmosphere was enhanced by the arrival of snow one morning. Evening social activities such as an entertaining talent night and 50s style shindig allowed us to come together and meet new people, providing a welcome counterpoint to the more serious aspects of JYM, with the chance for everyone to take part. 

Alongside this we shared a feeling of being united and equal in the silence of Quaker worship. The last epilogue was an intensely moving and memorable experience.

Overall we feel we have widened and expanded our views of choice and change. We feel more ready to address the changes in our daily lives back in the outside world.

Signed in and on behalf of Junior Yearly Meeting 2008

Hero Austin and Jo Waters, clerks

Minute 26:
Being the seeds of change
In the introduction to this session on “Being the seeds of change” we have heard from several of the groups on the Under 19 Programme. They have told us of the importance of anger as a stimulus to change; the value of teaching conflict resolution; of taking small actions – trusting that even small actions can make a difference. Smiling is infectious. So are simple acts of witness carried out with joy.

We want – we need – to see a transformed world. How can we bring it about? We need to look deep within ourselves to see what we can each contribute. We can inspire by what we do. We can pray for, support and uphold others. We are motivated by the Holy Spirit, and we think, believe, trust and act accordingly. Really attending to the inner light and following its leadings can bring us to new life – we can be inspirations to each other, we can become seeds of change nourished by deep roots and embodying love. It is not prophetic to act from a place of fear nor to mire one another in guilt. The prophetic voice comes from love, and enables us to try to live in God’s will as if it were our own. “The place God calls us to is the place where our deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”

We are facing the consequences – an earlier age might have said God’s judgement – on how we have conducted our lives and managed our global society over many years. This vision of consequences can help us if we accept and work with it. We need to come back into community with our neighbours against the trend to isolation and individualism, to work together as a prophetic community, to share the spiritually demanding but hugely rewarding pilgrimage of practical change, leading to deeper and deeper transformation.

Sunday 25 May 2008

Afternoon

Minute 27: 
Epistle

Part of the Epistle received from Pacific Yearly Meeting (pages 24-26 of Epistles & testimonies) has been read.

Minute 28: 
Yearly Meeting Gathering 2009
Further to minute 35 of Yearly Meeting held 4-7 May 2007, we have heard a progress report from the clerks of the Yearly Meeting Gathering to be held 25 July – 1 August 2009 at the University of York. They have shared with us their vision of a contemporary, integrated, inclusive and accessible event combining what we value most about Summer Gatherings, residential Yearly Meetings and Junior Yearly Meeting, and reminded us that it will not happen without us.

Minute 29:
Long Term Framework - 2
Further to minute 23, the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings has introduced to us the draft Long Term Framework document which has been informed by wide consultation throughout Britain Yearly Meeting and consideration by Meeting for Sufferings. 

We welcome in particular the section on new modes of working: the chance to move from a pyramid structure to communication networks, through which we learn more about what Friends in local meetings are doing as part of their witness, and integrate that activity more closely with our centrally managed work. The section on priorities is more difficult for us – we want focus but we do not want Friends to feel devalued if their projects, undertaken under concern, are not explicitly mentioned in the framework. We ask Meeting for Sufferings to look again at the way the framework addresses the integration of children and young people in our meetings – and young people are not just those under 19. We think the section on “a welcoming community” should be more explicit in its title and should link both to advocacy work and to work done in partnership with other organisations. The text in the box does not sit very obviously in this section.

We would like to see more reference to caring for people – including caring for our staff and caring for those with specific needs.

We’ve been challenged to ask whether this work and framework sits on a solid foundation of faith or among the ruins of old traditions.

Other more detailed points made in our session have been heard and will be considered by members of the Long Term Framework working group and Meeting for Sufferings as they complete the document. 

Monday 26 May 2008

Morning

Minute 30: 
BYM Trustees’ terms of appointment

In order that Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees can plan for continuing or new service, induction and preparation, they have asked this Yearly Meeting by their minute BYMT/08/01/9, to change their conditions of appointment so that Trustee appointments take effect from 1 January instead of from the time of Yearly Meeting. To effect this, current terms would need to be extended to 31 December in the year in which service is due to end. The actual appointments would still normally take place at Yearly Meeting. Conditions of appointment of Clerks to Trustees, nominated through the Committee on Clerks, would not be affected.
We approve this change for Trustees nominated through Central Nominations Committee and ask that it use the new periods of service from now on when bringing in nominations for the Trustee body.

We approve the following adjustment to section 2.1 of the BYM trustees’ terms of reference as follows (underlining indicating new text – no other change or omission to existing text):

“Fifteen trustees will be appointed by Yearly Meeting to serve for a three year period, one third retiring annually on a rolling basis. The period of service will begin on 1 January of the year following appointment at Yearly Meeting and end on 31 December of the appropriate year. Reappointment is possible for a second term and exceptionally for a third. Interim appointments may be made by Meeting for Sufferings as required and recorded at the following Yearly Meeting.”

