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New Quaker insights on criminal justice issues in updated book

Former prison governor Tim Newell looks at the experience of the Quaker-run Circles of Support and Accountability project in Britain, in a revised edition of the 2000 Swarthmore Lecture entitled Forgiving Justice: A Quaker vision for criminal justice.

The new edition follows the learning and achievements of the community-based pilot project since its inception in 2002.

Forgiving Justice brings Quaker insights into the wider issues of criminal justice. It combines case study samples along with a rigorous analysis of the basis for criminal justice reform and an understanding of our view of those who offend.

Mr Newell, a Quaker who served as a prison governor for 38 years, describes his book as an exploration into the possibility of healing within the pain of crime conflict.

“It’s about trying to reach a process of justice that meets the needs of those closely involved in crime and its effects, so that there can be a transformative experience for all,” he said.

Ends

Notes to editor:

· Tim Newell was a prison governor for 38 years and edited the Prison Service Journal for six years. Since he retired in 2002 he has been involved in the development of Circles of Support and Accountability, restorative practice in prisons and in developing services for those affected by murder and manslaughter.

· The annual Swarthmore Lecture was established with the aim of bringing before the public the spirit, aims and principles of the Society of Friends (Quakers). It remains under the care of Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre.
· Forgiving Justice can be ordered from the Quaker Bookshop at Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ or online from Methodist Publishing House at www.mph.org.uk.
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What Quakers Say Today

· There is something sacred in all people.

· All people are equal before God.

· True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. 

· We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s presence.

