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Harry Potter and the Quaker words of wisdom

“Harry Potter and the friends of William Penn” could be an interesting tale if   J. K. Rowling had plans for any more books. The literary world has been agog, waiting to know the fate of the boy wizard. Within hours of publication on Saturday, millions of Harry Potter fans raced to read the end of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows to discover the final twist. For Quakers though, the surprise lay in the opening pages: J. K. Rowling had chosen the words of seventeenth century Quaker William Penn to preface the seventh and final book in the series. 

Richard Summers of Quaker Life said: “It is interesting that one of the world’s best-known authors writing for today’s children and adults should chose to quote the seventeenth century pacifist Quaker, William Penn. His famous quest for spiritual peace landed him in jail charged with treason. In his day, Quakers were persecuted and, with others, Penn saved many from imprisonment and possibly from death. His words are quoted in Quaker Faith and Practice, the handbook which encourages today’s Quakers to live out their faith adventurously and to recognise that there is something sacred in all people.”

One young Quaker, 15-year-old Miranda Chadkirk, read Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows within hours of its publication. She said: “When I saw the quote from William Penn it made me read the book even more carefully. Clearly the Harry Potter series is fiction but J. K. Rowling’s story has lots to say about trust and friendship. Harry Potter’s quest came down to a battle between good and evil, life and death and how friendship can overcome death so that death is not the end.”

The text in Quaker Faith and Practice reads: 

Death is but crossing the world, as friends do the seas; they live in one another still. For they must needs be present, that love and live in that which is omnipresent. In this divine glass they see face to face; and their converse is free, as well as pure. This is the comfort of friends, that though they may be said to die, yet their friendship and society are, in the best sense, ever present, because immortal. 

William Penn, More Fruits of Solitude, 1702

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is the seventh and final book in the Harry Potter series, written by J. K. Rowling and published on 21 July by Bloomsbury. 

The book chronicles the events directly following Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, leading to the long-awaited final struggle between Harry Potter and his allies, and the powerful Voldemort and his allies, the Death-eaters.

Ends

Notes to editor:


Approximately 25,000 people attend Quaker Meetings for Worship in the UK, and there are 500 Meeting Houses.

Quakers are known formally as the Religious Society of Friends, and refer to one another informally as Friends.
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What Quakers Say


There is something sacred in all people.


All people are equal before God and each person is a unique and precious child of God.

True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. Religion is about the whole of life.

We meet in silence to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.

Live adventurously.