Further to minute 7 of this meeting, minute 38 of Yearly Meeting held 4-7 May 2007 and to minute 21 of Yearly Meeting held 26-29 May 2006, we extend periods of service of serving Trustees as follows:

To serve until 31 December 2009 (previously until rise of Yearly Meeting 2009):

Jonathan Fox



Lincolnshire AM

Rowena Loverance 



London West AM

Beryl Milner




Leeds AM

Margaret Mortimer
South East Scotland AM

Michael Perks



South East Scotland AM

To serve until 31 December 2010 (previously until rise of Yearly Meeting 2010):

Janet Lynch
Cornwall AM

Peter Smith
Norwich & Waveney AM

Alan York
South Wales AM

To serve until 31 December 2011 (previously until rise of Yearly Meeting 2011):

Andrew Burns



South Wales AM

Christopher Denman


Bristol AM

Gethin Evans



Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

David Heathfield



Hampshire & Islands AM

Sandy Horsfall



London West AM

Minute 31. 
Yearly Meeting Gathering 2009 Planning Committee: changes in membership

Further to minute 5, we receive a further nomination to serve on the Yearly Meeting:

Nominated by the Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee:


Lesley Richards 


Worcester & Shropshire AM
The nomination being acceptable, we appoint the Friend named accordingly.

Minute 32:
Review group for Meeting for Sufferings and BYM Trustees: terms of reference

Further to minute 8b of Yearly Meeting held 4-7 May 2007, Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee has forwarded to us draft terms of reference for a group to  review both the functioning of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees and Meeting for Sufferings in its new role. The draft has been examined by Meeting for Sufferings: their minute S/08/04/6 iiia refers. 

We approve these terms of reference. We ask Central Nominations Committee to bring nominations for service on the review group to our Yearly Meeting 2009.

Minute 33:
Acceptance of Reports and Accounts

Further to minute 18 the report of Meeting for Sufferings and the committees and trusts appointed by it; the report of Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees (including their statutory report and accounts); the reports of Central Nominations Committee, Quaker Stewardship Committee, and of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee; together with the Tabular Statement for the year 2007, are now accepted, subject to correction of the entries for Ratcliff & Barking and Kingston & Wandsworth in the Tabular Statement. 

Minute 34:
Refurbishment of Friends House

Further to minute 22 a number of questions and observations have been raised and will be considered by our Trustees. We are pleased to hear of Trustees’ plans to consult widely before any of the major options are implemented. We uphold Trustees as they take this work forward.

We are excited at the prospect of a welcoming Quaker Centre at Friends House, and hope that it will at least offer no less in the way of books and information than the current facilities. We are also pleased to hear that Trustees are considering environmental and accessibility issues from the outset.

Minute 35: 
Publishing Epistles

We have heard an explanation from Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee of their decision not to publish all epistles received from other Yearly Meetings this year. We thank Agenda Committee for wrestling with this issue on our behalf, and recognise their care for gay and lesbian Friends who share an equal place in our Yearly Meeting. We agree that all epistles received should be printed and made available to Friends in Britain Yearly Meeting (with a clear statement that these are the work of the sending Yearly Meeting) so we can face our differences in truth and love. However we think that epistles from other Yearly Meetings need not be published on the Britain Yearly Meeting website. Quaker World Relations Committee are engaged in dialogue with East Africa (North) Yearly Meeting and other yearly meetings in Kenya, and we uphold them in their work. We recognise that this dialogue will be made more difficult by the complexity of the relationship between yearly meetings in East Africa, and the political divisions in Kenya which Friends are active in trying to resolve.

Monday 26 May 2008

Afternoon

Minute 36:
Testimony

Part of the Testimony to the Grace of God as shown in the life of Sean O’Kelly   (pages 46-47 of Epistles & testimonies) has been read. 

Minute 37:
Receipt of the Yearly Meeting draft Epistle

The Epistle Drafting Committee appointed by minute 4 has submitted a draft Epistle, which has been read and accepted after amendment.

Minute 38:
Amendments to Quaker faith & practice
Meeting for Sufferings, by minute S/07/11/5 of its meeting held 1 December 2007, forwards a number of proposed amendments to Quaker faith & practice as set out below.

Notes in italics, below, are  for amplification, not for inclusion in the Book of Discipline.

Amended or additional text is indicated as new, or otherwise is underlined.

CHAPTER 4: sections 4.01 – 4.04

AREA MEETINGS

Constitution and functions

New 4.01 from YM Quaker faith & practice Drafting Group and Church Government Advisory Group to give the historical context to area / monthly meetings.

4.01
Until 2007 area meetings were known as monthly meetings. The change was made to give more emphasis to the area meeting as a spiritual community, rather than a regular event, and in the interests of accuracy, because many monthly meetings no longer met monthly.

Monthly meetings were an important part of the gospel order established by George Fox, which played a large part in ensuring the survival of the young Society of Friends. From 1659 onwards monthly meetings were set up, first for men only, then for women and finally joint; they combined business with social ties, caring for the poor and prisoners, education and ministry. By 1676 they were the unit of authority for membership, marriages, property, records, the recognition of ministers (until 1924) and the recognition and laying down of local meetings, and most of these functions continue today. So too does their gradually formalised responsibility, completed by 1789, for the appointment of elders and overseers.

Existing 4.01 & 4.02 combined into a new 4.02 without textual change.

