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News Release

11 September 2008

Quaker Centre is beacon for sustainable future 
Historic Worfolk Cottage in Staintondale, Scarborough, home for Quaker worship since 1669, has been converted into a fully carbon-neutral retreat house and will be officially re-opened this weekend by Gillian Ashmore, Recording Clerk of Quakers in Britain. 

This is one of the first fully ‘carbon- neutral’ developments permitted within the National Park.  The design, by award winning architect Andrew Yeats of Eco Arc, will include the following energy saving and sustainable features:-

· A wind turbine

· Ground source heat pump

· Solar and photovoltaic panels for hot water and energy 

· A green sedum roof for a new extension
· Very high insulation standards for roof, walls and floors

Also included in the design are new facilities for disabled people.

Looking forward to the re-opening at 2.30pm on Sunday 14 September, Gillian Ashmore said: “As Quakers we recognise that we can all play a part in caring for the world in which we live.”
Brian Fellowes, convenor of the development group said: “It is great that the work for this inspiring development is now complete.  Our intention is to use Worfolk as a beacon for sustainable development.  It will show what can be done to cure our dependence on energy derived from fossil fuels and reduce our impact on the environment.”

A ground source heat pump is a plastic water-filled pipe which extracts ambient heat from the ground. Sedum is a small alpine plant which is used as an efficient insulating roofing material.  It is virtually maintenance free and widely used in Scandinavia.
Ends

Editors please note:

1
Worfolk Cottage is  a retreat for recreational and spiritual refreshment.  It has an important, historic place in the life of Quakers. It was the place where the first Monthly Meeting was established by York General Meeting in 1669.  It was then owned by Thomas Worfolk.  Later, a meeting house was built and a burial ground established on the site (around 1690). It was used for Quaker meetings and burials until the end of the eighteenth century. The property was bought by Pickering and Hull Monthly Meeting in 1905.

For the past 34 years Worfolk has been available for rent for a wide variety of groups from families to groups of people with learning difficulties, disadvantaged young people and their carers. The addition of facilities for the disabled will mean that it will be available for a wider range of groups. See www.worfolkcottage.co.uk 

2
Pickering and Hull Area Quaker Meeting (PHAQM) is the regional grouping of Quakers.  There are about 450 people worshipping in seven meetings: Hull, Pickering, Whitby, Beverley, Kirkbymoorside, and Malton and Scarborough.  There is a commitment to simplicity, peace, integrity and equality, living our daily lives in witness to our faith. Susan Dickinson, Clerk of Area Meeting will introduce Gillian Ashmore at the opening ceremony.

4
Further information about Quakers at www.quaker.org.uk
5
The architect is  Andrew Yeats of Eco Arc www.ecoarc.co.uk.  He has recently been awarded the Queen’s Award for Sustainable Building and was the consultant architect and Gibson’s Mill at Hardcastle Crags, West Yorks. for the National Trust. He has been commissioned to design an Educational Centre for the Royal Horticultural Society at Harlow Carr Gardens, Harrogate.

6  Worfolk Cottage’s address is Staintondale, Scarborough, YO13 0EL
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