g Reflection Points

Reflecting on Unity and Diversity (activities a and b)

26.30 What is love? What shall | say of it, or how shall | in words express its nature? It is

26.31

27.38

27.41

the sweetness of life; it is the sweet, tender, melting nature of God, flowing up
through his seed of life into the creature, and of all things making the creature most
like unto himself, both in nature and operation. It fulfils the law, it fulfils the gospel; it
wraps up all in one, and brings forth all in the oneness. It excludes all evil out of the
heart, it perfects all good in the heart. A touch of love doth this in measure; perfect
love doth this in fullness.

Isaac Penington, 1663

| do believe that there is a power which is divine, creative and loving, though we can
often only describe it with the images and symbols that rise from our particular
experiences and those of our communities. This power is part and parcel of all
things, human, animal, indeed of all that lives. Its story is greater than any one
cultural version of it and yet it is embodied in all stories, in all traditions. It is a power
that paradoxically needs the human response. Like us it is energised by the
reciprocity of love.

It wills our redemption, longs for us to turn to it. It does not create heaven and hell for
us, but allows us to do that for ourselves. Such is the terrible vulnerability of love.

Harvey Gillman, 1988

Alongside Friends’ stress on the primacy of God’s action, we set great store by the
centrality of ordinary experience. We agree with the witness of the universal church
that mystical experiences are attested by the moral quality of people’s lives. The
whole of our everyday experience is the stuff of our religious awareness: it is here
that God is best known to us. However valid and vital outward sacraments are for
others, they are not, in our experience, necessary for the operation of God’s grace.
We believe we hold this witness in trust for the whole church.

London Yearly Meeting, 1986

We would assert that the validity of worship lies not in its form but in its power, and a
form of worship sincerely dependent on God, but not necessarily including the words
and actions usually recognised as eucharistic, may equally serve as a channel for
this power and grace. We interpret the words and actions of Jesus near the end of
his life as an invitation to recall and re-enact the self-giving nature of God’s love at
every meal and every meeting with others, and to allow our own lives to be broken
open and poured out for the life of the world.

London Yearly Meeting, 1986



