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Faith groups in joint rally to mark 40 years of Israeli occupation

Quakers and other faith groups will join forces at a demonstration in Trafalgar Square to mark the 40th anniversary of the Six Day War and the start of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, on Saturday 9 June.

Former Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, Riah Abul Asal, will address the rally, starting at 2.30pm.

The event is organised by the ENOUGH! Coalition, which was formed in the UK to advocate the end of the Israeli occupation. The Quakers, Pax Christi UK, the Scottish Episcopal Church’s Justice Peace and Creation Network and the Amos Trust have joined charities, trade unions, British Muslim and Jewish groups and MPs to commemorate the anniversary.

The (Anglican) Bishop of Chelmsford, John Gladwin, said: "It is our common duty to ensure that everyone can live in their own place in freedom, peace and justice.  None of these things are realities for Palestinian people in the occupied territories.  Time for action to put these things right is long overdue." 

Floresca Karanasou, the Middle East Programme Manager for Quaker Peace & Social Witness, said: “The call for an end to occupation is not a one-sided issue. The continued occupation by Israel of the West Bank and Gaza harms Israelis as well as Palestinians because it results in a militarised Israeli society, diverts resources to the military from other areas and contributes to the continuing violent conflict.”
Members of the ENOUGH! coalition include Lord Hylton, Rev Kathy Galloway, Leader of the Iona Community, Rev Garth Hewitt, director of the Amos Trust, Professor Mary Grey and Mairead Corrigan Maguire, Nobel Peace Laureate.

Ends

Note to editors

· The Heads of Churches in Jerusalem have produced an ecumenical service for use in Jerusalem and around the world on June 3 as part of the World Council of Churches International Church Action for Peace in Palestine and Israel, 3-9 June 2007. 

· For more information about ENOUGH! visit www.enoughoccupation.org
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