4.02 
The area meeting is the primary meeting for church affairs in Britain Yearly Meeting.  Its role is to develop and maintain a community of Friends, a family of meetings who gather for worship and spiritual enrichment.  It should provide that balance between worship, mutual support, administration, learning, deliberation and social life which can make its meetings enjoyable occasions and build up the spiritual life of its members.  

Area meetings act as facilitators and co-ordinators, ensuring that their constituent local meetings have access to opportunities for fellowship, spiritual development, and spiritual and pastoral care, including the care of children and young people.  They also provide mutual support through the shared testing of concerns.


Area meetings also carry responsibilities for ensuring the right stewardship of local and area resources.  Each area meeting is a separate charitable entity and it may be required to be registered as such with the relevant charity regulator (see 15.01). Area meetings which are registered or preparing for registration will operate under a formal governing document, which amongst other matters should set out the arrangements for trusteeship (see 15.03-15.05).  A model document suitable for charitable registration is available from the Recording Clerk.  

The area meeting consists of those who are by minute recorded as its members.

‘Clerks to trustees’ added to the list in the final paragraph of 4.04, together with new wording as underlined.

4.04 
Each area meeting should appoint members to serve as:

a clerk and assistant clerk, or Friends to share these responsibilities;

a treasurer;

a registering officer (see 16.10); 

a nominations committee;

a body of trustees (see15.03-15.05); 

a custodian of records or a committee for the purpose (see 4.39).

Meetings may when appropriate appoint a member of another area meeting, but in such cases advance consultation between the meetings is advisable, and the decision must be communicated by minute.

Area meetings are responsible for eldership and oversight and most will also appoint from their membership an appropriate number and distribution of elders and overseers (see 12.05 – 12.06 and the notification requirements in 12.09).

Area meetings should keep the Recording Clerk informed also of the names and addresses of clerks, clerks to trustees, treasurers and registering officers.

CHAPTER 4: sections 4.23 – 4.26  re: Appeals

The proposed amendment below (underlined) is to the text for chapter 4 approved at Yearly Meeting in 2007.

These proposals follow the experience of the last appeal group, after which Meeting for Sufferings in March (minute S/07/03/5r2) agreed to ask for revision to the procedure as set out in chapter 4. Church Government Advisory Group reviewed the whole of the sections on disputes and consulted with Richard Porter, convener of the last appeal group. It makes proposed changes only to section 4.25, but the other sections are included to give the whole picture.

The proposed modifications cover two matters.

Firstly that the wording be made clear that the appeal group, whose decision is final, do not break confidentiality by reporting on the decision; reporting instead that they have made a decision.

Secondly, that the procedure be amplified to put in additional stages in an appeal process locally, before any matter is referred to Meeting for Sufferings. In this it was found that the 1883 edition of the Book of Discipline was very helpful – even though it had 16 pages of procedure equivalent to our single paragraph. It should be remembered that further advice to an appeal group is available from the Recording Clerk – to save incorporating great detail here.

Disputes among Friends 

4.23
Area meetings are recommended to appoint a group of experienced and knowledgeable Friends who would be available to give general assistance in the amicable settlement of disputes. If help from outside the area meeting is needed, enquiry should be made of the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings who may suggest Friends qualified to give it. Techniques of problem-solving, mediation, counselling or meetings for clearness may be appropriate in particular instances where disputants wish to mitigate the consequences of confrontation. It should be borne in mind that Friends were among the pioneers of conflict resolution as a distinct activity and have constantly sought to promote reconciliation in the wider world. 

See also 10.21-10.24 Conflict within the meeting & 20.67-20.75 Conflict. 

  






Legal action 

4.24
Legal action by Friends, and in particular legal disputes between Friends, should if possible be avoided. However, there may arise differences which might best be resolved by obtaining a legal ruling or definition from a court of law. (See 20.67-20.75 Conflict.) 

  




Right of appeal against decisions

4.25
If a member is dissatisfied with a final decision of an area meeting affecting her or him (e.g. if membership has been terminated) and feels that the area meeting has acted unjustly, unreasonably, with insufficient knowledge or not in right ordering, the member may appeal in writing to the area meeting clerk. The nature of the appeal and name of the appellant should be kept confidential as far as is possible or is desired by the appellant. The area meeting shall then appoint a small group of disinterested Friends to try to settle the matter (see 4.23). If this fails, the area meeting shall then ask a neighbouring area meeting or meetings to appoint a small group of disinterested  elders, or one drawn from those exercising eldership, to act as an appeal group. The appeal group should meet with the appellant and representatives of the respondent area meeting and issue a judgement to that area meeting as far as possible without breaking the confidentiality of the parties. The area meeting should accept the judgement of the appeal group, at which stage the decision should become as public as is needed for the matter to be acted upon. 

