
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ 
Telephone  020 7663 1000 Fax  020 7663 1001 
Internet  www.quaker.org.uk Email  enquiries@quaker.org.uk 
Registered charity number  1127633 

 
Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of 
Friends in Britain 

 
 

Statement on Equality  
 
“We value that of God in each person, and affirm the right of everyone to contribute to 
society and share in life’s good things, beyond the basic necessities."1

 
  

A commitment to equality is a hallmark of the world’s great religions and a foundation of our 
Quaker faith. We are called by our experience of equality to voice deep concern over the 
widening gulf between rich and poor. Equality is the heart of good relationships. It is about 
our right to equal respect, regardless of gender, race, sexuality, health, disability, nationality, 
age or social class. It is the cornerstone of a society that affirms our common humanity and 
recognises wellbeing and human fulfilment as the desire of us all. A society that values 
equality cannot restrict the goods and benefits of society to any one country, caste or class.  
 
We applaud progress that has been made towards equality in some parts of the world but 
lament the gross disparity between the life chances of those born in the wealthier countries 
and those born in the poorer countries, and the continued widespread poverty, food 
insecurity and malnutrition in many parts of the world. Quakers in Britain deplore the 
increasing concentration of economic authority and the social stratification that transmits 
inequality across generations. We are angered that the United Kingdom now has a greater 
disparity in income than at any time since the Second World War and are compelled to speak 
out against government policy that makes cuts in spending that promote inequality. We 
challenge the culture and ethos that enable the leaders of finance and industry to take 
salaries and bonuses that are many hundreds of times larger than those of their employees. 
Deepening economic inequality cannot continue indefinitely without a risk of violence and 
oppression. We are dismayed that the government is giving so little consideration to the long 
term impacts of spending cuts on whole communities. Under-investment and short term 
accounting are putting the wellbeing of future generations at risk.  

  
Quakers strive to uphold the values of justice and equality in the face of spending cuts that 
increase poverty and have a disproportionate impact on the poorest among us. Sacrifices 
shared can strengthen our society. We urge policy makers to address the deficit through a 
fairer tax system and measures that increase solidarity. 
 
“…what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” Micah 6.82

 
  

Approved by Meeting for Sufferings by minute S/12/03/3, 31st March 2012. 

                                                      
1 “Quaker Faith & Practice” 23.21. 
2 This  quotation is from the New International Version   
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