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Press Release


11th September 06

Quakers Call on Members to Attend Free Churches Delegation to Party Conferences

Quakers and other representatives from the Free Churches will be meeting politicians to discuss the issues of asylum, fair trade and inclusive communities at the party conferences this autumn.

A delegation of members from the Quakers, alongside the Methodist Church, United Reformed Church, Baptist Union and Salvation Army will be holding breakfast meetings at all three party conferences.

Quakers say these events are an important opportunity for all church members to engage themselves in political debate, as they are free and open for anyone to attend.

Each breakfast meeting will focus on a particular theme, with speakers from the political parties and the churches. Members of the public will have the chance to put questions and take part in the discussions.

At the Labour conference the theme will be asylum, with speakers including the minister for immigration, Liam Byrne MP, and the director of Church Action on Poverty, Niall Cooper.

The Conservative conference meeting will be looking at the issue of inclusive communities, with speakers Revd David Coffey and Alistair Burt, the shadow minister for communities and local government.

Baroness Shirley Williams will discuss the ethical use of resources at the Lib Dem event, alongside the Revd Elizabeth Caswell.

Quaker parliamentary affairs spokesman Michael Bartlet said:

“The delegations show that churches can work cooperatively across the political parties on social issues.

“Each of the events will be open to anyone who wishes to attend and we encourage friends in Brighton, Manchester and Bournemouth to attend these ecumenical breakfast meetings wherever possible.”

The first breakfast meeting will take place at the Liberal Democrat Conference in Brighton on 19 September. The Labour Conference meeting will be held in Manchester on 26 September and the Conservative Conference meeting will be in Bournemouth on 3 October. Each meeting lasts from 7am-9.30am.
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The breakfast meetings will be held at the following venues:

Liberal Democrat - Brighthelm Centre, North Road, Brighton BN1 1YD

Labour - Mount Street Meeting House, 6 Mount Street, Manchester M2 5NS

Conservative - Punshon Memorial Church, Exeter Road, Bournemouth BH2 5AJ
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