If the appellant remains dissatisfied with the decision of the appeal group, he or she may then appeal to Meeting for Sufferings against the decision of the area meeting. On receiving such an appeal, the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings shall report this to the area meeting and shall request Meeting for Sufferings to appoint an appeal group of five Friends, who should be independent of the area meeting concerned, to make all such enquiries as seem to them desirable, from the member concerned and from others having relevant knowledge, to consider and determine whether or not the appeal should be allowed and whether any further recommendations should be made. In conducting such enquiries the healing power of worship will be helpful. The decision of the Friends so appointed shall be final and be communicated directly to the parties concerned. The appeal group shall inform Meeting for Sufferings that they have reached a decision and communicated it to the parties concerned, and Meeting for Sufferings shall record this in its minutes without breaking the confidentiality of the parties concerned. Guidelines for the conduct of an appeal group are obtainable from the Recording Clerk. 

4.26 
If an area meeting is dissatisfied with a final decision of another area meeting, which affects it, the dissatisfied area meeting may appeal to Meeting for Sufferings against such decision. The procedure on such an appeal shall be similar to that on an appeal by a member personally, but prior notice shall be given by the dissatisfied area meeting to the other area meeting concerned before invoking this appeal procedure. 

  


CHAPTER 7: section 7.06 – membership of Meeting for Sufferings 

Further to minute 37 of Yearly Meeting 4-7 May 2007, the following alterations to section 7.06 (membership of Meeting for Sufferings) are proposed. The changes are all of a factual nature: a review of Meeting for Sufferings’ membership is to come in due course.

In section 7.06 b item 3  “Quaker Employment & Service Central Committee” is deleted to reflect that it has been laid down.

A new 7.06d is added to reflect new membership from General Meeting for Scotland and Meeting of Friends in Wales;

Former section d and e are renumbered as e and f, and equivalent changes made to the succeeding paragraphs.

The entire section as altered follows:


CONSTITUTION 

 7.06 
Meeting for Sufferings comprises the following: 

a.
about 170 Friends appointed by the Yearly Meeting on the nomination of area meetings (7.07 & 7.08), in accordance with the schedule provided (7.07), serving for triennial periods from Yearly Meetings 2006, 2009, etc., with service normally limited to six years (3.23);

b.
Friends appointed by the Yearly Meeting on the nomination of certain standing committees appointed by Meeting for Sufferings (7.09), being officers or other named representatives, in accordance with the following schedule:

Quaker Communications Central Committee (8.08)

  2


Quaker Finance & Property Central Committee (8.10) (the


Clerk and one other)






   2

Quaker Life Central Committee (8.11)



   2

Quaker Peace & Social Witness Central Committee (8.12)
   2

Quaker Committee for Christian & Interfaith Relations (8.17, 9.13) 1

Quaker World Relations Committee (8.18, 9.06)


   1.

c.
two representatives appointed by the Yearly Meeting on the nomination of Young Friends General Meeting, being officers or others able to speak in its name;

d 
up to two representatives each appointed by the Yearly Meeting on the nomination of General Meeting for Scotland and Meeting of Friends in Wales, subject to review in due course;
e.
the clerk and assistant clerk of Meeting for Sufferings, any previous clerk and assistant clerk of the meeting during the remainder of the triennial period in which their service ends, the clerk of Yearly Meeting, the clerk of the Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees, all other Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees, the clerk of the Central Nominations Committee, and any members of the Meeting for Sufferings Arrangements Group whose membership of the meeting would otherwise have ended, ex officio;

f.
up to ten Friends co-opted by the meeting itself (7.10), the appointments ending at the close of each triennial period; 

with the Recording Clerk, the Assistant Recording Clerk, and all members of the Management Meeting (8.22), ex officio.


In case of vacancy by death, release or resignation under a, b, c or d above, the nominating body may forward the name of a Friend to serve for the remainder of the triennial period to Meeting for Sufferings who may make an interim appointment up to the next Yearly Meeting which then can make an appointment to fill the vacancy.


Meeting for Sufferings shall regularly inform the Yearly Meeting of all changes in its membership under e and f above.


Permission for the attendance of other Friends at a particular meeting may be given at the discretion of the clerk of Meeting for Sufferings. 

CHAPTER 9: section 9.12

Further to minute 32 of Yearly Meeting held 4-7 May 2007, Meeting for Sufferings asked Church Government Advisory Group to consult with the Quaker Committee on Christian & Interfaith Relations as requested. Suggested amendments to clarify section 9.12 are underlined below:

9.12 
Meeting for Sufferings appoints Britain Yearly Meeting’s representatives to CTBI and CTE Forum. The Quaker Committee for Christian & Interfaith Relations appoints to CTE Enabling Group and other CTE bodies.
Meeting for Sufferings has agreed in principle that Britain Yearly Meeting should be represented at CTBI as follows:

a. 
at the Senior Representative Forum by the Recording Clerk or a Quaker member of staff delegated by her/him;

b. 
at the biennial Summit of Church Leaders by one or two Friends appointed on the basis of their relevant experience on the nomination of Central Nominations Committee.

General Meeting for Scotland makes appointments to ACTS; the Meeting of Friends in Wales makes appointments to Cytûn.  

Representatives report to the appointing body, and the Quaker Committee for Christian & Interfaith Relations maintains contact with any reference group set up to support them.

Minute 39:
Central Nominations Committee: terms of reference

We have received draft terms of reference for the Central Nominations Committee established by minute 24 of Yearly Meeting held 26-29 May 2006.

We approve these.

