Young Friend Helpers at Yearly Meeting Gathering 2017
What is Yearly Meeting Gathering?

Yearly Meeting Gathering (YMG) will take place from 29 July to 5 August 2017 at the University of Warwick. YMG is like a Quaker festival hosting Yearly Meeting in session and a huge range of workshops, talks and activities. On the university campus we will create a vibrant Quaker community for a week, with accommodation, refectories, and meeting spaces all in close proximity. 
What are Young Friend Helpers?

‘Young Friend Helpers’ are young adult Friends (aged 18+) who volunteer to help with the logistics of running Yearly Meeting Gathering during the week itself. They form a small team of about 10 people who are essential to making a complex event of this scale run smoothly. Young Friend Helpers have their costs for the gathering covered.
If you are a young Quaker, age 18 to 29, and would like to be a part of making Yearly Meeting Gathering happen, then this would be a great role for you.

What do Young Friend Helpers do?

Young Friend Helpers will work with the wider Yearly Meeting Gathering team to help ensure the smooth running of the event. You will be a focal point for the community, helping people to get around and to feel comfortable and supported. This will involve taking on a number of practical tasks. These tasks will be managed by the YFH co-ordinator and will include:

· Advance arrival to receive deliveries of equipment and food

· Helping set up the site and supporting arrivals on day 1 (e.g. helping Friends to get to their accommodation, and helping Friends with their luggage)
· Helping Friends find their way around throughout the week
· Enabling some of the community activities throughout the week
· Supporting other teams e.g. children and young people, pastoral care, the YMG office

· Possibly driving mobility impaired Friends between accommodation and the centre of the campus in a minibus
· Help with packing up at end of event

· There may be some time spent setting up spaces for meetings and activities (e.g. chairs and A/V equipment)
And it will be fun! The team will be sharing accommodation so you'll spend lots of time together over the week, on and off-duty. And as well as working hard, you’ll have time to enjoy Yearly Meeting Gathering, attend sessions and take part in activities when you’re not on shift.

What’s the time commitment?

You need to attend from 27 July to 5 August 2017 (the whole of YMG plus two days before to help set up).
During YMG the time commitment will vary. Saturday and Sunday, and again from lunchtime on Friday until we leave the site at lunchtime on Saturday, will be very busy, and the full team will need to work all day. For the rest of the week (Monday to Thursday) you will work 2 out of 3 shifts each day and get one full day off.
Throughout the week, jobs to do will spread from early morning until late into the evening. All volunteers will do a mix of different shifts but daily briefings will be held at 8am and everyone needs to be there. Lunchtimes and break times will be particularly busy.
There will be no commitment required for planning before the event, but all Young Friend Helpers will be invited and encouraged to attend a day meeting at the University of Warwick on Saturday 17 June to get to know each other, get to know the site, find out more about the role and input ideas, as well as arriving for YMG on Thursday 27 July to help prepare the campus for YMG.
What support can you expect as a Young Friend Helper?

Britain Yearly Meeting will cover the cost of your place, accommodation and food, along with your travel costs to the University of Warwick from anywhere within the UK.

The YFH co-ordinator will be your main point of contact before and during the event for any queries or concerns. There will also be elders and overseers, and a pastoral care team to help if you need. The whole Yearly Meeting Gathering team will have an office on campus where you will find information about the programme, key contacts, tasks to do and your shifts. Young Friend Helpers will attend daily meetings with the wider YMG team so that you can find out what’s coming up, deal with any issues arising as a group, support each other and share information.

What next?

To apply to be a Young Friend Helper, please complete the short application form at:

The closing date for applications is 31 May 2017 and we will confirm places no later than 9 June.

If you have any questions about the role or Yearly Meeting Gathering, please contact:

Kristin Skarsholt, Young Friend Helpers Co-ordinator: kristins@quaker.org.uk
