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14 September 2007

Quakers break with tradition to celebrate first National Quaker Week

Turner Prize winning artist Martin Creed has added an inspirational dimension to the first National Quaker Week. Now people who think carefully about the Quaker way of life can win a T-shirt printed with a design he has created exclusively for the Week, which runs from 22-30 September. 

The aim of the Week is to encourage Quakers to drop their traditional modesty and to let their souls sing. “Quakers sing a different song,” read the posters designed for the Week.

Martin Creed says the Quaker way of life has influenced his work. Raised in a Quaker family, he comments, “It’s something to do with the way that everything is important and meaningful. Silence is not negative…an empty room is not empty.” His graphic drawing for the T-shirt has simple diagonal lines, neither horizontal nor vertical, more or less half dark and half light.

The competition to win the T-shirts is on the brand new microsite launched for National Quaker Week. See www.quaker.org.uk/sing Entrants are asked to sum up the essence of the Quaker faith in ten words or less. Anyone who visits the site can download the design and print their own T-shirt.

On the microsite, readers can follow the diaries of three Quakers during the Week, download wallpapers for their computers, ask questions about the Quaker way and find a local meeting.

Tom Harris, Outreach Officer points out that the real gift of Quaker Week is not material or digital. Instead it is the opportunity to discover more about the Quaker way, which offers:

· A space of stillness within busy lives 

· Opportunities to reflect on and discuss the larger issues of life 

· Action for world peace and social justice 

· A sense of fulfillment and inner peace 

· All of this in a welcoming inclusive environment 

Tom Harris says: “National Quaker Week is a great opportunity to share that the Quaker way of life is simple, contemporary and radical. Quakers worship in stillness, seek out the light of God within us all and work for peace, social justice and the environment.”

To back up local initiatives there is a national and regional advertising campaign, the microsite and a toolkit of colourful posters, stickers, badges and leaflets. Around the country Quakers are rising to the challenge of sharing their faith. Many local meetings are responding imaginatively: there’s some creative advertising on London Underground, a human library, a vigil in Manchester entitled “Let’s cut the carbon for peace”, cycling pilgrimage, teddy bears’ picnic, poetry evening, market stalls and many Quaker Quest meetings to help newcomers explore the Quaker way and to share Quaker stillness.

Plans include the following:

· Quakers in London are placing advertisements on London Underground trains sharing Quaker wisdom from the book ‘Advices and Queries’. 

· Wokingham Local Meeting is inviting shoppers to pause and light a candle for peace and hear news of Quaker work in the world, in Wokingham market and Woodley shopping precinct. 

· Visitors to Preston Local Meeting’s open day from 10.30am to 4.00pm on Sunday 23 September can listen to Carol Wise from Ilkley QM speaking about the Ecumenical Accompaniers Programme in Palestine and Israel, which seeks to accompany Palestinians and Israelis in their nonviolent actions and concerted advocacy efforts to end the Occupation. 

· In Bradford on Avon there will be an exhibition about the Quaker Tapestry in the town library from 24 to 28 September, an open day at the meeting house from 10.00am – 3.00pm on Saturday 29 September, with a ceilidh in St Margaret’s Hall the same evening.

· Glasgow are starting early with an open day from 10.00am – 4.00pm on Saturday 15 September. The Glasgow Library scheme is helpfully spreading the word that there’s a human library at the meeting house on Saturday 22 September when visitors can “borrow a Quaker” for 40 minutes for a chat and cup of coffee. 

· Westminster Meeting are planning two open air Meetings for Worship at Speakers' Corner, Hyde Park: Sunday 23 September 2.00pm to 3.00pm, Friends gather at 2.00pm, Meeting begins at 2.15pm then Thursday 27 September 6.00pm to 7.00pm, Meeting for Worship. Friends gather at 6.00pm, Meeting begins at 6.15pm. 

· Kingston Quakers are planning a drop-in session on 22 September and a teddy bears’ picnic on 28 September.

· Wandsworth Quakers plans include 8pm Friday 21 September: poetry evening with Jane Lapotaire, Angela Down and Jerome Willis: The Best Words in the Best Order.

· Maidstone Meeting on Saturday 15 September will focus on prison work when Quaker prison minister Jill Inskip and Maidstone and Weald MP Ann Widdecombe will both speak at an open day at the Meeting House, 170 Union Street, Maidstone from 1.00pm – 4.00pm. 
· Quakers in Yorkshire are planning a cycling pilgrimage, which will visit all meeting houses in the area. Saturday 22 September leaving Hull Meeting House, Bean St 11.00am, to Beverley then Malton. Sunday 23 September Malton Meeting for Worship, then to Kirby Moorside. Saturday 29 September Kirby Moorside to Pickering, then Scarborough. Sunday, Meeting for Worship in Scarborough, then by the old rail track to Whitby for picnic by Whitby pier.
Ends

Notes to editors:

· National Quaker Week runs from 22 September to 30 September 2007.

· Approximately 25,000 people attend Quaker Meetings for Worship in the UK, and there are 500 Meeting Houses.

· Quakers are known formally as the Religious Society of Friends, and refer to one another informally as Friends.

· For pdfs of Martin Creed’s design email annev@quaker.org.uk 

· To find out more about Martin Creed and his work go to martincreed.com 
· Competition rules: Closing date Sunday 7 October 2007. Entries by email only (and not by mail) to the competition form on www.quaker.org.uk/sing  Employees of Britain Yearly Meeting and those associated with them are not allowed to enter. Winning entries will appear on www.quaker.org.uk/sing and winners will be notified by 30 October 2007. Only one competition entry per email address. The competition will be judged by Quaker Communications and the panel’s decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. Winning texts may be used in future publicity and Quaker campaign materials. 
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