Minute 40:
Meeting for Sufferings: interim membership changes since last Yearly Meeting

The following changes to the membership of Meeting for Sufferings have occurred since Yearly Meeting 2007:

	Added
	Released
	Nominating Body

	
	David Heathfield
	Southampton & Portsmouth MM (as a Monthly Meeting representative)

	
	Margaret Mortimer
	South-East Scotland MM (as a Monthly Meeting representative)

	
	Bernard Skillerne de Bristowe
	Reading MM

	Wendy Barnaby
	
	Southampton & Portsmouth MM

	David Harris
	
	Swarthmore MM

	Richard Jarvis
	
	Balby MM

	Linda Singer
	
	Reading MM

	Jim Putz
	
	East Devon MM (as a Monthly Meeting representative)

	
	Joanna Dales
	Leeds AM

	
	Jonathan Doering
	North West London AM

	
	Martin Hadley
	Warwickshire MM

	
	David Jeffery
	North East Thames AM

	
	Janet Lynch
	Cornwall AM (as an AM representative)

	Peter Christy
	
	West Scotland MM

	Penny Dunn
	
	North West London AM

	Toby Gibbons
	
	YFGM

	Harriet Jackson
	
	Warwickshire MM

	Robert Keeble
	
	Leeds AM

	Pam Manasseh
	
	Cornwall AM

	Margaret Peacock
	
	General Meeting for Scotland

	Heather Wilcox
	
	Meeting of Friends in Wales

	
	David Feickert
	Sheffield & Balby AM

	
	Elizabeth Morris
	Staffordshire AM

	
	Lynn Moseley
	Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

	Patricia Cockrell
	
	Sussex East MM

	Peter Kennedy
	
	General Meeting for Scotland

	Pat Stoner
	
	Meeting of Friends in Wales

	
	Geoffrey Braithwaite
	West Cumbria AM

	
	Derrick Whitehouse
	Northamptonshire AM

	John Crompton
	
	Lincolnshire AM

	Jane Fitzgerald
	
	Sheffield & Balby AM

	Diana Greaves
	
	Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

	Dennis Gipton
	
	Staffordshire AM

	Roger Hill
	
	Quaker Peace & Social Witness Central Committee

	Simon Pollitt
	
	West Cumbria AM

	Judith Roads
	
	North East Thames AM

	Charles West
	
	Quaker Peace & Social Witness Central Committee

	Gillian Court
	
	Northamptonshire AM

	
	Mary Jakeman
	Purley & Sutton AM

	Rosalind Lines
	
	Hereford & Mid-Wales AM

	Diana Brace
	
	Devon AM

	Sally Rogerson
	
	Devon AM

	Yvonne Kassim
	
	Purley & Sutton AM


In addition, Susan Seymour (North West London AM) was appointed clerk from 1 January until 31 December 2008. Rachel Carmichael, the clerk up to 31 December 2007 remains ex officio.

Minute 41: 
Meeting for Sufferings - appointments YM 2009 - 2012   


In accordance with section 7.06 (2007) of Quaker faith & practice, area meetings are asked to nominate representatives to Meeting for Sufferings for the triennial period beginning Yearly Meeting 2009 until Yearly Meeting 2012.  Representation will be on the basis of two Friends per area meeting, with additional representation for every 300 members or part thereof in excess of 300, based on the provisional Tabular Statement for 2007. 

The following area meetings are listed as having more than 300 members but fewer than 600, and hence are asked to nominate 3 representatives:


Cambridgeshire


Gloucestershire

Hampshire & Islands


London West

Luton & Leighton


Norfolk & Waveney


North Somerset & Wiltshire


Northumbria

Notts & Derbys

Oxford & Swindon


Pickering & Hull


York

The following area meeting is listed as having more than 600 members but fewer than 900, and hence is asked to nominate 4 representatives: 



Central England. 

Minute 42:
Yearly Meeting Nominating Group: appointment

Further to minute 17, we appoint as the Yearly Meeting Nominating Group to serve from the rise of Yearly Meeting 2008 until the beginning of Yearly Meeting 2009:

David Harries

South Wales AM

Shelagh Robinson

Staffordshire AM

Mary Waldmeyer

Tees Valley AM

Anna Benedikz

Leeds AM

Bronwyn Harwood

South East Scotland AM

Malcolm Bowker

York AM

Val Ferguson


Oxford & Swindon AM

Stephen Petter

Bristol AM

These Friends will serve with Judith Jenner, appointed as convener by minute 7. 

Minute 43:
Yearly Meeting in 2011

We note that Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee has informed Meeting for Sufferings of their intention to hold a further Yearly Meeting Gathering in 2011.  The 2009 Gathering was agreed as an experiment, but a decision on a venue for a 2011 event is required this year. There are practical difficulties about holding a separate Yearly Meeting and Summer Gathering that year as the Large Meeting House at Friends House may not be available. This would also give a chance to develop the experimental Yearly Meeting Gathering in the light of the 2009 experience and to test the idea more thoroughly whilst a review is being held.  

Minute 44:
Epistles from other yearly meetings

We have received Epistles from 30 yearly meetings and other bodies (noted or printed in pages 1-48 in the epistles section of Epistles & testimonies), extracts from 2 of which have been read in our sessions.

