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News Release

18 December 2006

New Year sees a new start for Quakers in Britain

THE New Year brings in a new approach for Quakers in the organisation of their work.

From 1 January, a group of 17 trustees will take responsibility for all Quaker work that is centrally managed in the UK. This group takes over from the body of 150 Quakers, known as Meeting For Sufferings, which has traditionally taken this role.

Quakers took the opportunity to streamline their structures in response to government reforms in charity law, which bring religious organisations into line with other charities.

Meeting for Sufferings will continue to provide a platform for Quakers to voice concerns, and influence the direction of future Quaker work.

Gillian Waddilove, clerk of the new trustees, said: “We are seasoned Quakers, aware of the great responsibility handed to us and we are conscious that we will need to be guided by the aspirations of the wider body. Our authority depends on us being a part of a worshipping, living community maintaining traditional Quaker witness.”

Ends

Notes to editor:

· Meeting for Sufferings dates back to the 17th century and was so named to mark the concern of early Quakers for those among them who suffered for their faith.

· The original purpose of Meeting for Sufferings was to obtain redress from Parliament for those imprisoned for their beliefs and to liberalise the laws relating to religious tolerance.
· For interviews in Welsh and a Welsh language version of this text contact: Gethin Evans on 01970 610 056 or gethine45@yahoo.co.uk
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What Quakers Say Today

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.


