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PRESS RELEASE


12 September 2006

Quakers launch book to celebrate peace and social witness work

Quaker Books celebrate their most recent publication Endeavours to Mend: Perspectives on British Quaker work in the world today at a launch at Friends House, Euston Road, on September 28 at 6pm.

Endeavours to Mend is a selection of essays by men and women who are actively continuing the Quaker tradition of work for peace and justice in the world.

The writers share a wide range of experience, from work with child soldiers in Africa and Asia, to support of asylum seekers in Leicester, to peace-building in Chechnya.

Speakers at the launch will include Elizabeth Allen, clerk of Quaker Peace and Social Witness committee, editor Brian Phillips and contributor Rachel Carmichael, who will be talking about her work with asylum seekers. Other contributors will also be available to talk about their work.

The essays in Endeavours to Mend describe examples of classic Quaker work - the type of very pragmatic, small-scale initiatives which have far-reaching and long-lasting effects.

Editor Brian Phillips argues that in an age where global charities such as Oxfam and Amnesty are major players, there are advantages to working as part of a small-scale group.

“Our size enables us to work more effectively in certain settings – to do the kind of deep listening essential for developing and building lasting partnerships,” he says.

“Much of the work is principally seed planting; the fruits of these efforts may well not be seen in our own lifetimes. It is anchoring our efforts in a sense of God’s time rather than our own.”
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