Minute 45:
Testimonies

The following Testimonies to the Grace of God as shown in the life of deceased Friends, in addition to those from which extracts have been read in our sessions, have been received:

(note: excise names of any read from during sessions):

Names

Testimonies section page no
Eleanor Aitken  






 2

Anne Satterthwaite Barber 




 6

Janet Bloomfield 






 7

Honor Morriss Butlin 





11

Michael Oliver Hubert Crewdson




12

Kenneth G Cross 






14

Mary Crowley






16

Adam Curle 







19

Winifred Cuthill 






23

Rosemary Dinnage 






25

Annabelle Dixon






27

Joan Fitch







30

Ted (Esmond Julian Leslie) Harris 



32

Ragna Holden 






35

Beryl Jones 







39

Andrew Llewellyn-Jones





41

Joyce Hilda Mary Millington




44

Sheena Partridge






48

Olive Miriam Phipps






49

Jay Reddaway 






51

Dan Regan
 






52

Helen Richardson






54

Christine Russell






55

Patricia Sparks






58

Brenda Mary Vernelle 





62

Mignon Walker
 





64

Joyce Warwick 






66

Janie Clemencie Whitaker 





67

Winifred White






69

Eileen Joyce Wragge 





70
Minute 46: 
Welcome to visitors from other Yearly Meetings

We have welcomed visitors from other yearly meetings and other Friends’ groups as follows:

Roger Andrianaly

France Yearly Meeting
(Representative)

Andreas Bakken

Sweden Yearly Meeting
(Representative)

Rachel Bewley-Bateman
Ireland Yearly Meeting

Sigrid Bieri


Switzerland Yearly Meeting (Representative)

Jeff Dudiak


Canadian Yearly Meeting

Chuck Fager


Baltimore Yearly Meeting

Mercedes Soca Gil

Cuba Yearly Meeting

Kim Hope


Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting

Mike Hubbert


North Pacific Yearly Meeting

Marianne IJspeert

Netherlands Yearly Meeting (Representative)

Piet Kruithof


Netherlands Yearly Meeting

Charles B. Lamb

Ireland Yearly Meeting
(Representative)

Marjorie Lamb

Ireland Yearly Meeting
(Representative)

Kate de la Mare

France Yearly Meeting

Juan Vazquez Martin
Cuba Yearly Meeting

Emily Mnisi


Central & Southern Africa Yearly Meeting

Julie Robinson

Canadian Yearly Meeting

Cynde Sadler

Finland Yearly Meeting
(Representative)

Janet Shepherd

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Sébastien Valax

France Yearly Meeting 

Ulrich Vollmer

Germany Yearly Meeting
(Representative) 

Minute 47:
Thanks

We record our thanks to all the people who have worked to enable this yearly meeting to take place.

Minute 48:
Receipt of Under 19 Programme minutes

We have received minutes from the groups of the Under 19 Programme of this yearly meeting as follows:

Smiley Seeds, 0-5 year olds

We Smiley Seeds have been thinking about things that grow. “The Enormous Turnip” grew too big, but it was fun acting out the story and looking at different seeds.

Unlike the story of “The Little Red Hen” we all helped to make bread. It was very messy, the dough stuck to our fingers, but sharing the warm bread afterwards was yummy.

The babies enjoyed watching, smiling and drinking milk while we played with play dough, the train and made smiley masks.

Bubbles on the balcony were great fun. One enormous one went right over the people in the court yard, then up into space.

We were pirates at Coram’s Fields enjoying climbing over the boat, walking the wobbly plank and jumping into the ‘sea’.

Our lava lamp ‘looking like planets in the night’ helped us centre down during our quiet times and we welcomed joining with the older groups for a Meeting for Worship.

We leave Yearly Meeting tired but happy to have made lots of new friends.

The Bean Sprouts, 5-7 year olds
We are the Bean Sprouts, the 5 to 7 year olds. It feels happy to be here. We enjoyed giving out smiling faces. We have planted seeds. We tried on hats and clothes and talked about how they made us feel different. We heard a story called “The Peaceable Kingdom”. A visit to Coram’s Fields was mega-tastic.

Acorns to Oaks, 7-11 year olds
We got to know each other with name games.  We helped each other.  We went into three groups to talk about things that were helpful to others and the planet.

We thought about what we would be doing if we were not here.

We got to know each others’ names.

We had biscuits and fruit.

We talked about Thomas Lurting, Elizabeth Fry and Oxfam and about letting our lives speak.

We learnt about Gandhi and went to the Peace Garden.   We looked at the stone about the conscientious objectors.   We got ready to present our contributions to the main meeting on “Angry for Change.”  We all got sore eyes in the park from the pollen from the trees.

We found going into the main meeting spiritual and inclusive.  We thought it was good to have everyone together.  We were fascinated by the technology, especially the speech to text machine.  We thank our readers who we thought were good and they enjoyed doing it.  Some of us found it slightly boring and silence is sometimes difficult.  We liked the Smiles that were given out and the poem about smiles.  It was good when what we had brought into Meeting got mentioned in Ministry. 

After Meeting we got very busy and made lots of sweets which we sold for Oxfam and Save the Children.  We chose the charities at our Quaker Meeting for Business.  We raised sixty one pounds.  

