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Harvey Gillman explores spirituality and language

A NEW book examining the use of language and its impact on spirituality by acclaimed Quaker author Harvey Gillman, is launched at Yearly Meeting, Saturday 5 May.
Consider the Blackbird: Reflections on Spirituality and Language, takes the reader on a journey through language using poetry, philosophy and insights from different religions. Harvey argues that the way we use language – the way we speak, the way we search for meaning and the way we declare our truths – is often at the root of political and spiritual dis-ease in the world. We need to understand this if our calls to action and plans to change the world are to have their fullest impact.
The inspiration for Harvey’s book came from his experience as Joseph Rowntree Quaker Fellow in 2002. He says: “My new book is the result of many conversations with Friends and others at that time as well as my own studies on the nature of language. This book is my thanks to the Society for providing such a rare and privileged opportunity.”

Born in Manchester to Jewish parents in 1947, Harvey became a Quaker in 1976. He studied French and Italian at Oxford, after which he also learned German and Spanish.
His previous books include A Light that is Shining, an introduction to British Quakers, and A Minority of One, based on the Swarthmore Lecture he gave in 1986.
Ends

Notes to editor:

· Harvey Gillman will be launching his book in the Quaker Bookshop at Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ, from 12.30pm on Saturday 5 May 
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What Quakers Say

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.
