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27 November 2006

Quakers nominated as “most gay-friendly organisation”

Quakers have been nominated the most gay-friendly organisation in Britain, by readers of the Pink Paper.

Quakers are the only religious group in the award category, which also includes Amnesty International, Unison, Metropolitan Police and Age Concern.

Readers can vote via the paper and online over the next three weeks. The winner will be announced on January 11.

Neil Lazaroo of the Pink Paper said that the gay community responded to the stated Quaker belief that “to reject people on the grounds of sexual orientation is a denial of God’s creation”.

Quaker general secretary Michael Hutchinson said: “We are honoured by this nomination, and recognise and encourage the efforts of all the groups nominated.
“We hope the Pink Paper awards will stimulate others to recognise the humanity and potential in all people without pre-judgement.”
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What Quakers Say

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.