We thought about Quakers in the future.  We did not like the idea of only having virtual meetings and we were reminded that early Friends said they came to Yearly Meeting to see each others’ faces.  Some of us were worried that if Quakers in the future became a much bigger group it might be difficult to hold onto the values we have of including everyone and not letting some Friends take over. 

We thought about the Meeting for Worship we were running for the 0-11s.  Our refreshment team put icing on baskets to give out.  We all shared responsibility for the Meeting.  The Meeting went very well and we got lots of Ministry on the tree we had drawn.   

Yearly Meeting 2008 was FUNTASTIC.  We have all had a happy time together and we have included everyone.  

We made “Cosy Glows” to remember each other.
Mustard Seeds, 11-13 year olds

Hello! We are the 11-13 year olds also known as the mustard seeds. We met at Southwell House on Friday and by the end of Britain Yearly Meeting we felt it was the best place we had stayed at because of the games, facilities and being in the same place as the 13-15 year olds.

We started with posters thinking about “If God were…” and learnt techniques so we would not get distracted or bored in Meeting for Worship. We also planted our own mustard seeds. We watched a film on non-violence, and had a challenging discussion on how far we would go ourselves in a protest.

We had a visit from Linda and Damian from Alternative to Violence Project and talked about “I messages” as an alternative to violence. We played some games, which helped us learn important skills on how to deal with conflict.

We enjoyed coming into the main session and hearing people’s comments on our views. We found we liked experiencing a Quaker business meeting and tried our own business meeting.

As a group we also had time for fun and games, which involved such things as swimming, parachute games, active games and trash fashion. We have never seen so many Elizabeth Frys in one room!

The epilogues were very thought provoking and moving. We particularly enjoyed the yarn, which linked us, the epilogue in the garden and the feet walking to the future.

We liked meeting new people and catching up with old mates. We also enjoyed Secret Friends. We enjoyed being in a small group. It made for a close group and a nice atmosphere.

We learned that we would rather make a small difference than none and we think that we can make a big difference all working together, such as Quakers going into schools to talk about non-violence.

We had a very good session with Simon Best on the long-term framework. We hope in the future there will be more all-age worship.

Overall we had a really fun 3 days.

Big Little Things, 13-15 year olds 

Good afternoon Friends. Prin hawn da cyfeillian.

It was good to meet old and new friends, some secret, some not. It immediately created a welcoming atmosphere, so we could relax and be ourselves.

We liked joining in the main sessions and the Swarthmore lecture and also enjoyed learning to be seeds of change in our own groups.

We watched clips of the film ‘Pay it forward’, which showed that one person’s actions can affect thousands of people and explored what we could do to change the future. When we went to Friend’s House we passed on the Smiles given to us by one of the younger groups.

We all felt the impact of the idea of the long-term framework, and talked about what we wanted Friends to focus on in the future.

As always, games were an important part of our weekend, and they helped us to learn as well as have fun.

We had epilogue outdoors to allow us to appreciate the tranquility accompanied by the bats. We considered and reflected on things that made us smile as well as what we wanted for the future. Beds and showers were a great luxury but not quite the same as a meeting house floor.

All in all we had a brilliant weekend and we’ve all really enjoyed it.

Barry & the Purple Sprouting Broccoli, 15-18 year olds

The 15 to 18 year olds came together under the name of ‘Barry and the Purple Sprouting Broccoli’. We felt that change was an underlying theme throughout the event, the most obvious being our new venue, the Guy Chester Centre: this was both challenging, and a welcome difference. 

As we met on Friday, we felt welcomed as we got to know each other through games, sessions and worship. We noticed almost immediately a change in the atmosphere from previous years, which have been held in meeting houses across London. The small group helped us feel connected in spiritual unity, for instance during epilogues, and was a good grounding for our discussions during the weekend. 

Feeling refreshed on Saturday, we looked at how we as a group could influence changes within the Society and the wider world. Team building activities helped us explore our relationships with others, and how we could best use our strengths and manage our weaknesses when communicating with those around us. A welcome session in the evening which was led by a storyteller gave us a much-needed break from business, and gave us a fresh perspective to consider the changes proposed in the Long Term Framework. 

Following our preparation on the Framework, we enjoyed being able to contribute our thoughts and views to main session on Sunday afternoon. We felt that although the response to our contributions was mixed, it was surprisingly enthusiastic, given that some of our views were quite controversial.

Through a session on Sunday evening, we directly contributed to Quaker outreach leaflets and we saw this as a step towards greater inclusion of under 19s in Britain Yearly Meeting.

We felt that this year’s BYM was an enjoyable and thought-provoking experience which has allowed us to question and challenge our own faith, and Quakerism as a whole. This was aided by the creativity and energy we saw throughout the weekend, both in our programme and in the changes made during the main sessions of BYM.

Minute 49:
Receipt of minute from the Transitional Group

We have received a minute from our 19 – 25 year old transitional group as follows:

Eight Young Friends between the ages of 19 and 25 gathered at Hampstead Meeting House on Friday for the third Transitional Group at Britain Yearly Meeting. Six of us have progressed directly from the Under 19s programme, and all of us feel that the existence of the group is the reason we have attended this Yearly Meeting.

