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News Release

13 May 2008


Quaker skeletons laid to rest

Skeletons found in South Mimms during building work at a house built on the site of a seventeenth century Quaker Meeting House, are being laid to rest today, (Tuesday 13 May).

Three caskets containing the remains of more than 20 skeletons will be reinterred in a shared grave in the Quaker burial ground at Luton Meeting House. A Meeting for Worship will take place with Quakers in gathered silence around the grave. 

Members of Welwyn Garden City Quaker Meeting, Vicky Woodcraft and Elizabeth Fowler said they were reminded of the words of Quaker John Wilhelm Rowntree. In 1905 he wrote: “Love bridges death. We are the comrades of those who are gone; though death separate us, their work, their fortitude, their love shall be ours, and we shall adventure with hope, and in the spirit and strength of our great comrade of Galilee, who was acquainted with grief and knew the shadows of Gethsemane, to fight the good fight of faith.“

The skeletons were found near the home of Catherine McGuigan in Blanche Lane, South Mimms. Quakers advised her to consult the Ministry of Justice before the bones were relocated. Quakers were grateful to Funeral Director JJ Burgess and Son for their assistance.

In the 1600s Quakers were persecuted for their beliefs and were not allowed to be buried in consecrated church grounds. Instead burials often took place in the countryside.

Quaker archives record that in South Mimms, meetings were held in the house of Samuel Hodges, a butcher, who was fined for holding them in 1683. In 1686 he sold land to Friends for £5 as a site for a meeting house, built in 1697, and a burial ground. The burial ground was extended in 1737. By 1801 Quakers met there only occasionally and in 1820 both meeting house and burial ground were sold for £120.
Ends

Notes to editor:

· Approximately 25,000 people attend Quaker Meetings for Worship in the UK, and there are 500 Meeting Houses.

· Quakers are known formally as the Religious Society of Friends.
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What Quakers Say

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

· We meet in silence to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.

· Live adventurously.






