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Pioneering Quaker project wins community award

A pioneering community project set up by Quakers to help monitor and rehabilitate sex offenders on their release from prison has won its fourth award.

The Hampshire and Thames Valley Circles of Support and Accountability project has been recognised for its “outstanding work” with a presentation by the Thames Valley Criminal Justice Board, at its annual conference today (14 March).

The Rt Hon Baroness Scotland, Minister of State for the Home Office, presented the award. She said: “The government believes that alliances with community groups can bring additional and different ways of working that reduce the trauma of crime for victims and anchor people back into a law abiding life.

“Circles is an example that speaks volumes about how statutory services, in this case probation, and a community network, the Society of Friends, can work successfully together.”

Helen Drewery, who manages the project on behalf of Quaker Peace and Social Witness said:

“We’re delighted that our work is being celebrated by the local criminal justice agencies, who are our partners in the work.”

Ends

Notes to editor:

· Circles of Support and Accountability was set up as a pilot project in the Thames Valley area, under the auspices of the Quakers in 2002.

· Based on the principles of restorative justice, it works on the idea that high-risk offenders are far less likely to re-offend after their release from prison if they are given the opportunity to build non-judgemental relationships with other adults – volunteers – who support their efforts to rebuild their lives while at the same time holding them accountable for their actions.

· The Quaker movement was founded in 1652. Quakers are known formally as the Society of Friends.
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