The Transitional Group was created to provide a familiar framework for Young Friends attending Yearly Meeting, and a safe environment for peer discussion. This year, the group attended 4 full sessions, Special Interest Groups, Epilogues, the Shared Entertainment on Sunday Evening, and the Swarthmore Lecture. We found that we engaged more deeply with Yearly Meeting as a whole, because the group provided a shared experience rather than a solo endeavour. During the intervening times, we discussed the future of the group and issues raised during sessions. As part of this, we had valuable conversations with members of Agenda Committee and the Yearly Meeting Gathering Planning Committee.

When thinking about being the seeds of change, we were frustrated by the Yearly Meeting’s apparent unwillingness to make a corporate decision to act, feeling rather that the session was a process of continued abstraction. Members of our group were present at Britain Yearly Meeting in 2000 and 2001, when a need to transform was identified, and are confused as to why no action has yet been brought forward.

Everyone is capable of change, big or small, and nobody should shy away from it, regardless of being “too old”, or “too young”. Goldilocks had the wrong idea: instead of just choosing the middle ground by opting for baby bear’s porridge, she should have combined the bowls that were “too hot” and “too cold” to create an abundance of porridge that was “just right”. Everyone has individual talents which combined produce effective results. There is no middle ground. We need to work together across all ages to implement change.

We feel that work done by Quakers in the past is valid, but rather than reminiscing, Friends should use these as inspiration to move current concerns into action. What will the Quakers of the early 21st century be remembered for?

We upheld the clerks during this trying and frustrating session and felt that they produced an excellent minute.

We identified with the concerns and reflections of the Under 19s who contributed to the introduction to the Long Term Framework. We do not agree with the sentiment that came from the session that this is an “aging society”, or that the future of the Society is remotely questionable. That being said, the group was generally supportive of the Long Term Framework, and felt that the conclusions reached by the end of the session, as recorded in the minute, were positive. We are looking forward to receiving the Long Term Framework.

This session prompted thoughts and group discussion about the nature of membership, and its function. We resolved to discuss this more formally at future gatherings.

There are a large number of Under 19s who make a valuable contribution to Yearly Meeting, but are concerned that when they reach 19, there is no longer a place for them. The Transitional Group is a direct response to this concern. Now that the group is in its third year, we are beginning to establish the continuity that will enable more Young Friends to remain engaged. With a formalisation of our involvement and integration with Yearly Meeting, the group can only become stronger.
Minute 50:
Yearly Meeting Epistle

The General Epistle approved by minute 34 has been read and signed by the clerk on behalf of the meeting.

It reads as follows:

To all Friends everywhere,

Greetings, dear Friends, from Britain Yearly Meeting, where up to 800 Quakers, diverse in many ways, gathered at Friends House London. Of these over a hundred children and young people enriched our community. Friends House came alive as a place of meeting and greeting, renewing existing friendships and making new ones. As we opened our hearts one to another in the truth of God, we experienced the personal warmth of friendship and passed around infectious smiles that the children gave us. It was good to laugh, to sing, and to join in stretching exercises, but there have also been times of struggle.

A major theme running through the weekend was that of deepening our spiritual life and discernment as the basis of our action in the world. We have our individual understandings of the source of our Inward Light, but acceptance of our diversity is at the heart of our unity as Quakers. Our spiritual practice enables us to share an experience of the numinous whatever language we may use. Our calling is to foster the divine in all we meet, to say ‘yes’ in a world that frequently says ‘no’. 

Our community has considered what it can mean to be ‘the seeds of change’. We recognise a transforming spiritual power in our worship, whether it acts like dynamite or like the force that enables the seed to push slowly, patiently, sometimes overcoming enormous resistance, towards light and growth. When we plant seeds, we know they need nourishment and protection. But seeds also need to break open before they can grow. 

This year we are beginning to reap the benefits of recent changes in our structures. Our trustee body has expressed increasing confidence in its role, while members of Meeting for Sufferings are conscious of a growing sense of community. We have faced up to some ambivalence towards the concept of power, so often associated with domination, but have been led to a Quaker vision of power as the energy the spirit gives us to bring about transformation. We affirm our trustees in their exercise of the responsibility which we have freely given them, knowing they are using this power with integrity, clarity and accountability. There is no ‘them’ and ‘us.’

All our Meetings have been able to take part in creating a Long Term Framework to prioritise the Yearly Meeting’s work. New ways of working from the grassroots are exciting and we welcome the shift to networks of local groups supported by the centre. In order to be an effective prophetic community we all need one another. Perfection is not required of us; but that we walk cheerfully in the right direction, seeking to live sustainably on our earth.

We leave, seeking to practise the discernment that allows the Inward Light to transform us. May we live in God’s will as if it were our own.  We send you this epistle with our love and hold you in our prayers as we trust you are holding us in yours. 

Signed in and on behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting
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Martin Ward, Clerk
Minute 51:
Concluding Minute
There being no further business for the Yearly Meeting, we separate, hoping to meet again at the University of York from 25 July – 1 August 2009.
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MARTIN WARD, Clerk
