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Quakers name new general secretary for peace and social witness work

The new general secretary of Quaker Peace and Social Witness is to be Kevin Franz.

He has been General Secretary of Action of Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS) for the past eight years. His career in the Scottish Episcopal Church spanned 27 years.

Kevin, who currently lives in Perth, will take up his post with the Religious Society of Friends in January 2007.

He was first introduced to the Society as part of his work with Friends at Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. Elsa Dicks, Recording Clerk, feels that Kevin’s commitment and deep understanding of Quaker faith and practice, as well as his ecumenical experience, will benefit the whole of the work done centrally on behalf of Friends.

For his part, Kevin says he has felt supported during his work with ACTS by the “gift which is the Quaker business method”. His application for membership of the Society is currently before East of Scotland Monthly Meeting.

Peace-building is a lifelong passion for Kevin, part-fired by his German-Scots identity, which had a particular impact on him during the Cold War years. Social justice is also a strong concern and he has long been involved in voluntary work with homeless people and the long-term unemployed.

QPSW central committee clerk Elizabeth Allen welcomed the appointment:

“Kevin understands our process of discernment and values it from the heart,” she said.

“He is also a very good communicator and can convey complex issues in a way that is easy to understand.”

 She added that his life experience had helped shape him into a “bridge-builder”, having grown up in an anti-German post-war society, and with close family living in communist East Germany during the Cold War.

“Living through this has determined Kevin’s life pattern and made him the bridge-builder that he is,” she said.
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What Quakers Say

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.

